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ADVERTISEMENT. 
ä | 


THE following tranſlation 
was not originally deſigned for the 
preſs; it is therefore hoped, that it 
will be read with candour, eſpecially 
when the public is aſſured, that the 
principal motive in publiſhing it, is to 
afford ſome pecuniary aid to the fa- 
ther of a young family, who, in- 
deed, has rendered himſelf deſerv- 
ing of whatever profits may ariſe 
from the ſale, by his aſſiduity in pre- 
paring it for the preſs, 

| - There 


Y 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


There are yet two volumes 
remaining of this work, as will be 
ſeen in the author's preface (the tran- 
lation of which is in great forward- 
neſs); there can, however, be no impro- 
priety in publiſhing this volume ſepar- 

ately, as the ſame was done in the ori- 
ginal. Whether the others ſhall follow 
or not, muſt be determined by the re- 
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TRANSLATOR. 


ERRATA. 
Page 55, in note, for, has not got it—read, has it not. 
235, line 17, for, attain— read, obtain. 
113, line 12, for, ſalis—r. ſolis. 
146, laſt line, for, they would -r. that they would. 
158, line 22, for, appear —r. appeared. 
161, line 22, for, prevented r. fruſtrated. 
246, line 20, dele, themſelves. | 
266, line 7, for, than—r. when. 


274, line 17, for, they trembling ſubmitted r. the 
ſubmitted with trembling. , s 


The Author's Meſluce. 
<>»? 3 
OF THE DESIGN OF THIS BOOK. 


DOME years ago I digeſted a plan, 
for a ſet of amuſing and inſtructive books, 
for children of all ages ; having obſerved 
that ſuch a collection, ſo far as reſpected 
the ſuitableneſs of it, to the different pe- 
riods of youth, was much wanted. In pro- 
ſecuting this deſign, a principal point to be 
obſerved was, a proper ſelection and grada- 
tion, not only of ſubjects, but of ſtyle; ſo 
that, in the peruſal of theſe books, the young 
mind, at every ſtage, might be capable of 
comprehending the inſtruction, and pro- 
fiting by the amuſement preſented to it. 
This ſelection and gradation I have at- 
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tempted, in the CniLpren's SMALL Lt- 


BRARY; and, after that, in the New RokIx- 


so CRusox, already publiſhed. The latter 


was deſigned to be the forerunner of Co- 
LUMBUS, CoRTEs, and Piz AR RO. 


The children, then, who have read the 


two firſt works, or who have heard them 


read, are thoſe which, in this book, I have 


ſuppoſed to be my readers; and I have 


therefore preſumed them to be in poſſeſſion 


of that degree of underſtanding and know- 
ledge, which thoſe works are capable of im- 


parting: where Ropinson CRrusot ceaſed, 
in this communication and developement of 
ideas, CoLumpBus commences. On this 
account, the ſtile of the latter will be found 


ſome degrees higher than would have been 
proper in the former. 1 


And for what ſhall this latter book pre- 
pare my young readers? Firſt, for Cortes 


and Piz AkRO; but then, for that kind of 


reading, which I hold to be moſt uſeful, be-f 
_ cauſe the moſt ſuitable to children, namely, | 


well digeſted and carefully ſelected travels; 
that 
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that is, ſuch as at preſent we are deſtitute of. 
I propoſe dedicating for ſome years to come, 
the leifure hours allowed me by my avo- 
cations in life, to the execution of ſuch a 
collection, in which no more geographical, 
coſmographical, hiſtorical, and other know- 
ledge will be preſumed upon, than what 
young people may be ſuppoſed to have ac- 
quired, from the before mentioned: books, 
and their uſual inſtructions at ſchool. And, 
J flatter myſelf, that I cannot employ the 
| little time I may have to ſpare, to better 
purpoſe. a - 


For if there by any thing capable of 
enlightening the minds of youth, of extend- 
ing their knowledge of the world in an a- 
greeable manner, of weakening their inclina- 
tion to romantic views of life, and Arcadian 
dreams, exhibited in ſuch. inviting colours 
by our faſhionable publications; if there be 
any thing capable of giving them a proper 
diſguſt, at that frivolous, affected, mind and 
body debilitating tattle, with which ſuch 
books are filled; and, on the other hand, 
of inſtilling a deſirable taſte for more ſeri- 

ous 
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vi J 
ous and uſeful employment; —if there be 
any thing capable of effecting theſe valuable 
purpoſes, it is certainly the peruſal of travels 


in which ſuch care is taken, both with the 
matter and the manner, as to render them 


beſt calculated to engage the attention of 
youth. i 


This is my plan; and this book is written 
as introductory to it. | 


Hence my reaſon will be apparent, for 
giving theſe hiſtories in the form of dia- 


logues, and alſo why, at the ſame time, the 


explanatory converſations occur in this work 
not ſo often as in Kopginson CRUSOE. In 
relating theſe tales, to the children com- 


mitted to my care, I was interrupted much 


feldomer than before, as they found it leſs 
neceſſary to make enquiries. 


As the beſt reſources for the hiſtory re- 


lated in this work are ſo generally known, I 
think it unneceſſary to ſpecify them here. 
That I have not blindly or careleſsly collect- 


ed my information, but, on the. contrary, 


have 
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=." 
n 


EF 2 
have ſelected it ſometimes from one author, 
ſometimes from another, as I found them 


moſt ſatisfactory, will be perceived by thoſe 
who have a ſufficient knowledge of the ſub- 


jet. In dubious caſes, where I had no 
other means of arriving at a clear deciſion, 


have taken the opinion of a man“ who 


has lately developed this hiſtory, with all 
the penetration of an Engliſhman, and the 
aſſiduity of a German. I have, however, 
in ſome inſtances of little conſequence, 
found it neceſſary to correct even him. 


I have more than once expreſſed the 


maxim, that inſtructors ſhould not expoſe 
the weak ſide of humanity too frequently to 


children; but rather endeavour, as much as 
poſſible, to conceal it from them, in order 
that they may not imbibe the dangerous no- 
tion, If other people practiſe ſuch follies 
and vices, how can it be expected that I 
alone ſhould be an exception.” The one or 
the other of theſe propoſitions, will now per- 


| haps ſubje& me to the accuſation of having 


* Robertſon"s Hiſtory of America, 


» deſerted 
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deſerted my firſt principles, as the hiſtory 
here related is ſo fertile in examples of in- 
juſtice, villainy, and inhumanity. But, I an- 
ſwer, firſt; this work is not intended for 
little children, but, on the contrary, for thoſe 
who are arrived at the period of youth, or 
thoſe who are approaching to it. Secondly, 
thoſe perſons who thus accuſe me, evidently 
overlook what I added to the maxim, name- 
ly, that as children advance in years, and 
eſpecially at-the time they are about to en- 


ter into the world, they certainly ſhould be. 


made acquainted, though carefully, and by 
degrees, with the predominant vices and 
follies of mankind; fo that they may not, by 
expecting to meet every where with angels, 
be led, when undeceived, into the oppoſite 
extreme, and condemn them in the lump, 
for devils. Thirdly, it does not make the 
fame 1mpreſſion upon the mind of a child, 
when he is told of ſuch and ſuch bad people 
having lived ſome centuries paſt, as to hear 
of fooliſh and vicious characters who are 


| hving about him. Laſtly, it depends in this, 


as in all other caſes of inſtruction, principal- 


, 


[ ai 1 
ly upon the manner, by means of which one 
and the ſame propoſition ſometimes pro- 
motes, and at others counteracts the end pro- 
| poſed. I flatter myſelf, that the way in 
which I have introduced incidents, as well 
as the manner of relating them, will be found 
eligible by experienced inſtructors. 


To the queſtion, whether this book. 
ſhould be printed, or not? the public has 
returned an anſwer to me highly honour- 
able. The confidence placed in me, has 
awakened lively ſenſations in my mind; and I 
hope my work will anſwer the expectations 
of thoſe who wiſhed to ſubſcribe to it. 


I have the pleaſure to announce, to thoſe, 
who with me regret the great dearth of pro- 
per books for children, in the french lan- 
guage, that this work has already been tran- 
ſlated at Paris, and that, by a man whoſe 
name“ gives ſufficient recommendation to 


his Sa 
This work will of itſelf prove, that my 
main object in compiling it was, as it always 


* Profeſſor Junker, in Paris, 


has 
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has been, not willy to enlighten the under- 
ſtanding of my young readers, by means of 
agreeable and uſeful knowledge, but, prin- 
cipally, to awaken piety in their hearts, to 
attach them to every ſocial virtue, to inſpire 
them with a manly courage, equal to the 
difficulties and troubles of human life, and 
to excite them to diſintereſted and philan- 
thropic conduct. God grant that my at- 


tempt may not prove altogether fruitleſs; 


then ſhall I be richly rewarded for my 
feeble efforts, and for this I would joy fully 
renounce every other recompenſe. V 


* 


Hambro“, June, 1781. 


a 


Juan Ponce 
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FIRST TALE. 


Nichols 5 calling the other chil- 
dren ), James! Catharine! Thomas! John! 
Come, make haſte! 

Cath. What is the matter? 

Nic. O, make haſte; tell the other children 
10 come. Father is going to relate ſomething 
to us again! Eben 

All. Indeed! | 

7hos. Shall I call the others too, Father? 

Father. Les; go! 

John. Run as faſt as ever you can. 

Cath. {to Nic.) What is Father going to 
relate to us? 

Nic. Oh, that nobody knows yet; but T 
think it will be a tale like that he told us about 
Robinſon er 


B | _ Cath, 
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Genoa, in Italy, a man whoſe name was Chriſ- 
topher Columbus. We know very little of his 
family, except that his parents were ſea-faring 
people. It was for this reaſon, in all probability, 
that from his childhood he had always a great 
inclination for the fame employment, and at 
laſt devoted himſelf entirely to it. When he 
was yet a boy, he diſcovered the moſt promiſing 
ſigns of the great qualities neceflary to a clever 
ſailor, as well as of thoſe which are requiſite 
to form a general good character. He was 
bold and active; no lover of indolence and 
effeminate eaſe. Very early in life he learned 
to deſpiſe all kinds of dainties, which are to be 
ſure pleaſant to the taſte, but injure the health; 
he was an enemy to trifling and to all childiſh 
frolics, which are not productive of any good. 
His favorite employment was, to learn ſome- 
thing, which would enable him at a future- 
period to be uſeful to his fellow men. 

He was informed, that if he wiſhed to be- 
come acquainted with the ſciences he ſhould 
learn the latin language, becauſe there are 
many uſeful books written in that tongue: he 
began it therefore with all the ardour imaginable. 
In a very ſhort time, ſo great was the progreſs 
he had made, that he found himſelf enabled to 
enter on the ſtudy of the ſciences. And here, 


children, you ſhould have ſeen with whab 
eagerneſs 


[ 5 4 
eagerneſs he imbibed every word that eſcaped 
the lips of his teacher. Such was his applica- 
tion and his induſtry, that at the age of fourteen 
he was well acquainted with geography, geome- 
try, aſtronomy, and drawing, and had made ſuch 
attainments in other knowledge, neceflary to a 
failor, that although ſo young, he was well 
qualified for the office of maſter of a ſhip. 
Obſerve, children. Thus have all thoſe, 
who wiſhed to become great men, diſtinguiſhed 
_ themſelves in their youth. It is therefore a 
Juſt proverb, that as the twig is bent, ſo grows 
the tree. Rejoice, therefore, if you are conſci- 
ous that you are now preparing yourſelves for 
an honourable rank in life, with all that ardour 
which once animated young Columbus; for in 
this caſe I have no doubt, but that, with the 
bleſſing of God, you will obtain the reward 
of your preſent induſtry. But if you do not 
diſcover within yourſelves certain proofs of 
this ſtate of mind, pray make haſte, yes, 
al! the haſte yon can, to attain it: for in a 
ſhort time, perhaps, the opportunity for this 
Preparation may be fled for ever! think, children, 
I fay for ever, and what a loſs will that be! 
But to return to our Columbus; the firſt 
ſervice he was employed in was on the Medi- 
terrancan, for the navigation of his countrymen. 
was at that tune extended but little farther. 
B 3 This, 
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This, however, was but a ſmall ſphere for a 
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mind that burned with defire to do ſomething, 
that no one before him had ever done. He 


therefore ſought an opportunity for longer voy- 


ages, and found it. After a voyage upon the 
Northern Ocean, during which his ideas were 


very much extended, he entered into the ſervice 


of one of his relations, a ſea captain, who had 


fitted out ſome ſhips at his own expence, with 
which he ſometimes cruized againſt the Vene- 


tians, and at other times againſt the Turks. 
Sar. What is the meaning of cruizing? 


Fath. It is. to ſail to and fro, in certain parts 


of the ſea, in order to watch for the enemies 
ſhips, and, if it be poſſible, to take them. i 
Sar. Ah! what juſt as s Rodney did with 
the Santas; 
Fath. Right! In this cruize young Colum- 
bus very nearly loſt his life ; God, however, 


thought proper to preſerve it for deeds of great- 


er importance. In an obſtinate engagement 
with the Venetians, m which our young hero 
proved a pattern of courage, both ſhips were 
grappled and took fire. You know what the 
meaning of the word grapple is, do you not? 
Matth. To be ſure! when oneſhip is hook- 
ed to another, ſo that it cannot get looſe, and 
the people upon deck cut or ſhoot each other, 
till one ſide are obliged to ſurrender themſelves 
priſoners to the other, Fath. 


7 


Fauth. Quite right. Now only figure to 
yourſelves this terrible ſcene; two ſhips thus 


5 grappled together, both in flames, and no other 
W ſhip near by which the people may ſave them- 


ſelves! Such was the dreadful fituation in 
which Columbus found himſelf. But do you 


W think it overcame him? Not at all. On the 


contrary, in this moſt perilous fituation, where 


| death evidently ſtared him in the face, he poſ- 
ſelled the whole of his intrepidity, and preſence 


of mind. He courageouſly threw himſelf into 


the ſea, caught hold of a floating rudder, and 


eaſing by this means his ſwimming, at length 
got ſafe to ſhore, which was about four leagues 
diſtant, 5 N 1 

John. How much is a league? 

Fauth. Three miles. It was the coaſt of 

Portugal on which he ſaved himſelf; as ſoon 

as he was a little refreſned, he ſet off towards 

the capital of that country, that is to 
Eliza. Liſbon. : 

Fath. Very right. It was this event that 
probably determined the career of his future 
greatneſs; and we may alſo diſcern in this 
ſingle circumſtance, how kind are the intenti- 


ons of the Almighty when he is pleaſed to afflict 


us. Be but a little attentive to me, and I will 


ſhew you in what manner this is ſo viſible here. 


The 
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till at length they formed the deſign of attempt- Wl 
ing to diſcover a paſſage to the Eaſt Indies 9 


it is ſtrange that in former times men ſhould be- 
wilder their brains a whole century about a 
cirenmſtance, that one of us can find out 


The Portugueſe were at that time the moſt 
experienced and courageous failors in the world. 


They ventured into the Atlantic Ocean, then 
but little known, and that farther than any other 
nation. Their exertions were repaid by the > 
diſcovery of two valuable iſlands, which they 


named, Porto Santo and Madeira. 
Char. Ah, thoſe which lie near Africa. 
Fath. The fame. Afterwards this adven- 
turous people extended their diſcoveries daily, 


by ſea. 5 
Fred. They had no occaſion to ſeek for 
that long. "8 
Fath. How do you mean? « 
Fred. Why they need only have laid the 
map of the world before them: they would 
then ſurely have ſeen that they muſt firſt ſail WW 
down by Africa, then round the Cape of Good 
Hope, and then ſail up again on the other ſide 5 
of Africa; and then they are there. 8 
Fath. Thou art quite in the right, Frederick, | 3 


in a ſecond! 


James. Ah, fol ſuppoſe, becauſe we have 
got 


3 - E 
got the map of Africa before us, and becauſe 
we know that it is poſſible to fail round there 
= Fauth. Ah, why hear, Frederick, what he ſays 
* | there. Had the people we are ſpeaking of no 
MX maps of Africa, and did they not know that 
1 they could fail round the Cape of Good Hope? 
James. No. And for this reaſon they 
WT withed to make the trial, whether they could 
2 not get to the Eaſt Indies round by Africa. 
= Fon. We find too from ancient geography, 
9 that in former times only the northern parts of 
WE Africa, and part of Ethiopia, were known; and 
W whether the land towards the ſouth was bound- 
5 ed by the ſea, or whether it continued to the 
South Pole, the ancients were quite at a loſs to 
determine. 
= Fath. Why, Frederick, if wis be the caſe, nei- 
ther of us, if we had lived at that time, ſhould have 
been any wiſer than other people, for it appears 
Us to me juſt the ſame as if one ſhould be aſked. 
Nat preſent, if, and by what courſe, one could 
W get to the Eait Indies round the northern part 
= bf America, or of Europe and Aſa? 

= Fred. No. 
Fath. Why not? 
1 ih; Fred. Why becauſe it is not marked in the 
map, whether there is an open ſea by way of 
5 America and Aſia, or not. 


d)y 
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been formed, to diſcover a paſſage to the Eaſt 4 
Indies entirely by ſea, was frequently the topic 5 
of converſation. 


there till now? 


the only people in poſſeſſion of the Eaſt India 1 


theſe two ſeas have no connection with each 


they are ſeparated by a large neck of land: of 


r 
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Fath. What do you think then is the reaſon 1 | 


that this is not marked? 9 
Fred. Becauſe the maker of the map, per- WL 
haps, did not know himſelf. 10 7 


Fath. Take notice of that—Do you not 


now underſtand why people, three hundred 


years ago, were obliged to make trials, in order Wa 


to know whether they could fail to the Eaſt 
Indies round Africa, or not? 

Fred. Yes. 

Futk. Columbus was now at Liſbon. His 
general knowledge and underſtanding ſoon 


gained him the friendſhip of ſeveral ſkilful 5 E 
ſailors, in whoſe company the plan which had 


Geo. Which way had they taken to get 
Futk. The Venetians __ at that time 


trade. 'They got the India goods by way of x 
the Red Sea and the Mediterranean. But 


other, as you well know; on the contrary, 
courſe, when the ſhips from the Red Sea were 5 


arrived at this place, the goods were obliged to 8 


3 

oe unloaded, and conveyed by land- carriage, 
| or by canals, to Alexandria, in Egypt; from 
S | hence they were tranſported acroſs -the Medi- 
terranean to Venice. This loading and un- 
WE loading, and tranſporting by land from the Red 
ea to Alexandria, was a great hindrance to the 
1 {Eaſt India trade; and it was with good reaſon 
= that the diſcovery of a paſſage by ſea was con- 
WE ſidered as of great importance. 

S Another circumſtance happened, which de- 
* termined {till more the courſe our Columbus 


is 

was to purſue, i. e. he married the daughter of 
Ly . a ſea captain, who was one of the firſt diſcover- 
ders of the iſlands Porto Santo and Madeira. 
t By this means he came into poſſeſſion of the 
ic WE log books and fea charts of this experienced 


& perſon, and in ſtudying them day and night, 
W his inclination to undertake ſomething ſimilar, 
as well as his wiſh to fee the newly diſcovered 
W ?llands, became daily more powerful. He there- 


lia = fore embarked once more, and made a voyage 
of WW to Madeira. He there purſued a very profitable 
+ trade for ſome years, ſometimes vifiting the 
ch 5 coaſt of Africa, the Canary Iſlands, and ſome- 
„ times the Azores. 
3 85 Motlier. Did he not take his wife with him 
5 in theſe voyages? | 


Fath. I think not, as none of thoſe who 
aye 
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exerciſe our memories. 


11 


have written his hiſtory bare made mention of x 


this circumſtance, 
Mother. Well, if that is the caſe, he may 
travel alone to night for all we care. Come, 


children, our work in the garden awaits us. 


Elis. Oh, Mamma! now this is juſt the 5 


ſame as when we heard the ſtory about Robin- 


fon, When one thinks it is . begun, you 


call us away. _ 

Geo. Never mind! Mamma only does it to 
Don't you know 
that? 

Lliz. Yes. But— 

All. To work! to work! to work! 


n 
„ 


1 
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= Father. Dorxe the whole time that 
5 olumbus was making theſe ſhort voyages, to 
Ind from the Canaries, he did not once loſe 
EL ght of the great project which, it appeared, he 
ad formed in his own mind, whilſt at Liſbon, 
5 „ How! (ſaid he frequently to himſelf), is 
5 mere no way to India, beſides that round 
WA frica, which the Portugueſe are endeavouring 
Wo diſcover? If one ſhould fail: from hence 
Wight Weſt, acroſs the Atlantic Ocean, ſhould 
Wot one be able to find land, which would 
We either India itſelf, or connected with it? Is 
2 Rot the earth round? and if this be the caſe, 
: hy may not the Almighty have created a 
5 tountr y on the other fide of it, in which men, 
d other animals, exiſt ? Is it probable that 
* is other half of the globe is covered by the 
a? No! no! India is, without doubt, larger 
55 Shan people! imagine; and the Eaſtern part of 
Wt extends, probably, very far towards Europe. 
If, therefore, one were to fail from hence right 
N eſt, one certainly ſhould get there.“ 

This was the reflection that firſt gave birth 


; bo his idea, that on the other fide of the globe 
I | © thers 


Ul 


| wind. 


L134] | 
there afſuredly muſt be another country. Bu 
this was not the only one: there were ſeveral 
other circumſtances which confirmed him in 


this opinion—the following muſt be placed 
among the moſt important. A Portugueſe 


once ſailed a great diſtance towards the Weſt, 


and on this voyage found a piece of wood, cu 


riouſly carved. This piece of wood, it mut. 
be obſerved, was driven towards him by wel- 
terly winds : he therefore concluded there 
muſt, without doubt, be an inhabited countr "Bi 
weſtward. = 

Again: Columbus's brother-in-law, upon 
a weſtern voyage from the iſland of Madeira, 4 
had likewiſe found a ſimilar piece of carved 
wood, which was alſo driven by a welterlyi 


And again : Upon the coaſt of the Azore = 
iſlands—I ſuppoſe you recollect where theſe 
iſlands lie? 1 6 

Cath. Oh, yes! Upon the Atlantic, be- 3 
tween Europe and America. . 

Fath. Quite right! Well, upon the acts 75 
coalt of theſe iſlands, I ſay, were frequently 


found trees torn up by the roots, of a kind 


never before ſeen. Theſe, alſo, were driven 
by a weſterly wind. In ſhort (and this last 
circumſtance rendered the conjecture of Co- "Re 
lumbus the moſt probable) there were once Wi 
found 19 


E ] 
4 1 Found upon this coaſt two human bodies, which 
5 * ere thrown up by the ſea, the figure of which 
A as ſo fingular, that they bore no reſemblance 
; + Fhatever to the Europeans, or to. the . of 
Ala or Africa. 
3 0 Columbus collected all theſe circumſtances 
; 5 arefully together; reflected upon them day 
Bend night; compared them with the different 
ccounts from India which he met with, either 
| 5 5 ancient or modern authors, and by this 
neans his conjectures were converted into the 
trongeſt conviction. | 
1 le did not, however, forget, that to err is 
natural to man; and that two heads are better 
F ; ban one. He therefore felt a proper diftidence 


5 is name was Paul. He was a ſurgeon in the 
5 Italian town, Florence. This enlightened 
be- an found the reaſoning of Columbus very 

Kut. He gave him {till the information, 


; chich confirmed him more than ever in his 
\ty{ 45 pinions, and encouraged him to commence 
Lin 


he execution of ſo great a project, as ſoon as 

ven potlible. | 

= Columbus was now fully determined to 

Co- 4 enter upon the undertaking ; but it demanded 

nce an equipment which far exceeded the limits 
Fn "0-3 — of 


4 il 
"IH 


of his property. It was therefore neceſſary, 3 


requeſted the affiſtance which was neceſſary ta 


jected his application. 
Having ſhewn the reſpect he thought due to 4 { 


the intention of preſenting his plan to a court, 


ticed on of him the whole of his plan, er 7 


nour of thediſcoveries he hoped to make; they 2 4 


1 6 7 


in order to have it carried into execution, to 45 
it before one of the neighbouring ſtates; and 
now the queſtion was, to which he ſhould give 
the preference. He did not heſitate a moment, 7 
but immediately determined to offer to his na- b 
tive country the benefits of his ſuture diſco- 1 
veries. He therefore laid the plan which he 1 
had formed, before the Senate of Genoa, and 


its execution. But this aſſembly did not feel & 
the force of his reaſoning. They looked upon i 
this great man as a mere ſpeculator, and re- : 8 

Columbus did not let this diſcourage him. 5 


his native country, he returned to Liſbon, wit 1 


which had, at that time, diſtinguiſhed ide 4 
more than, any other, in Wee ber of this 20 


55 rene attention; 3 e having en- + 


ing They ee to rob Fr of the ho- 60 


equipped a ſhip in great haſte, and commiſ- 5 
ſioned another ſea captain to execute what Co- LY 
lumbus bad planned, This perſon ſet ſail, but 


T — 7 ] | 

Nas he did not poſſeſs the ſpirit of the man whole 
4 place he was occupying, he gaye up all hopes 
of ſucceſs, after having made a ſhort voyage 


nd 
ve weſtward, and returned to Liſbon. 
it, Fohn. That's right! 


Fath. What? 


o- RE JFohn. That the ſtupid Portugueſe had not 
he 1 the good luck to wrong Columbus. 
nd *E Fath. That to be ſure ſhould give us plea- 


8 ſure; but, John, let us not call all the Portu- 
WE gueſe ſtupid, becauſe, three hundred years ago, 
WE three or four filly adviſers perſuaded their King 
to a bad action, when theſe adviſers were, per- 
7 haps, deſpiſed by the nation at large. 

3 Fohn, O! J only mean them. 

= Fath. In that caſe thou art in the right. 
W They certainly acted a mean and treacherous 


rt, part towards Columbus, and he felt a great de- 
ſelf gree of indignation on the occafion. He im- 
his mediately left a court which had treated him 


e 
hd. 


ſo ill, and now directed his courſe toward3 
Madrid - : 
Elisa. Oh! to Spain. 

Fath. Yes. But as he could not be certain, 
whether his propoſals might not be rejected by 
this court alſo, he ſent his brother Bartholomew, 
who had always been his boſom friend, to Eng- 
land, in order to try, if he could not do ſome- 


thing for him were, 1 
6 3 Ferdinand, 


N 


C 18 1 

Ferdinand, called the catholic, reigned at 
that time in Spain. He was of ſo timid and 
diſtruſtful a diſpofition, that he would not 
undertake any thing where there was the leaſt 
doubt of ſucceſs. Iſabella, his Queen, was, 
it is true, more enterpriſing than himſelf; but, 
being dependant upon him, ſhe rarely interfered 
with any thing that did not meet his approba- 
tion. Add to this, the King of Spain was un- 
fortunately engaged in a war with the laſt King 
of the Moors“, whoſe kingdom was in the 
Spaniſh province, Granada. What then could 
Columbus expect from a King thus ſituated? 
He was, nevertheleſs, received by Ferdinand 
and Iſabella with great reſpect, and heard with 
attention. 
they thought proper to lay his plan before cer- 
tain people to be examined, who unfortunately 


were deſtitute of the information neceffary to 


the inveſtigation of the ſubject. They teazed 
poor Columbus therefore with the moſt prepoſ- 
terous objections. 
that the ſea between Europe and India was ſo 


The Moors were a people who came from Arabia, into 
the upper part of Africa, and from thence into Spain. They 
had made themſelves maſters of a great part of this country, 


but, by degrees, the original inhabitants bec ame too powerful 
for them, and, after many long, and bloody wars, obliged 


them to leave Spain and return to Africa. | 
immenſely 


Previous to giving him an anſwer, 


One of them afferted,. 
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5 immenſely large, that a perſon, even with a 
good voyage, would be at leaſt three years in 
making the neareſt part of the continent from 
W Europe. Another alluded to the roundneſs of 
W the earth, and was of opinion, that in caſe a 
| perſon ſhould fail towards the Weſt, he would 
continually go down hill, of courſe that in re- 
turning he would have to fail conſtantly up hill, 
which he obſerved could never ſucceed, let the 
wind be ever ſo favourable. Others again were 
impertinent enough to aſk him, well he thought 
himſelf wiſer than all the millions of people who 
had lived before him ; and even, ſuppoſing there 
were a country on the other fide of the globe, 
whether he thought it could have remained 
undiſcovered ſo many centuries ?”? 
= Columbus was obliged to ſummon all his 
W fortitude, to bear with the ignorance and pride 
of theſe people. However, he conducted him- 
ſelf with extraordinary patience, anſwered every 
W objection, even the moſt ridiculous, in a ſe- 
WT rious and reſpectful manner. But of what 
ſervice was it to him? After having loſt five 
years, in endeavouring to convince theſe igno- 
rant people that his plan was founded in rea- 
| ſon; he had the mortification to learn, that 
they had given the King the moſt erroneous 
account of it; he of courſe received a refuſal 
from this court, in the following words—** that 
they 


I 2 f 


they could not commence any new undertaking 
to long as the war with the Moors continued.” 

Figure to yourſelves, the diitreſs of poor 
Columbus, at this miſcarriage of his fondeſt 
hopes! it was great; but his fortitude was ſtill 
greater. Far from giving up his adventurous 
undertaking upon this diſappointment, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to two Spanith gentlemen of 
high rank, who pofleſfed wealth adequate to 
the equipment of a ſmall ſquadron for a voyage 
of diſcovery; but he found that they, alfo, were 
deſtitute of ſufficient confidence and reſolution, 
He was again rejected. 

Fo. That is too bad, that the poor man's 
excellent project ſhould thus be every where 
rejected. 

James. I am ſarprized that he is not fo 
much vexed, as to give up all thoughts of it. 

Fath. He would not then have been the 
great man he now 18. Great and noble minds— 
obſerve this children; do not ſuffer themſelves 
to be terrified from the purſuit of a laudable 


object, no, not even by the greateſt difficulties 


that can be thrown in their way. Inditference, 
nay even ingratitude, from their fellow-mer, 
may, it is true, give them pain, but will 
never diſcourage them, or check their perſeve- 
rance. Whatever misfortunes may befal them, 
or whatever difficulties may obſtruct their pro- 
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W crcefs, their attention remains conſtantly fixed 


upon the fingle object they have once nobly 
determined to attain. This is a certain mark 
W of a truly great and virtuous character. 

n Such did the active hero of my tale prove 
WW himſelf to be. He hore nobly the mortification 


. of ſeeing both himſelf and his plans ever y where 
W rejected, and now determined to go to England 
W bimielf, having as yet waitedin vainfor news from 


his brother. This brother of his had the misfor- 
tune, on his voyage to England, to fall into the 
hands of pirates, and was carried into flayery, 
from which he was not releaſed till ſome years 
after. Itis true, as ſoon as he was ſet at liberty, 
he went to England, but in ſuch miſerable cir- 
eumſtances, that he was obliged to make and ſell 
maps, in order to gain money ſufficient to en- 
able him to buy the neceflary cloathing to * 
PI at court in. 

Columbus had a ſon, named Diege, whom he 
loved extremely. It was pon e to leave 
Spain without firſt ſeeing him. He went, there 
fore, to the cloiſter, in which his ſon was re- 
ceiving his education, and there made ac- 
quaintance with the Prior, or director, whoſe 
name was Perez, and who was a man of learn- 
ing. The Prior immediately perceived the 
excellency of the plan, which others had conſi- 
dered as founded 1 in ignorance; and, as he had 

reaſon 


1 

reaſon to flatter himſelf with having ſome 
influence with the Queen, he perſuaded Co- 
lumbus to delay his departure till he ſhould 
have received an anſwer to a letter which he 
ſaid he would write to her. Columbus con- 
ſented; and Perez expreſſed his repreſentation 
of the caſe with ſo much earneſtneſs and force, 
that the whole ſcene became immediately 
changed. Columbus was called to court. 
Iſabella received him kindly, and his friends 
began already to wiſh him joy upon the accom- 
pliſhment of his defigns, when the timid doubts 
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of the weak King again ruined every thing. He Milfort 
called the ſame people to council, whom he 3 to b 
had before conſulted about Columbus's plans, Rand 
and as they ſtill perſevered in the unfavourable f wh 


ſentence they had already paſſed upon it, he 
abſolutely refuſed' to hear any thing more on 
the ſubject, and, by his perſuaſion, prevailed 
upon the Queen to break off all the treaties 
ſhe had entered into with Columbus. 

Here ſtood the rejected, the ſlighted, and 


Hanc 
the C 
nd 
owe 
Perd 


ill- uſed man, the laughing ſtock of mean court- Mat t! 
ſycophants; a ſpectacle highly gratifying to Rin 7 


a (ct of wicked envious people, who had view- the! 
ed his riſing fortune with a malicious. eye! MWmoſt 
He would have: ſunk under a weight of the {MWColu 
moſt juſt indignation, had not his mind been ¶ ſervi 
{ſtronger than all the difficulties it had been his to ta 
fate for ſeveral years to eycounterl 


[ 23 1 


; Eliza. O! Father! Pleaſe to tell us firſt, 
Phat are court-ſycophants ? 

. Fath. At the courts of Kings and Princes, 
4 as every where elſe, my dear Eliza, there are 
ſometimes bad people mixed with the good; who 
; neither can, nor will, do any thing but flatter, 
W their ſuperiors, and flander eyen men of merit, 
W whoſe honeſty may ſometimes offend their de- 
Wccived maſters. Such worthleſs people, among 
: ourtiers, I call court-ſycophants. | 

S Eliza. Ah! That is it! 

: Fath. Columbus again ſummoned all his 
Wfortitude, to make another trial, which appeared 
o him to be the laſt, vis. to go to England, 
Wand offer the King of this country a territory, 
Which three courts had already, in their i igno- 
rance, contemptuouſly refuſed. Whilſt he was 
reparing for this journey, the Spaniards had 
Ne good fortune to take the town of Granada, 
Ind by that means put an end at once to the 
Power of the Moors in the Spaniſh territories, 
J'erdinand and Iſabella were tranſported with joy 
at the conclufion of the war, as it put them 
in poſſeſſion of the whole of Spain; and, as 
the heart of man, when expanded by joy, is 
moſt ſenſibly inclined to good actions, two of 
Columbus's friends (men who were highly de— 
ſerving of the reſpect of future ages) ventured 
to take advantage of this opportunity, and once 
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the other. 


Li: 4 
more lay before the Queen, in terms the moſt i 
perſuaſive, the truly great and well-founded 
project of their friend. 
Geo. Oh! what were their names? 
Fath. Quintanilla was one, , and Santangelo 


Both of them ſpoke with fach zeal, and 
knew ſo well how to give the greateſt force to 
the reaſoning of Columbus, that both the King 
and Queen were at laſt obliged to conſent. _ 
A courier was immediately diſpatched after 
Columbus, who had already entered upon his 
journey. He overtook him, and conduct- 
ed him back again, as in triumph, to the 
court of a Queen, who was now awaiting him 
with the greateſt impatience. Columbus at 
this moment forgot all the painful miſcarriages 
of his expectations, which he had had hitherto 
to bear with. He laid the propoſals, upon 
which he intended to undertake his hazardous 
voyage of diſcovery, before the Queen; and, 


and 
hoi 


ſo fe 
8 Colt 
ſigne 
him, 
othe} 
he n 
cont! 
and 
| orey 
vhic] 
territ 


as theſe were accepted, he at length, with un- 4 
ſpeakable joy, found himſelf at the ſummit of Mauite 
his moſt ardent wiſhes. _ F 

All. ( jumping for joy ) O, that is capital; enout 
that is charming! His hopes are at laſt fulfilled! Fe 


Char. Is he going to ſet fail directly? 01 
Fath, You ſhall hear that to- -morrow. 74s tc 
All. O, to- morrow! to-morrow |! rwar 


TALE 
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"TALE III. 


Peter. O. MAKE haſte, dear Father! 
and let Columbus ſet fail; left ſomething 
mould happen once more to hinder him. 

: Fauth. Do not fear. The buſineſs is now 
bo far ſettled, that it cannot well miſcarry again. 
Columbus has got a paper in his poſſeſſion, 
bgned by the Queen, in which is promiſed 
him, amongſt other things, that he, and no 
other, ſhall be Viceroy of all the lands which 
Wc may diſcover, and that this honour ſhall 
continue in his family to the lateſt poſterity ; 
2 and further, that he, and his deſcendants 
orever, ſhall enjoy a tenth of the revenue, 
yhich the crown of Spain may derive from the 
territories diſcovered by him. 


Matt. My goodneſs! why he will get 


quite rich. 


James. He has been obliged to ſuffer 
enough for it. 


Fatk. And fo he . 


The equipment of the veſſels, wha he 
as to take on the expedition, was now going 
erwards with all poſſible diſpatch, But they 


D were 


Columbus would have had the courage to have 


Maria; the ſecond, the Pinta; and the third the 


to accompany Columbus upon this dangerous 


not amount to more than twenty-four thouſand 


E 


were ſo ſmall and ill-built, that no other than 


ventured himſelf with them in ſo diſtant and 
unknown a ſea, the dangerous parts of which 
no chart pointed out. One of them, in which 
he intended to fail himſelf, was called Santa 


Nigna. The two laſt, did not much excel : 
the ſize of a large boat. ö 

This ſinall ſquadron was proviſioned fol 4 
twelve months, and that only for ninety men. 
Theſe were the whole of the people who were 


voyage. The expence of the equipment did 


dollars“. Yet, ſo enormouſly great did this 
ſum appear to the Spaniſh court, that the en- 
terpriſe would have entirely fallen to the ground 
azain, had not Columbus agreed to pay an 
eighth part of it out of his own property. In 
return for this, however, he took care to ſecure 
to himfelf an eighth of the profits which — 
accrue from the voyage. 
Fohn, Was the Spaniſh court fo poor, al 
that time, as not to be able to raiſe lou 
a ſum? 5 
Fauth. At that time, my dear 1 five 
dollars were worth more than one hundred 


ignor 
him 

vas 1 
by al 


age, 


Five thouſand four hundred pounds. T. 
RE are 


11 
tre now, and this partly becauſe a perſon muſt 
vork harder to get them, and alſo becauſe they 
W would purchaſe more. And if you conſider 
W further, that the Spaniſh court had been quite 
WT exhauſted by the long war juſt concluded with 
me Moors, you will be able to explain to 
WT yourſelf this circumſtance very eaſily. 
7 Now, children, prepare yourſelves to fee 
Wat laſt our brave Columbus depart. Every 
preparation is made; the veſſels lie at anchor, 
ready for ſailing, at Palos, a ſmall harbour in 
Andaluſia: have but a little patience, and you 
vin ſoon ſee them weigh anchor amidſt the 
loud farewels of a vaſt multitude of people. 
Nic. O why not rather immediately? 
Fat. For this reaſon; becauſe Columbus 
was not only a courageous and ſkilful failor, 
t a pious chriſtian. He therefore thought it 
his duty to implore, before he failed, the bleſſing 
of the Creator of the ſea, and Governor of the 
univerſe, upon his great enterpriſe, in which he 
vas the more intereſted on this account, that 
he had the intention of promulgating the 
knowledge of the only true God, among the 
gnorant ſavages that providence might lead 
him to diſcover.. As, therefore, every thing 
vas ready for his departure, he went, attended 
by all who were to accompany him on his voy- 
age, in folemn proceſſion to a cloiſter, at a ſinall 
* 5 D 2 diſtance 


2 * = 1 
— — — noo es 


had commended themſelves; and the following 


voyage 
age of diſcovery, they failed right for the Ca- 


tune, which, though in itſelf of little conſe- 
_ quence, might have once more fruſtrated the 


helm of the Pinta broke, as it is thought through 


1 _] 
diſtance- from the town, and there, with the 
moſt becoming ſeriouſneſs, offered up his pray. 
ers to God; the ſailors, in a manner truly 
devout, following his example. After this, they 
returned to theirfhips, full of confidence in the 
protection of the Almighty, to whoſe care they 


morning (it was the third of Auguſt, 1492 
they ſet ſail, amidſt the ſhouts of a vaſt con- 
courſe of people, aſſembled on the occaſion. - 

All. Well done! well done! a good 


_ Fath. Aeon, to the plan which Cotattin 
bug had laid down, for this extraordinary voy- 


nary Iflands; but fo early as on the ſecond Mnio: 
day after ſetting ſail, they met with a misfor- his 
whi 
fim! 
whole undertaking, had Columbus been as} 
weak as his ſuperſtitions companions. The 


a V« 
ſubj 
Was 
ever 
give 
fach 
the 

ſaid | 
rom 
here 


the premeditated deſign of the mate, who repented 
that he had undertaken ſo dangerous a voyage, 
and of courſe, wiſhed to find that they were 
under the neceſlity of returning. But in what 
light do you think the ſailors viewed this trifling 
accident? As an omen of the unfortunate iſſue 
of their voyage. We are loſt, they cried, if 

we 


L 29 ] 

we do not immediately return.“ And why? 

ſaid Columbus. Why! Anſwered they, does 
not Heaven give us clearly enough to underſtand 
W by the broken rudder; that we ſhall be unfortu- 
nate if we do not inſtantly renounce this raſh 
enterprize? Now, really, added Columbus, I 
cannot conceive where you could get the in- 
formation, that this infignifi cant circumſtance, 
is a preſage from heaven of future misfortune ? 
As far as I underſtand it, a broken rudder fig- 
nifies no more than that it ſhould be mended. 
The admiral is an infide}, whiſpered the ſail- 
ors, one to another! He does not believe in 
omens!- 9 . 8 
Columbus percelving what were their opi- 
ions, thought it his duty to reclaim, if poſſible, 
his 1gnorant companions from a ſuperſtition 
which might diſcourage them on a hundred 
fimilar occaſions. He therefore entered into 
a very minute converſation with them on the 
ſubject, and clearly proved to them, that it 
was unreaſonable to believe in any thing what- 
ever as a preiage; becauſe the Almighty has 
given us no cauſe to expect, that he will by 
Inch means inform us what ſhall take place in 
the future. With great wiſdom and mercy, 
ſaid he, has Heaven on the contrary, concealed 
rom us the knowledge of future events, It is, 
herefore, an uſeleſs and idle employment, to 
5 3 endeavour 
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endeavout to gueſs at our future lot, from 


1 


circumſtances that have no kind of connection Fi 
with it. All that a pious and wiſe man has to ne 
do, is to attend to his occupation with diſcretion lo 
and unceaſing induſtry, to perform every day 
his duty, and then to caſt himſelf entirely upon ſię 
the care of Providence, without any anxious WW er 
concern about what may happen unto him. ba 
And let us, my companions, reſolve to adopt this tit 
as a rule, by which to govern ourſelves, during ri 
the whole of our voyage. W 
Columbus had the good fortube; by repre . 
ſentations like theſe, at leaſt to leſſen the ſuper - pe 
ſtitious fears of his companions, though he might C 
not eradicate them: and, without any thing far - ta 
ther of conſequence having happened to them, pe 
they came to anchor off one of the Canary ve 
Iflands. Here they refitted as well as they ex 
were able, provided themſelves with all kinds of ta 
neceſſaries, and on the 6th of September, again ra 
weighed anchor, in order to commence their to! 
great yoyage upon theweſtern Ocean, till then rie 
unnavigated. You may fancy how the hearts th 
of the crew began to beat. li 
The firic day they were nearly becalmed, m 
and made but little way. On the ſecond, or to 
as others ſay, on the third, they loſt fight of the © 
Canary Iflands. And now, children, direct ha 
your whole attention tothe man upon whom the Pa 


eyes 


© 0: 
eyes of all his companions were ſolely fixed! 
From this day Columbus will diſplay a great- 
neſs of conduct, which muſt inſpire you with 
love and veneration towards him! 
Scarcely had he and his fellow ſailors loſt 
ſight of land, when the courage of the latter 
entirely forſook them. Juſt as though they 
had till now been unacquainted with their deſ- 
tined voyage, they ſuddenly became much ter- 
rified at the great and daring enterprize, in 
which they were engaged. They began to 
weep, beat their breaſts, and cried out like 
people that were led to unavoidable deſtruction. 
Columbus affailed on all fides by their lamen- 
tations, ſtood, like a rock in the midſt of a tem- 
peſtuous ocean, compoſed and firm, and diſco- 
yered ſo much calmneſs of mind, ſuch a ſettled 
expectation of a happy iſſue to his great under- 
taking, that his preſence would have given cou- 
rage to the weakeft coward. He reproved them 
for their timidity, and placed the rewards, the 
riches, and honours they would meet with at 
the concluſion of their voyage, in ſo ftrong a 
light, that they all forgot their fears, and pro- 
miſed to follow cheerfully wherever he deſigned 
to conduct them. From this inſtance of their 
cowardice, Columbus learnt what ſcenes he 
had in future to expect, and held himſelf . 
pared for them. | 
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He was now almoſt always upon deck, 
either with the lead or the * in his 
hand. 
Fred. What are theſe 5 
.Fath. The former, Frederick, is a han 
piece of lead, or iron, tied toalong cord. This 


they throw into the ſea, and let the cord run 


after it. When the lead is got to the bottom, 
it may be learnt by the length of cord it took 

below the water, how deep the ſea is in that 

particular part. Do you underſtand? 

Fred. Yes. But why do people trouble 
themſelves about the depth of the fea? 
Fath. Should you not be able to gueſs at 
that yourſelf? Think of it a little. 

Fred. O yes! I know now ; if the water 1s 
not deep enough, the ſhip would ſtrand and go 
to pieces, and for that reaſon they muſt always 
try whether they have water enough. 

Fath. Juſt fo. Thus you ſee if we do but 
carry our thoughts about us, it is eaſy for us to 
find out many things ourſelves. But now you 
will wiſh to know what the quadrant is. 

Fred. Yes, dear father. 

Fath. Firſt anſwer me a queſtion. When 
you are going from hence to B, can you 
tell at any part of the road how far you 
have walked? 

Fr ed. O Jes. 


Fath. 


the 


ho! 


in 


lou 
cel 
nal 


lea 
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Fath. And how can you tell that? 

Fred. Why I only need count my ſteps, 
or look about me; I ſhculd then know directly 
how far I was on the road. There 1 is no art 
in that. | | 
Fauth. That is true. But tell A f N 
failors, when they are in the middle of the ſea, 
where they can ſee nothing but the ſky and 
water, be able to tell exactly where they were, 
and how meny miles they had failed? 

© Pete Os: | 

Fath. But you muſt perceive that it is of 
the greateſt conſequence to theſe people, that 
they ſhould be able at any time to tell this. 

Fred. Certainly. 

 Fath. Becauſe, if they do not know where 
they are, they cannot tell how to ſteer for the 
place they wiſh to go to, Now, Frederick, 
how do you think they contrive to KNOW this 
in the middle of the ſea? 

Fred. Why that is a myſtery to be ſure! 

Fath. Come with me into the large par- 
lour. Well; now look attentively at the 
ceiling, and take notice of the different or- 


naments upon it, Remember where they are. 
Fred, Very well. 


Fath. Now I will blindfold you, and will 
lead you backwards and forwards in this large 
room, 


* 


11 


room, and turn you round two or three times, 
till it will be impoſſible for you to know where- 
abouts you are. [ The Father did as he 
had nee 
Fath. Now lay your head back, fo that 
when I take the handkerchief off, you may 
not ſee any thing but the ceiling. Well; now 
[taking the handkerchief off } look up, and 
tell me, if you can, in which corner of the 
room you are? 
Fred. In that next the organ. 
Fath. How do you know that? 
Fred. Becauſe juſt in this place I find the 
roſs upon the beam, which I Particular! y notic- 
ed before. 

Fatli. See there: you can tell where you 
ſtand by looking at the ceiling. Do you think 
that ſailors could tell in what part of the ſea 
they were by ſimilar means? 

Fred. O, yes! 


* 


ſuppoſe they can tell by the ſtars in what direc- 
tzon they are. 
Fath, Right. But, my dear Frederick, 
the heavens are ſo high, that the ſtar which 
appears perpendicularly over our heads, ſeems 
to remain in exactly the ſame place, after we 
have travelled many miles, Add to this, that 
the 


They need only look of 
the heavens, as I looked at the ceiling, and I 


5 
the ſtars do not continue fixed in the ſame 
ſituation; but, on the contrary, like the ſun 
and moon, are to be ſeen ſometimes in one 
part of the heavens, and ſometimes in another. 


I You lee, therefore, that ſailors cannot be guid- 


ed by them exactly in the ſame manner as 
you were by the ornaments of the ceiling. 

For this purpole various arts, and ſome very 
ingenious inſtruments, are necefary ; in par- 
ticular one, by means of which the heighth of 
the ſtars, and their diſtance from each other, 
may be meaſured without going up to them. 
And this 1s the inſtrument which is called a 
quadrant. 5 

Fred. Ah! very well. 

Fath. Columbus from this time, therefore, 
was chiefly upon deck; partly to make the 
3 obſervations reſpecting the depth of 

the fea, and the courſe of the ſhip, and partly 
to give the neceffary orders himſelf, for every 
thing that ſhould be done. Few were the 
hours he allowed himſelf for ſleep and refreſh- 
ment; yet he always exhibited to his compa- 
nions a compoſed and open countenance. He 
renounced every gratification, of which thoſe 
about him could not partake, and was diſtin- | 
guiſhed from the common ſailor only by his 
penetration and fortitude, in which, indeed, 
| me 


„„ 


he far excelled all his companions; and by 
means of theſe qualifications, he encouraged 
the cowardly among them, more than by the 
forcible and perſuaſive ſpeeches he addreſſed 
to them. Such a man alone was capable of 
carrying into execution a project like that in 


which he was engaged. It muſt inevitably 1 
have failed in the hands of any one who poſ- eed 
ſeſſed a leſs degree of courage, penetration, 0 
and ingenuity. d me 
. 

And with this enough for dr, To- 7 
morrow we will let our adventurer proceed 25 
bis ' ave 

vn his voyage =P 
re, 


UT 
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= Fil. Now. children, before I pro- 
Need, I have ſomething of importance to ſay 
* you, It is neceſſary that you ſhould liſten 
Wo me with the greateſt attention. 

All. [full of expefation] Well? 


= 7. In the courſe of my tale, I ſhall often 
A ave occaſion to mention the longitude and la- 
ade of different places. It is proper, there- 
re, that you ſhould all clearly underſtand | 
hat theſe words mean, 
 Fohn, We have known that a long time. 
James. Father taught us that two years ago, 
hen we began to learn Geography. 
Fath. Did I? Well; I am glad of it. 
hen one of you two eldeſt muſt take my 
ace, and teach it the younger, who as yet | 
ww nothing about it. 


John. O, Yes. But we muſt fetch the 
lobe firſt, 


Fath. I think we can 1 without it. Let 
fee. I have a ſketch here of a ſmall globe, 
nich, perhaps, will anſwer our purpoſe, Now 
2c of you will be Father? 


* All. 


the eldeſt, come forward; and do you, James, 
watch, whether he does it right, or not; in orde 
that, if it be neceſſary, you may aſſiſt him. 


and you, my ſon Frederick; pay atten. 


Al. ©, 1111 11 
Tatk. As you all wiſh to be Father, 1 ſup⸗ 
poſe I muſt chooſe one. You, John, being 


Folm. Hem ! Come here, daughter Eliza, 


tion. I will teach you what the longitude and 7 
latitude of the earth is. _ 55 
Mother, The beginning 1s pompous enougi out 


however. 


Jol, 


1.39 1 


ohn. Y es, Mother, Lam Father now. It 
is therefore proper that I ſhould give myſelf. 
a little conſequence, Hem! Look here, chil- 
dren; this little drawing coprelent one ſide of 
our earth. 

Fred, W ell. 

Fol. The earth „as 1 6 4 you alread 7 
know, 1 is round, | 

Eliza. O, and I know why; E becauſe its 
ſhadow 18 round, and becauſe 

Fohn. Not quite ſo haſty, my ace. 
What you are going to ſay, does not belong to 
this place. Suffice it to obſerve; the earth is 
bund, like a lemon, only a little uneven ; and 
this picture repreſents one fide of it. 
Fred. Come, proceed; we know that already. 
Fou. Upon this our earth are two points, 
which ſtand directly oppoſite each other, and 
round which it continually turns. (They are 
marked upon our drawing with the figures, No. 
I and 2.) Theſe two points are called poles of 
the earth. The uppermoſt (No. 1.) pointing 
directly to a ſtar in the heavens, called the 
North Pole Star, has rceived the name of the 
North Pole. No. 2, on the contrary, is called 
Wthe South Pole. Do you underſtand ? 
Elisa. Certainly ; the uppermoſt point is 
called the North Pole, and the low ermoſt the 
South Pole. 


E 2 | John. 


In. 


7.06] 


John. Capital, my dear child. Now loo 7 
again at our drawing. Round the middle o d. 
the globe, the half of which 1s here repreſented, 
is a line drawn which divides it into two equal 
parts, This line is marked A. B. E. 

Fred. Is there really ſuch a line upon out 
earth? | - 
John. Dear me! No; Frederick. We leam . or 
ed men only repreſent ſuch a line in our ow th 
imaginations. tin 

Eliza. But why do you do that? 

FJaln. A little patience, and thou ſhalt un iin 
derſtand it. Do you wiſh to know what thiy ple 
line is called? It is called the En W 7. 

Eliza. Why? 5 

Join. Becauſe we, in idea, divide the eari a1, 
into two equal parts by it; and likewiſe, be- 
cauſe the day and night are of an equal length, 
when the ſun ſtands directly over this line; for gre 


the word æquare, from which Equator is derived to 


ſignifies, to make equal. Now, children, ob dia. 
ſerve the line drawn round the earth thus, fron the. 
A. to B. and then on the other fide which wu nie: 


cannot ſee, to A. again this is called the lon han 
gitude of the Earth. Do you underſtand? We 
Both. O, Ves. 
Fokn. Well; fo far ſo ood. But now you 
mult learn what the latitude of the earth 1s 


De 
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Do you ſee theſe lines which run from the North 
down to the South Pole? 
Both. Yes. 
Fon. Well, theſe ſhew the breadth of the 
earth, and they are called Meridian lines. 
Fred. Why Meridian lines? 
 Fohn. Becauſe, when the ſun is exactly over 
one of theſe lines, all the places that lie upon 
that line have noon, or mid-day,* at the ſame 
time. Do you underſtand me? 
Eliza. Yes; Doctor. 
John. Very well. One of theſe meridian 
Imes, of which you may draw as many as you 
pleaſe, is called the firſt. In our drawing it 
ſhall be this which you ſee 1s drawn a little ; 


broader than the others, and is cut into ſmall 


diviſions. Do you obſerve it? 

Both, Yes; yes. 

Folin. If we aſk, (take notice) in what de- 
gree of longitude a certain place lies, we with 
to know what diſtance it is from the firſt meri- 
dian line. But, remember, the diſtance from 
thence to the meridian- line muſt always be 
meaſured towards the Weſt. If, on the other 
hand, it be aſkedin what latitude any place lies ? 
We then want to know how far it is from thence 


8 


to the Equator. Is that clear to you? 


* Meridies in Latin, . 
3 | Both. 


come to the firſt meridian line. But, Frederick, 
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if I enquire further, in what latitude the ſhip is, 


with your attention. 


the little father a kiſs, children, for having 


E 


Both. O, yes. | 

John. 1 obſerve there is a ſmall hip upon 
our drawing. If I ſhould aſk you now, in 
what longitude this — is? What ſhould I with 
to know? 


Eliza. How far i it 18 FOR the firſt meridian 
hne. 


Fon. That is, "Godin you to meaſure 
towards the Weſt, round the earth, till you 


tha: 
are 


des 
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what ſhould I then mean? 
Fred, Why, how far it 1s from thence: to 


the equator. 
Fohn. Right. Now I am quite ſatisfied 
Tath. And I with thy explanation; give 


taught you ſo well, and this [kiffing him] thou 


ſhalt have from me, as a reward for having done deg 
my office ſo much honour. find 
James. But he has forgot Ganething, father. 
Fath. What is that? Give 
James. That the equator and meridian are MW hin 
divided into degrees. 
Fath. Then do thou go and take his place, | 
and try if thou canſt not explain to them this 2 


circumſtance as well. 
James. Hem! I will ſee, Do you perceive 
that 


1 


that the equator, and the firſt meridian line, 
are divided into ſmall parts? 

Fred. and Eliza. O, yes. 

James. Each of theſe diviſions is called a 
degree, and contains fixty * geographical 
miles. The equator contains 369 ſuch de- 
grees; and a meridian line, extending from 
one pole to the other, 180 degrees. Now, 
for inſtance, a petſon ſays, a certain place lies 
npon the 33oth degree longitude ; nothing 
more 18 meant than this, that if we were to 
meaſure round the earth, from that place to- 
wards the Weſt, until we came to the firſt 
meridian line, counting the degrees upon the 
equator, we ſhould find them tobe 330. And, 
if the perſon ſhould add, that the fame place 
lay upon the eighth degree latitude, he would 
mean, that if you began to meaſure from the 
equator to the place in queſtion, counting the 

degrees upon the meridian line, you would 
find them to be eight. | 
Fath. Bravo! James deſerves a big too. 
ire him one, children, and there [#ſſing | 


him] is mine. 
James. It was eaſily gained. 


Futh. Now, children, let us ſee in what 
degree of latitude and longitude this fhip is, 
which I have drawn upon the globe. 


* Equal to 691 Engliſh miles. T. I 
1 Firſt, 
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Of 
Firſt, under what degree of longitude. Ob- 
ſerve, we muſt count the degrees upon the 


equator weſtward, from the place where the 
ſhip is, until we come to the firſt meridian line, 


But as the drawing repreſents only one ſide of 


the earth, we cannot count upon it the degrees 


of the equator. We muſt therefore depend on 
the accuracy of the perſon who made it. He 
has put, you perceive, under the ſhip 340, 
that then is the degree of longitude in which 
the ſhip 18 placed. 

But now what is its degree of latitude? Here 
we can count the degrees ourſelves upon the 
meridian line from the equator, till we come 


_ oppoſite to the ſhip, that is hereabouts; there- 


fore one, two, three, four, five : there we have 


it. It is under the fifth degree of latitude. Do 


you underſtand that, children? 
Eliza and Fred. O yes, father. 


Flath. Very well; J am glad of it. It will 
be of great uſe to you in time to come; for 


if, in the courſe of my narration, I ſhould 
ſpeak of Columbus's ſhip being in this, or that 
degree of longitude, or latitude, you will under- 
ſand what I mean. But obſerve this, before 
I proceed, when we ſpeak of the latitude of 
the earth above the equator, towards the North 
Pole, it is then called north latitude, and when 
we ſpeak of the latitude of the earth, below tac 
equator, 


W 
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equator, towards the South Pole, it is then, for 
the ſake of a neceilary SOOT called ſouth 
latitude, _ 

And now to return again to our Columbus, 

Folm. That's right. 

Fath. On the ſecond day of his ere 
from the Canaries, he had only ſailed eighteen 
leagues, there being but little wind. How- 
ever, as he foreſaw that nothing would diſmay 
his ignorant companions ſo much as the length 
of the voyage they had before them; he deter- 
mined to paſs upon them, what he conſidered 
as a harmleſs* deception, in order, if poſſible, 
to prevent their impatience. He therefore 
told them they had failed ſeven leagues 
weſtward. 

On the twelfth of September, ſix days after 
their departure, they were in three hundred and 
fifty degrees longitude, reckoning from Ferro, 
one of the Canary lands ; or, which amounts 
to the ſame, one hundred and ſeventy-two 
leagues weſtward of it, and in the ſame degree 
of latitude with this iſland. They here diſco- 
vercd the trunk of a large tree, which appeared 
to have been ſome time in the water. Through 
miſtake the ſailors conſidered this circumſtance 


„This conduct was unworthy of Columbus, and I 
could wiſh my young readers, always to bear in mind, that 
deceit in every caſe is wrong, and never can be harmleſs, T. 

as 


11 


as an evidence that they were not far diſtant 


+ from land, and of courſe became more ſatisfied, a 
0 However, this feaſon of comfort did not long a 
tal continue; for, having proceeded fifty leagues 5 
1 further, a circumſtance occurred which threw N 
"ol them into the utmoſt conſternation, at the fame 0 
Wi time that it ftruck their commaiyer with 50 
78 _aſtoniſhment, 1 
1 Some of them. What could it be. © 
7 Fath. You know, that with ſailors, the 0 
i principal conductor is the magnet, as it poſſeſſes "1 fe 
a. the ſingular property of pointing always to the 

. l; North. By means of it, people at ſea are able 

N i to diſtinguiſh, both by night and day, the four 18 
* points of the heavens, and know in what di- 
rection to ſteer their veſſel. Without ſuch a 5 
1 conductor, which hitherto had always been i 
1 found faithful, to have ventured on ſo long and 8 
1 unknown a voyage, would have been preſump- * 
x tion. Now you may readily conceive what _ 
. was the ſurprize of Columbus, and the conſter- n 
nation of his cowardly companions, when theß 0 
4 ſuddenly perceived that the magnetic needle : 


in their compaſs (as you know the box is called 
in which the magnet 1s fixed) no longer pointed 
directly to the polar ſtar, but a full degree 
weſtward of this direction. Come hither, 
children; I have brought with me a compaſs 
by means of which I ſhall be able to make you 
underſtand 
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underſtand this circumſtance better. Obſerve, 
he needle now points in its uſual direction, 
namely towards the place in the heavens where 
at night the North Pole ſtar may be ſeen, 
| Now, at the time we are ſpeaking of, it inclined | 
towards the left hand, or the Weſt, exactly 
ſuch a degree as you ſee marked here all 
round the compaſs. This was an appearance 
which neither Columbus, nor any other ſailor, 
had till then witneſſed. It was natural there- 
fore for them to be much ſurprized at it. 
Peter. What could be the cauſe of it? 

Fath. Though this variation of the magnet 
is now become familiar to ſailors, and the places 
are enumerated where it takes place, we are 
as much at a loſs to anſwer that queſtion at 
preſent, as Columbus was then. There are, 
my dear children, many inexplicable ſecrets 
of this kind in nature. This ſhould excite you 
to endeavour to attain as much knowledge as 
you can, for it is impoſſible to ſay that the 

great God may not have deſigned one of you to 
draw aſide the veil, which mortal eyes have 
not yet been able to penetrate. 

Nic. I will endeavour to find it out, as ſoon 
as J have learnt a little more. 

All. So will I! So will JI. 
Fath. Very well. But if you wiſh to PISS 


ceed, you muſt endeayour to gain a great deal 
of 


Ar A ks Jon Ae on E aoefeoicoult. 7 8 


* 
i 
k 

| 
: 
2 
1 
; 
2 
4 
15 
N 
* 
* 


D 


SWF. - 


— . 4 — 
—— TT TS "Vx g 


Tet 
of mathematical and phyſical knowledge, and 
to this end Iwill lend you my aſſiſtance. 


The companions of Columbus, as I obſerved, 
were in the greateſt conſternation. The dif- 


| tance they had left behind appeared to them 


immeaſurably great, though their commander, 
in the account which he had given them, had 


not mentioned more than one third of the 


leagues they had failed. They now thought 
all nature had undergone a change, and trem- 
bled at the idea that their only conductor, the 


magnet, had begun to forſake them. 


Columbus, whoſe penetration in diſcovering 
ſources of comfort for his weak and ignorant 


fellow ſailors, ſoon invented a plauſible reaſon 


for this unexpected occurrence, which, al- 


tnough not ſatisfactory to himſelf, was conſo- 
latory in ſome degree to them. They there- 
fore continued to purſue their voyage, hoping 
that nothing would again occur to alarm them. 
At length they got into the current of the 


trade winds. 

Fred. What is that? 

Fath. You remember what is meant by 
the tropics ? | 5 

Fred. O, yes; thoſe circles drawn in 
imagination round the globe, on each ſide of 
the equator, over which the ſun ſtands perpen- 
dicularly when we have the longeſt or the ſhort- 
eſt day. 


James. 


91 
James. When the fun ſtands perpendicular! F 


over the uppermoſt of theſe circles, then we 
have the. longeſt day; and, in like manner, 


when it ſtands over the lowermoſt, we bare 


the ſhorteſt day. 

Fauth. Right! You may ſee each of theſe 
eircles npon our little drawing. Look, the up- 
permoſt I have marked C. D. the lower E. F. 
Now, in the ſpace between t:eſe two circles, 
in the midſt of the Ocean, they have conti- 
nually the ſame wind, namely from eaſt to weſt, 
and this is what is called the trade wind, or 
monſo ons. Of this diſcovery, which is now 
generally known, Columbus was alſo ignorant. 
Perceiving, therefore, that the veſſel was con- 
tinually driven by an eaſt wind, his ſuperſtitious 
people again began to be alarmed, *© What, 
thought they, if the wind always blows from 


this point, how are we to return to our native 
country?“ This idea made them tremble 


with fear. 1 
Unfortunately, another circumſtance occur- 


red which tended greatly to increaſe their appre- 


henſions. They ſuddenly found the ſea covered 
with green weeds, as far as the eye could reach, 
ſo that it ſeemed as if they were ſailing upon 
an immenſely large meadow. In ſome places 


theſe weeds were fo exceedingly thick that the 


88 of the ſhip was obſtructed by them, Here 
* the 
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then was freſh reaſon for dreadful alarm. We 
are at laſt (thought they) come to the end 
of the navigable ſea, Under theſe weeds 
may be hidden rocks and ſhoals, and before we 
can help ourſelves we may be daſhed in pieces. 
Poor unfortunate people that weare! Why have 
we been ſo ready to entruſt ourſelves to the 
command of a leader ſo preſumptuous and fool- 
hardy?“ 
be courage and prudence of Columbus 
did not upon this occaſion forſake him. ** Are 
you not (ſaid he to his companions) a ſet of ig- 
norant people, thus to ſuffer yourſelves to be 
terrified at that which ought to ſtrengthen your 
hope of having nearly attained the ſummit of 
our wiſhes? C: an graſs and weeds grow in the 
middle of the ſea? and is it not therefore very 
probable that we muſt be near a continent, 
upon the coaſts of which theſe have grown? 
The ſailors ſtared with amazement at ſuch 
welcome news, and ſeveral birds having been 
perceived at the ſame time, flying towards the 


Weſt, their fear was in an inſtant changed to 


joyful hope ; ; and they proceeded on their 
voyage in expectation that it would ſoon have 
e happy iflue. 


A. 


TALE 


1 


TALE v. 


Cath. WI LL not Columbus foon diſ- 


cover the country he is in ſearch of ? 


Fath. Indeed, my dear Catharine, there 


is no immediate proſpect of it. The hope 


which they had derived from the ſea weeds, 


and the Aight of the birds, ſoon forſook them ; 


and though they had failed no leſs than ſeven 


hundred and ſeventy leagues weſtward, ſtill no 
land appeared. Fortunately there was not any 


perſon on board either of the veſſels, except 


the Admiral himfelf, who was able to calculate 
the way they had made. He continued, 
therefore, to keep back a conſiderable part of 


his reckoning, and ſaid they had ſailed no 


| more than five hundred and eighty leagnes. 


Even this diſtance, however, from their 


native country, appeared to them enormouſly 


great, They again began to ſigh, murmur, 


and complain, They blamed their own cre- 


dulity, for having fo readily placed confidence 
in the aſſurances of Columbus, and even uttered 
Y 2. the 
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the bittereſt reproaches againſt Queen Iſa- 
bella herſelf, for her cruelty in thus ſacrificing 


the lives of ſo many of her ſubjects, in attempt- 


ing to execute the ridiculous projects of an 


adventurer. In their opinion they had already 
given ſufficient proofs of courage, nor would 
any one think of charging them with cowardice, 
ſhould they now turn the whole of their attention 


to the preſervation of their lives. They were 


all agreed, that it was high time to return, 


thould not the perpetual eaſt wind render that 
unpoſſible; and that their commander ſhould 
be compelled to renounce his romantic deſigns. 
It was the opinion of the moſt deluded among 


them, that he ſhould inſtantly be thrown over- 


board, and thus be got rid of at once: they 


were certain that upon their return to Spain 


no particular enquiries would be made after ſo 
wretched a ſpeculator. 


Columbus was aware of the danger tliat 
hung over his head, but did not ſuffer 1t to 


terrify him; convinced that his views were 
equally rational and important; and placing 


full confidence in the protection of the Al- 


mighty, he appeared before his rebellious crew: 
with the calm and ſteady countenance of a 


man, who had every reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
the proſecution of his enterprize. He reproved 


their childiſh cowardice, 1 in mild, but ſerious 
terms, 
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13 
terms, and tried every method which his addreſs 
and knowledge of mankind could furniſh, to 
revive their courage, and reftore ſubordination 
amongſt them. He endeavoured to bring them 
back to duty, by gentle and friendly expoſtula- 
tions, and then aſſuming the authoritative man- 
ner of a commander, threatened them with the 
diſpleaſure of their Queen, and the ſevereſt 
puniſhments, if they dared to obſtruct his pro- 
ceeding, at the very time when he was about 
to accompliſh his great undertaking. 

It is the prerogative of great minds to bend 
and mould the hearts of their weaker fellow- 
creatures like. wax, and O, how happy would 
it be for mankind, were all thoſe on whom the 
Almighty has beſtowed great talents, to employ 
them like Columbus, in proſecuting ſchemes 
whoſe object is the general good! 

He ſucceeded once more in reclaiming his 
revolting companions, Heaven itſelf appeared 
to aid him on this occaſion, for the wind, which 
till now had continued eaſterly, veered to the 
fouth weſt, ſo that every one muſt perceive 
it depended ſolely on themſelves to return, 
whenever they thought fit. The Admiral did 
not fail to make them attentive to this circum- 
ſtance, and as at the time ſeveral occurrences 
happened, which appeared to juſtify the ex- 
pectation of ſoon diſcovering land, they again 
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promiſed obedience to him, and proceeded 
on their voyage with freſh courage. 
One day the Commander of the Pinta, which 
had got a-head?*, laid her along-ſide the Admi- 
ral, that is, brought his ſhip fo near the Admi- 
ral's ſhip, that they could converſe with each 
other ; and informed Columbus that he-thought 
he could diſcern land about fifteen leagues tv 
the North. At the word land, there was a ge- 
neral expreſſion of joy. They immediately 
preſſed the Admiral to alter his courſe towards 
the point where the ſuppoſed land lay. But 
Columbus was fo well convinced the Comman- 
der of the Pinta was under a miſtake; that he 
did not agree to this haſty propoſal. He pro- 
ceeded, notwithſtanding the murmurs of his 
crew, in his courſe towards the Weſt, to which, 
in conformity with his plan, he had uninter- 
raptedly confined himſelf. 
Nic. I think he was a little ſtubborn there. 
Fath. How fo? 
Nic. He ſurely might have failed fifteen 
| leagues on one fide to oblige his people. 


Fath. No, my dear Nicholas, he ought not 
to have done it to oblige them, if he was con- 
vinced that the ſuppoſed diſcovery was a miſtake; 
for, if he had yielded, his people would have 


* A ſea - faring term, ſignifying to be foremoſt, T. 
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concluded that he was not very certain as to 


what he was about, and knowing how much de- 
pended on their confidence, he thought it right 
to guard againſt any miſtruſt of this kind, Had 


they found that he was by any means to be pre- 


vailed upon to waver from the principles he had 
laid down, they would have been continually 


aſſailing him with their troubleſome requeſts. 


For theſe weighty reaſons, therefore, he was 
fully determined not to vary in the leaſt degree 
from the well digeſted plan he had propoſed to 


purſue; and in the end it appeared that in this 


reſpect he acted wiſely. 


'The next day they ſaw a great mw of 
fea gulls*, a bird which Columbus himſelf erro- 
neouſly thought could not fly far, and of courſe 
conſidered them as ſigns of approaching land. 


But, upon caſting the lead, they could not find 
ground with two hundred fathoms of line, a 
circumſtance which appeared to militate againſt 
his expectations, as the depth of the ſea in ge- 
neral diminiſhes near a coaſt. 5 


On the following day there were even fing- 


ing birds on the maſts of the veſſęls, which 
woſted there all night, and at the approach of 


* Meerkoben—I am not certain whether 1 have rendered 


this word right or not. Adelung has not got it in his Die- 
tionary. T. 
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day took their flight towards the Weſt. About 
this time they likewiſe ſaw a tropic bird. 

Matth. What kind of bird is that? 

Fath. It is an inhabitant of that part of the 
earth which hes between the tropics, from 
which circumſtance it takes its name. 

Soon after this, the attention of the ſailors 
was attracted by a ſingular appearance, which 
they had never before witneffed. A. ſhoal of 
flying fiſh raiſed themſelves above the furface 
of the water, and ſome even fell upon the decks 
of the veſſels. They took them up, and grati- 
fied their curioſity by examining their long fins, 
which ſerved them for wings. On the ſame 
evening they again found the ſea covered with 
weeds, and as they ſtill conſidered this as a fign 
that ſome coaſt was near, they again indulged 

the pleabng hope of the ſpeedy accompliſh- 
ment of their undertaking. 

This event, however, was yet retarded 
from day to day, and in proportion as they had 
raiſed their expectation, founded upon ſo many 
favourable appearances, their ſpirits were de- 
preiſed when they perceived, after ſeveral days 
ſailing, that all their hopes had once more de- 
ceived them. The ſpirit of diſcontent and re- 
volt now broke ont on board each of the three 
ſhips, beyond all kind of bounds, The fail- 


ors, with loud murmurs, renounced all ſubor- 
dination 


[83-3 


dination to their leader, and, in this inſtance, 


were ſupported by their officers, who till now. 
had continued faithful to the Admiral. Here, 
then, ſtood Columbus, an oak amidft ſtorms 


and tempeſts; preſſed on every fide; for- 


faken by all; affailed by the general tumult 


of his revolting companions; yet oppoſing with 
wonderful fortitude the rage of theſe furious 


mutineers, who appeared determined upon his 
deſtruction ; or, what to him was worſe, upon 


the annihilation of his projects. He again ex- 
erted all his addreſs to quiet them, but in vain. 
Rage and deſpair had taken ſuch ſtrong poſſeſ- 


ſion of the hearts of his crew, that none of the 
means he had hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully employed, 
would at all avail him. They would not hear 


any of his expoſtulations, but threatened him 


with immediate death, if he did not permit them 
to return without delay to their native country. 


In this deſperate fituation, he found himſelf 


compelled to ſubmit to imperious neceſſity, and 


to promiſe the revolters he would grant their 
requeſt upon this condition—that they would 
piedge themſelves to be obedient to his orders 
for the three enſuing days. If during this time 
they ſhould not diſcover land, on the fourth day 
he would tura back and bring them again to 
Spain. Greatas was their rage, yet they could 
not but acknowledge the reaſonableneſs of their 

Commander's 
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Commander's requeſt, It was therefore ac- 


he had no doubt of difcovering it within the li- 


now ſeen, and thoſe of a kind that could not 


going towards the Weſt. A buſh was taken 


4 8 J 


ceded to, and confirmed on both ſides, by the 
moſt ſolemn promiſes. 

Columbus, in the mean time, was convinced 
he had little or nothing to fear. For the ſigns of 
approaching land now became ſo numerous, that 


mited time. For ſeveral days paſt they had found 
ground with the lead, which brought up with it a 
ilimy foil, Conſiderable flights of birds were 
poſſibly fly to a great diftance; all of them” 


up, out of the ſea, with freſh red berries upon 
t; the air became milder, and the wind, eſpe- 


. 
cially in the night time, very changeable, all of 
them proofs of the near approach of that period 
when the patience and fortitude of Columbus 
would meet with their juſt reward. 0 


He now, indeed, thought himſelf ſo certain 
of obtaining his object, that ſoon after this, at 
the concluſion of public prayers, he thought 
proper to remind his people of the obedience 
and gratitude they owed to God, the great ac- 
compliſher of their enterprize; be likewiſe di- 
rected them to keep a good look-out, and gave 
orders to lie-to, fear earing they. might be driven 
on land in the night. 

Charles. What! is that—lying-to? 
Father. 


1 


Father. It ſignifies to tie up moſt of the 
| fails, and to put the others in ſuch a form 
that the veſſel may move backwards and for- 


3 


al wards, but not be driven to any conſiderable 
f diſtance. | 
Char. So. 


remind his people of the Queen's promiſe ; 


ot Wl have a yearly penſion of about 312 Spaniſh 
m' dollars, to which he himſelf added the pro- 
en miſe of a pluſh jacket, Every one remained 
on upon deck the whole night, looking with 
e- Wh icdfalt eye, and beating heart, towards the 
hy quarter where it was expected the wiſhed for 
10 


land would appear. And ſo I think we will 


whether there 1s land or not. 


ain Ail. O! O! O! dear father. 

at  Futh, What ſhall T not finiſh here ? 

gut A. O no! no! no! pray don't. 

nce Peter. Now this is juſt the pleaſanteſt 
ac- part of it. 
di- Fauth. Well be it ſo. It was two hours 
ore before nudnight, when Columbus, ſtanding 
wen pon the forecaſtle, thought he diſcovered a 

oht, Upon this he called to him a young 

bleman of Iſabella's retinue, then npon 

ner. | | 


* 
deck, 


Fath. Columbus took this opportunity to 


namely, that the man who ſhould firſt diſcover 
the land, of which they were in ſearch, ſhould 


leave them till morning, that we may ſee 
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deck, and pointed it out to him. He likewiſe 
perceived the light, and ſhewed it to a third, 
who had joined them. All three agreed that 
the light moved from place to place, and that 
of courle it muſt be carried by a perſon that 


was travelling, Fancy now how you ſhould 


feel, if after not having ſeen your parents for 
ſeyeral years, the door ſhould ſuddenly open, 


and they were unexpectedly to come in. Juſt 


ſo was the heart of Columbus affected, at the 
appearance of this light. Soon, ſoon was the 
fruit of ſo many anxious cares—the recom- 


penſe of labour ſogreat—and of ſuch a variety off 
difficulties and dangers furmounted—to be ſpread 


before his eyes! Soon were his incredulous 
companions to have an inconteſtible proof, 
that his great project was no creature of a diſ- 


ordered imagination, nor he himſelf a mere 


ſpeculator! A proſpe& in itſelf fo rapturons, 
could not but deprive him of fleep for that 


night, About two hours after midnight, ſhouts 


of joy were heard from the Pinta, which till 


continued a-head of the other veſſels. The 
cry of land! land! made every heart beat 


with tranſport. How gladly would the poor 
ſailors have given themſelves up to every 
expreſſion of extravagant joy! but ſo repeated- 
ly had they been diſappointed, that they could 
not preveat the painful ſenſations of doubt, 


giving 


4 


1 


giving a check to the 1 they now felt. 


1 Between hope and fear, therefore, with the 
4 utmoſt anxiety, they awaited the break of 
at day, in order to be convinced with their own 
181 eyes, that the completion of their moſt ardent 
na withes was not a dream. 

0 As tardy as the hours of darkneſs ſeem to 
a; more to the fick, ſo did the remainder of this 
ot night appear to the anxious ſailors, : Each 
the! winute ſeemed an hour, each hour a day. At 
we! length the bluſhing morn begins to ſhew itſelf, 
1 and the ſun appears ; and now, now the 
y of crew of the Pinta ſtrikes up with a voice of 
ood rapture, | 

oo « Great God! to thee our praiſes riſe!” 

oot, 7 1 
diſ- The crews of the other veſſels had ſcarcely 


nere gazed, with eyes overflowing with tears of joy, 

ons, when they alſo, in tranſports of enthuſiaſin, 
that joined the general hymn of praiſe; for the 

outs MW land they ſo much withed to diſcoyer, now lay 
ſtil ſtretched before them. 

The The hymn of thankſgiving was ſcarcely fi- 
heat niſhed, when the ſailors bethought themſelves 


noot of another duty, which was incumbent upon 


every them; namely, towards their leader, whom they 
had groffly iniulted and ill- uſed. 

With unfeigned contrition, and the moſt 
humble ro ſet, they threw themſelves at the 
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feet of him whom even they, now thought 


great, and aſked his forgiveneſs for their miſbe- 
haviour. Columbus, in this ſituation, ſtill pre- 
ſerved his conſiſtency, His fortitude in oppo- 
ſing their tumultuous behaviour, was not more 
great and wonderful, than the condeſcenſion 


with which he forgave, and promiſed to forget 
their behaviour towards him. 


James. What part of America was it they 
now diſcovered? | 
Fath. Columbus does not know himſelf as 


yet. We muſt wait until he has landed, and 


made enquiries. We ſhall then, I think, be 
able to learn, Do not forget to bring a map of 
America with you to-morrow. 


TALE 


1 


TALE VL. 
— 


James. Hex, Father, is the map of 


America, which I was to bring with me. 


Fath. Very well. Look here, children. 


Theſe iſlands are all called by one common 


name, that is, the Bahama Iſles. One of 


them, which you ſee lies here, is called Gua- 


nahani, or the Cat Iſland. It was this that 
was firſt diſcovered. * Columbus, it is true, 


called it Saint Salvador; meaning, that it was 
a country by the diſcovery of which he was ſa- 
ved: but this name has ſince been loſt. 


For ſome moments the enraptured ſailors 
ſtood with wide ſtretched eyes, gazing on the 
newly diſcovered world, which now lay ex- 
tended before them, gilded by the rifing ſun. 
They could not enough admire its appear- 
ance, ſeeming as it did every where to ſmile 
with plenty, to be adorned with fine woods, 
and interſected by winding ſtreams, that produ- 
ced the moſt beautiful effect. 


G 2 Columbus 
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cut the boats; got into one of them himſelf, 


as a number of armed men, he proceeded to- 


wards the coaſt, with flags flying, and a band 


gether on the ſtrand. They now reached the 


jumps out of the boat, and ſets foot ape the 
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diſcovery of which had coſt him ſo much 


tended with great difficulty and danger. 


the utmoſt enthuſiaſm, the land the y had ſo 


EN 


Columbus now ordered his people to hoift 


and, attended by the principal perſons who had 
accompanied him on this expedition, as well 


of martial muſic, playing as they advanced. 
Whenthey came near, they ſaw an innumerable 
multitude of inhabitants, whom the uncommon 
appearance of European ſhips had drawn to- 


ſhore, and Columbus, very richly drefſed, with 
a drawn ſword in his hand, is the firſt who 


new country he had diſcovered. 
John. How happy muſt he feel! 
Fath. It is impoſſible for thee, my dear 
John, to form any juſt idea of the indeſcribable 
ſenſations that agitated the breaſt of Columbus 
when he firſt ſet foot upon that country, the 


labour and ſelf denial, ſo many cares and fleep- 
leſs nights, until thou thyſelf haſt accompliſhed 
ſomething, the purſuit of which has been at- 


They all kneeled down, They kifled, with 
long wiſhed to diſcover, and in this poſture 


pledged obedience to their highly xefpeced com- 
- mander, 


bus 
the 
uch 
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hed 


at- 


with 
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On-: 
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mander, as viceroy of the new world. After 


this filent expreſſion of the ſincereſt joy, they 


planted a crucifix on the ſtrand, and proſtrated 
themſelves again before it, in order to perform 


the ſacred obligations they were under to God. 


Then, with various ceremonies, in thoſe days 
cuſtomary, they took poſſeſſion of the country, 
in the name of the King and Queen of Spain. 

During the performance of theſe ceremo- 


nies, the Indians ſurrounded them, looking 


with amazement, firſt upon the floating houſes 
on the ſea, then upon the ſtrange beings they 
had brought over to them. They ſaw, and 


knew not what they ſaw; for they did not 
underſtand a fingle thing the Spaniards had 
been doing. Oh! had the poor creatures 


known what the conſequences to themſelves 
would prove, they would have filled the air 
with moans and howling, or have ſhed their 
mnocent blood in repelling the ſtrangers, whom 
they now viewed with deep veneration. 

Elis. Why ſo, father? 

Fath. Have patience a little while, my dear 
Eliza, and thou ſhalt know. The longer the 


aſtoniſhed Indians ſtood intenſely looking on, 


the more unaccountable did every thing they 
ſaw and heard appear to them. The white 
complexion of Europeans, their beards, their 
dreſs, their arms, their manners—every thing 
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to them appeared wonderful, When they 
heard the thunder of the muſkets and the cannon 
they ſhrunk backwards, as though they had 
been ſtruck with lightning; and at laſt con- 
cluded that theſe ſtrangers, thus poſſeſſing the 
artillery of heayen, muſt be immortal beings, 

children of their God the ſim, who bad deſigned 
to make them an earthly viſit, 


Cath. Did theſe people think that the ſun 
Was God : . 


Fath. Yes; Catharine. Some Fe 
and thoſe, indeed, the moſt intelligent, were 
ſo ſtruck with the all- invigorating, the never- 
changing ſun, that they regarded it as the moſt 
beneyolent and powerful of all beings, as God 
himſelf. Some invented for themſelves Gods 
in human forms; whilſt others, on the con- 
trary, poſſeſſed ſo little underſtanding, as never 
to direct their thoughts to the great F irſt Cauſe 
of all things, and remained uuimpreſſed by the 
daily changes the world preſented. Theſe 

poor ignorant creatures knew nothing of any 

deity whatever, lived in the world without 
thought, giving themſelves no concern from 
whence they came, or what would hereafter 
become of them. Unhappy men!“ 

Our Spaniards were almoſt as much ſurpriz- 
ed at the ſingular objects before them, as the 
Indians were on their part. There were herbs, 

Sod plants, 
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plants, trees, and animals, of a kind quite dif- 


ferent from any thing we have in Europe. 


There were men who, from their form, man- 
ners, and appearance, ſeemed to belong to an- 
other ſpecies. Their ſkin was of a dark cop- 


per colour; their hair black and long, their 
chins without beards, their ſtature of the middle 


ſize, their features ſingular, their look mild and 


ſhy, their face, and other parts of the body, 


oddly marked and painted. Some were al- 


moſt naked; others quite, excepting a variety of 


ornaments, ſuch as feathers, ſhells, and bits 
of gold about their ears, noſes, and heads. 


At firſt they were extremely timorous, but when 


the Spaniards began to make them preſents of 
various trifles, ſuch as glaſs beads, ribbons, 
and other toys of a fimilar kind, they ſoon ac- 
quired ſo much courage that, towards evening, 
when it was tune to return to the ſhips, a great 


number of them accompanied their heavenly 


viſitors in canoes, or trunks of trees hollowed 
out, which ſerved them for boats; partly with 
the deſign of further gratifying their curioſity, 
and partly to barter for different ſorts of nick- 
nacks. They gave, in exchange for them, 
cotton yarn (the making of which they under- 
ſtood), darts with points made of a ſtrong fiſh 


bone, and various kinds of fruit. So eager 
were they to obtain the moſt inſignificant thing 


that 
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that was European, that they gathered up 
with the greateſt care ſome bits of broken 
earthen-ware, which lay upon the deck; and 
for two pieces of copper money, which they 
could make no uſe of, they would freely give 
twenty-five pounds of well ſpun cotton. The 
novelty of the things, and receiving them from 
white people, were circumſtances that gave them 
allthis value in the eſtimation of theſe wretched 
people. 

On the following day Columbus e 
the coaſts of the iſtand, conſtantly attended by 
great numbers of the natives. He anxiouſly 
fought after the place from whence they got 
the bits of gold with which they were adorned; 
but they gave him to underſtand that there was 
none of it to be found in their iſland, and that 
it came from a country which lay ſouthward, 
There they ſignified was gold enough. Co- 
lumbus was determined to follow their direc- 
tions, and go in ſearch of this land of riches. 

Fred. Was he very avaricious, father? 
Fath. I ſhould hardly think he was, my 
dear Frederick; but he had promiſed the 
Queen of Spain, and his gold-thirſty compa- 
nions, that he ſhould diſcover a country from 
which they might enrich themfelves; and of 
_ courſe he wiſhed to keep his word. He went, 
zheretore, on board again, took with him ſeven 


Indians 


T 1 


Indians as conductors and interpreters, and 


immediately ſet fail towards the South. 
He here diſcovered ſeveral other iſlands, 


but viſited only the three largeſt of them, which 


he named Conception, Ferdinand, and Iſa- 
bella. {Look ; I have brought another map“, 


upon which you may find theſe iſlands. 
As Columbus did not here diſcover. the gold 
he was in ſearch of, and every one anſwered 


his enquiry whence it came? by pointing 
towards the South, he made but a ſhort Ray, 
and proceeded on his voyage. 

Upon one of the iſlands they ſaw dogs, 


but they were dumb, and it was afterwards 


diſcovered that European dogs loſt their bark- 
ing, after having been ſome time in America. 
It was here that the firſt alligator was ſeen and 
killed, It was in the form of a lizard, and 
has received the name of the Weſt Indian Cro- 


codile, on account of its near reſemblance to 


that animal found in Egypt. 


After a ſhort voyage Southward, they diſ- 


covered a country of conſiderable extent, 


' which had a different appearance from any of 


the iſlands they had hitherto met with; not 
only with reſpect to ſize, but ſurface and pro- 


ductions. It was not flat, like the former, but 


* Kitchin's map of the Weſt Indies, from Robertſon's 
Hiſtory of America ; the ſame as here annexed, . 
adorned 
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1 
adorned with hills and dales, woods, lawns, 
and rivers, moſt charmingly intermixed. Co- 


lumbus was doubtful whether this was part of 


the continent, or only a large iſland. After a 


few days he was convinced of the latter, and 


learned that, in the language of the country, 
this conſiderable iſland was called Cuba.— 


Look here; it is fituated upon our map be- 
tween the twentieth and twenty third degree 


north latitude. 
Nic. Ah! is not chat the l in which 


the Spaniſh harbour Havannah lies, where the 
galliots aſſemble, previous to their departure 


from America to Spain ? | 
Fath. Quite right. There alſo the regiſter 


ſhips aſſemble, which 


Mat. What are they that are e called galli- 
ots, and regiſter ſhips ? 


 Fath. I will tell REY Now take notice: 


galliots are ſhips which the King of Spain ſends 


every year to America, to fetch the gold, 


| filver, and other articles, which have been there 


collected together. The regiſter ſhips, on the 
other hand, are ſuch on board of which thoſe: 
merchants, who have purchaſed the liberty of 
trading with the Americans, convey their 
goods. Theſe go, ſome of them to Vera Cruz 


1n Mexico, others to Carthagena and Porto 


Bello, in Terra Firma.,—Look at theſe places 
on the map, 


Cha. 


E 


Cha. But why are theſe ſhips called re- 
giſter ſhips ? 

Fath. For this reaſon ; becauſe all the 
goods which are ſent in them from Europe to 
America, muſt all be put down, or regiſtered, 
in order that it may be aſcertained that no more 
goods are ſent to the Weſt Indies, than are 
permitted by the King. 


a Fohn, Are not the galliots called the filver 
h fleet likewiſe? 
= Fath, No, not at preſent. Formerly, 50 


fore the plan of the regiſter ſhips was adopted, 
Indies, partly on the King's account, and part- 
only gold and ſilver, but alſo merchant's goods. 


But as the regiſter ſhips have been added to 
the latter, the name of ſilver fleet! is now done 


ce: 
nds away. 
old Columbus, full of curioſity to become ac- 


all the natives forſook their huts, and fled into 


in a ſmall canoe. As ſoon as they had ſecured 
the friendſhip of this Indian, by ſmall preſents, 
the Admiral ſent with him on ſhore one of the 


inhabitants of Guanahani, then on board, ac- 
Cha. companicd 


one fleet in the year uſed to be ſent to the Weſt 
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ly on account of the merchants, to fetch not 


ere quainted with the country and its inhabitants, 
"the caſt anchor at the mouth of a wide ſtream. But 


the mountains at his approach. Only one man 
among them had courage to venture on board 
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companied only by two ſailors, fearing that if 
they went in a large body, theſe timorous 
people would be more alarmed, and retreat {till 
_ farther from them. Their particular errand 
was, if poſſible, to gain the confidence of the 
inhabifants, and to examine the nature of the 
country. _ e 

In the mean time, they found it neceſſary 
to keel-haul the veſſels, and to caulk them. 
Do you underſtand what that means ?' 

Fohn. O yes! to keel-haul a ſhip is to lay 
it on one ſide, and to caulk it, is to repair the 
damage ed places in the bottom of it, by ſtop- 


ping up the leaks, or holes, with aum, and 


then pitching them over. 
Fath. Right. After the Spaniards ſent on 
ſhore, had penetrated as far as ſixty miles in- 


land, they returned and made the as. 


report to the Admiral. 

„We have found the greater part of the 
_ country which we have traverſed, not only 
cuitivated, but exceedingly fertile. The fields 
bear indian corn, or maize, and a certain root 


which they roaſt and eat, inſtead of bread. 


Wecame at laſt to a ſmall Indian town, which 
conſiſted of fifty wooden habitations, and 


about a thouſand inhabitants ; the principal of 


which came out to meet ns; and when they 
had heard from our Indian companions what 


kind 


0 
eſt 


wooden animals were gold. 


kifſing our hands and feet; 


almoſt like cheſnuts; 
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kind of people we were, they led us by he 


arm to the town, and ſhewed us into a roomy 
habitation. Here we were ſeated upon ſtools, 
made in the form of animals; the tail ſerving 
for the back. The eyes and ears of theſe 


As ſoon as we 
had placed ourſelves upon them; the Indians 


ſat down on the ground by the ſide of us, 
by which we 
could diſcern that they alfo conſidered us as 
celeſtial and immortal beings. They gave 
us ſome of the roaſted bread-root, which taſted 
and we remarked, that 
among all the ſavages that came to viſit us, 
there was not one female, -After a ſhort time, 
theſe people left us, and then came an equal 


number of women, who all repeated the ſame 


marks of reſpe&t, which we had already receiv- 


ed from the men. As we were preparing to 


return, a great number of the natives offered to 
accompany us; but we declined this honour, 
and only accepted the attendance of the cazique, 
or the king, and his fon, who have conducted 
us hither again, and have cauſed us to be treat- 
ed with much reſpect wherever we came.“ 
The Admiral returned his thanks to theſe 
royal viſitors,” and treated them with the great- 
eit reſpect on board his veſſels. Upon his 
aſking them, from whence they procured gold? 


EN 


they pointed towards the Eaſt, but could not 


at all conceive why the Spaniards were ſo 
particularly. anxious after this metal, which, in 


their eſtimation, was of little uſe, as it ſerved - 


them only for ornament. 'The Spaniards, on 
the contrary, were equally ſurprized that theſe 


ſimple people underſtood ſo little of its value; 


and Columbus, ſhortening his ſtay upon the 
iſland, followed the direction pointed out by 


the Indians, in order to diſcover the wiſhed for 


gold-country, which they called Hayti. 


He took with him nineteen of the natives. 


from Cuba, which he left the nineteenth of 
November, purpoſing to take them to Spain 
on his return home. 
native country with the greateſt indifference; 
Columbus having taken care that their ſituation 


on board his ſhip ſhould be rendered as pleaſant 


as poſſible. 
Having contrary winds for ſome days, the 
Admiral was under the neceſſity of tacking— 


Eliza. The ſame as we did when we 


went to 2 
Fath. Yes; he was obliged, ju i in the 
ſame manner, ſometimes to fail on this fide, 
ſometimes on that, as the wind would not per- 
mit him to proceed in a direct line. The cap- 
tain of the Pinta, Alonzo Pinzo was his name, 
withed to turn this circumſtance to his adyan- 
tage; 


Theſe people left their 


Av 
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tage; and as his veſſel was the beſt ſailer, he 
endeavoured to leave the Admiral, in the hopes 


of diſcovering the gold country firſt, and of 


enriching himſelf before the. other arrived. 


Columbus, who perceived his deſign, gave 
him the fignal to ſlacken fail ; Pinzo however 


took no notice of it, but, on the contrary, made 
all the haſte he could to gratify that thirſt for 


gold which now cauſed him to forget the 
obedience he owed to his ſuperior officer. 


Cha. Fye! that was ſhameful behaviour, 
Fohn, What is a ſignal? 


| Fath. A fignal is a ſign made either by the | 


firing of cannon, or by hoiſting out flags, or by 


ſome other obſervable means, by which the 


Admiral makes known his orders to the other 
commanders belonging to his fleet. 


Columbus was obliged to ſubmit to what he 


could not prevent, ara as the weather ſoon 
after began to be fo ftormy that it was thought 
unſafe to keep out at ſea, he returned with the 


Nigna to Cuba, and caſt anchor in a harbour 


of that iſland. He employed the time which 
he was obliged to ſpend there, in further ex- 


amining the country, which was extremely 


pleaſant and fertile. Among the cuſtoms of 


the inhabitants, they diſcovered one which 


highly diſguſted them. 'They ſaw them eat, 


with the moſt voracious appetite, a ſpecies of 


H 2 large 
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K 
large ſpider, worms found in decayed wood; 
and fiſh but half boiled. By degrees ſome of 
the Spaniards were tempted to taſte theſe diſ- 
agreeable diſhes, and they v were found not to 
be unwholeſome. 

As ſoon as the weather would pern 
Columbus put out to ſea again, in ſearch of 
 Hayt!, and his faithleſs companion Pinzo. He 
bad not failed more than fixteen leagnes before 
he diſcovered it. It was on the ſixth of 


December that he arrived at Hayti, and this 


iſland, which he called Hiſpaniola, or little 
Spain, becauſe it bore, as he thought, ſome 
reſemblance in its appearance to Spain, is one 
among the few of thoſe countries he diſcovered 
which {till retain the name given them by him, 


Cha. But is it not called Saint Domingo 


as well? 

Fath. It is, and fo this DI that they 
afterwards built a town here of that name, 
which became the capital of the iſland. 
Upon his arrival the inhabitants all fled into 
the woods, nor was any thing to be heard or ſeen 
of the Pinta. The Admiral, on this account, 
ſoon left the harbour he had run into, and 
ſteered along the coaſt of the iſland northward. 

After having caſt anchor in another har- 


bour, his wiſh of becoming acquainted with the 


natives was accompliſhed, by means of an 
| Indian 


1 


Indian woman whom they had taken, and treated 
with great kindneſs, and afterwards loaded 


with preſents. The natives no longer heſitat- 
ed to approach them, in order to ſee thoſe 
wonderful curioſities, and partake of the preſents 


of which their country woman had given them 
ſuch an enchanting account. 

Theſe people exactly reſembled thoſe of 
Guanahani and Cuba, in their appearance and 


manners. They alſo were like them naked, of 
a copper colour, timid, ignorant, and mild tem- 


pered, Surprized at every thing they ſaw, they 


likewiſe ſeemed of opinion that the Spaniards 


certainly muſt be cœleſtial beings, It was 


obſerved that they had more gold glittering 
among their ornaments than the other iſlanders, 
and ſo little value did they ſet upon it, that 
they were eager to exchange it for a ſtring of 
glaſs beads, pins, bells, and other toys. When. 
Columbus again enquired after the place where 
the gold was found, they pointed towards the- 
eaſtern part of the iſland. He therefore again 
ſet ſail towards this quarter, in ſure expectation. 


of now diſcovering the ſource of incalculable. 
riches, 


oe 24 * we 
a - 4 a. N — 
r * 


1 
| 
| 


2 5 bn SW 


. -F-K 2 7 * 1 
rere 


— r 
* OS 


. TALE Vit.--- 


— 


Father. * wake come to anchor 
in another bay of Hiſpaniola, his majeſty, the 


eazique of this iſland, having heard of theſe 


wonderful white people, was pleaſed to pay the 
Admiral a viſit in his own perſon. His atten- 
dants were numerous. He was carried upon a 
ſort of palanquin, by four-men.. His majeſty's 
perſon was as little incumbered with clothes as 
his ſubjects. 

Upon going on board he did not ſhew the 
leaſt doubt or heſitation; and having learned 
that the Admiral was then going to dine, he or- 
dered two old men, who appeared to be his 
counſellors, to attend him into the cabin. He 
ſeated himſelf, in a reſpectful but confidential 
manner, by the fide of Columbus. The old 
men ſat down at his feet, 

Ae partook of what was preſented to bim, 
and ſent what remained to his people upon deck. 
When dinner was ended, he made-the Admiral 
a preſent of ſome bits of ſheet-gold, and a 
girdle of curious workmanſhip, 


In 
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In return, Columbus preſented him with a 


ſtring of beads, a pair of red ſlippers, a bed 
quilt, and a flaſk of citron wine. Upon 
which his Indian Majeſty was ſo enraptured, 
that in the exceſs of his gratitude he gave the 
Admiral to underſtand, that the whole of his 5 


country was at his ſervice. 
The behaviour of this naked monarch to- 
wards his attendants was dignified; but, on the 


contrary, towards the Spaniards extremely fa- 
miliar. He examined every thing with the ut- 


moſt attention, and expreſſed the higheſt ad- 


miration at every curioſity he ſaw on board. 


Towards evening he defired to be taken on 


ſhore again. 
His wiſhes were immediately fulfilled, and 
in order to give greater ſtrength to the impreſ- 
ſions which he had received on board, the Ad- 

miral ordered a cannon to be fired at his departure. 

He alſo became convinced that theſe white peo- 
ple, having thunder and lightning at their com- 
mand, were cœleſtial beings. The reſpect which 


his ſubjects diſcovered towards theſe heavenly 


viſitors was fo great, that they abſolutel ly KNEE 
the footſteps of one of the Spaniards, 


As this was not the place "where the rick 
gold mines were to be found, in which all their 
wiſhes were centered, Columbus again gave 
orders to weigh anchor and ſteer further Eaſt: 

Every 
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Every information they had gained agreed in deſ- 
eribing this region of wealth as very mountainous, 
and governed by a powerful cazique. Columbus 
had already ſent an embaſſy to this great prince, 
which had returned with the moſt preſſing invi- 


tations. The Admiral conſequently made all 
poffible ſpeed to take advantage of this circum- 
ſtance. Alas! Had he foreſeen the melancho- 1 
ly accident which was about to befal him on : 
this ſhort expedition, he would have been leſs 
haſty in proceeding, and rather would he have . 
given up all the gold and ſilver he had in proſpect, 
than purchaſe the poſſeſſion of it at ſo dear a rate 1 
Peter. What happened to him? - A 
Fath. They had proceeded on this new Wl . 
voyage until they diſcovered a cape, about a { 
league from which the Admiral gave orders to j 
lie-to. For the two laſt days he had not cloſed 1 
his eyes; nature began to demand her right; 4 
after having, therefore, given up the rudder to j 
the Pilot, and particularly enjoining that he R 
would in no caſe leave it, he retired to reſt : 
about midnight. Scarcely had he cloſed his 5 
eyes when the careleſs crew followed his ex- e 
ample ; every one forſook his poſt and went to WW , 
fleep. Even the man at the helm, apprehend- + 


ing no danger from ſo calin a ſea, was faithleſs 
enough to forget the orders of the Admiral, and 1 
to give up his office to a young unexperienced 

| | boy 3: 


returning to the ſtranded veſſel, 


[8 1 


boy, and like the others went to reft. This 
boy, therefore, was the only one awake on 
board. 


All of them being thus aſleep, the hip; by the 


current of the ſea, was gradually driven towards 


the ſhore. It ſuddenly received fo dreadful a 
ſhock, that the rudder flew out of the boy's 
hand. Awoke by the lad's cry, Columbus 
immediately ran upon deck, where he ſoon diſ- 


covered that they were ſurrounded by rocks, 


upon one of which the ſhip had ſtruck. 
The whole crew were in a ſtate of the 


moſt dreadful alarm: the Admiral alone re- 


tained preſence of mind ſufficient to take the 


neceſſary ſteps to fave the veſſel, if it were poſ- 


ſible. He commanded ſome of his people to 
jump into the boat immediately, and drop an 


anchor at a certain diſtance, by the aid of 
which he hoped to haul the ſhip off the rock. 


But ſuch was the conſternation of theſe people, 


that inſtead of obeying his commands, they 


conſulted their own ſafety only, by making the 


beſt of their way towards the Nigna. The 


eaptain of this ſhip, however, refuſed to take 
on board people who had forgotten their duty: 
to their proper commander, and forſaken him 


in the midit of danger the moſt imminent, 


They were under the neceflity, therefore, of 


Columbus, 
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Columbus, in the mean time, in order to 
lighten it as much as poſſible, had the maſts 
cut away, and the moſt unneceſſary things 


thrown overboard. But it was all in vain! 


The ſhip bulged near the keel, and ſo violently 
did the water ruſh in, that there were not the 


leaſt hopes of ſaving her. The Admiral, 


therefore, with all his crew, got into the boats 
ſent to their aſſiſtance from the 7 Nigna, and 
wed towards that ſhip. 

"The next morning he ſent meſſengers to 
the cazique of the country; to inform him of 
the misfortune he had met with; and to requeſt 
the aſſiſtance of ſome of his people, in ſaving 
what they could from the wreck. The cazique 
 {Gnakanahari was his name) upon hearing what 
bad happened, expreſſed the utmoſt ſorrow, and 
haſtened, with tears in his eyes, to render aſ- 
ſiſtance to the ſhipwrecked Europeans. So far 
were theſe good natured iſlanders from wiſhing 
to take advantage of their diſaſter, that they 
readily offered all the aid in their power. In 
a ſhort time they collected a great number of 
_ canoes, and by the aſſiſtance of ſo many peo- 
ple, moſt of the things of any value Were 
ſafely landed. 

The generous Guakanahari, took moſt of 


the articles ſaved from the wreck under his own 


eare, and every now and then ſent ſome of his 
relations 


L 4 


relations to Columbus, to intreat him not to 
diſtreſs himſelf, for he would be anſwerable for 


their ſafety. He had them all brought to a 


place near his habitation, until the houſes where 


they were to be ſtowed were prepared for them, 


| He alſo placed a guard over them, though this 


indeed did not appear to be necefſary ; for all 
his ſubjects bewailed the loſs of the Europeans 
as though it had happened to themſelves. 


In the account which Columbus gave the 
Court of Spain of this misfortune, he mention- 


ed the good diſpoſition of theſe honeſt ſavages 


in a very intereſting manner. Indeed (ſays 


he) they are ſo kind, ſo hoſpitable, and ſo 


peaceable, that I can aſſure your Highneſſes 
there is not à better people upon the face of 
the earth; they love their neighbours as them 


ſelves; ever cheerful and gay, their manners 


are the pleaſanteſt I ever witnefled ; and, 


notwithſtanding they go naked, they have 
many admirable cuſtoms. The King is waited 


upon with great parade, and ſo dignified is his 
whole deportment, that it is impoſſible not to 
behold him with ſatisfaction. The retentive 
memories, and the great thirſt after knowledge, 
Which hig people diſcover, are equally Meg 
of admiration.“ 


Moth, How do you like theſe Indians ? 
: Al, , 
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41. O, charcingly? y' what good people 


they are! 


Moth. And aun theſs are Haga F Pei 


who have had no education, and have not even 
_ knowledge of a God. 2 5 


Fath. Shame, great ſhame ON us, ſhould 


we let them ſurpaſs us in goodneſs of heart, or 


in active benevolence. How much ſuperior 


are the motives to virtue, as well as the advans 
tages for attaining upright principles and habits, 
with which Almighty providence "hath diſtin, 


guiſhed us, from theſe poor uninſtructed Indi- 
ans! O, children! let us, with all our might, 
Krive to render ourſelves worthy of the advan« 


tages we poſſeſs: what would become of us, 
mould we ever be compared with one of theſe 
_ good-natured ſavages, and find ourſelves excels 


led by him in honour and integrity. | 
(A. hort pauſe, and the Father proceeds.) - 
Hearing how fond the Europeans were of 


gold, Guakanahari, i in order to comfort them 


under their misfortune, made them ſome pre- 


ſents of it, and promiſed to fetch them a much 
larger quantity from a place which he called 


Cibao. Much alſo was brought by his people, 


' which they ſeemed glad to exchange for any 


trifles that were European, One of them, 
having a E piece of this metal in his right 
hand ; 


T7 


hand, held open the other to a Spaniard ; on 
the latter putting a bell into it, the Indian, 
thinking he had outwitted him, dropped his piece 
of gold and took to his "_ as though he had 
been a thief. 

Columbus's WE began to like their ſtay 
at this place exceedingly, whilſt he himſelf was 
harraſſed day and night by the moſt dreadful 
anxiety. He had loſt his beſt ſhip, Pinzon, 
the faithleſs Pinzon, had deſerted him; the only 
ſhip that was now left him was ſo ſmall and fo 
crazy, that it was neither capable of accom- 
modating all his people, nor could be uſed in 
ſo long a voyage without the utmoſt danger. 
What could he do in ſuch a ſituation ? 


After having well weighed and reflected on 
the ſubject, he came to the following reſolu- 
tion— that he, with part of bis crew, would 
again embark, and notwithſtanding every dan- 
ger, would attempt the voyage home, in order 
to give am account to the Spaniſh court, of the 
diſcoveries he had hitherto made. The re- 
mainder of his people he intended to leave at 
Hiſpaniola, as a colony. As there were vo- 
lunteers enough for ſtopping, the propoſal 
was inftantly agreed to. The cazique, Gua- 
kanahari, was likewiſe far from objecting to it; 
on the contrary, he was much pleaſed with 
me idea, that ſome of theſe heavenly ſtrangers 

| I | would 
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would ſtay with him, and deſend both himſelf 


and his people from their enemies. 
Thos. Had he any enemies? 
Futli. According to the information he gave 
them, there was a barbarous, ſavage race of 
men, who inhabited ſome iſlands to the South 
Eaft, which he called Caraibs. Theſe peo- 


ple, he ſaid, from time to time attacked him, 


and as his own ſubjects had not ſufficient 
ſtrength to withſtand them, all that could be 
done when the enemy approached, was to fly 
immediately into the woods. 

Columbus promiſed to take him and his 


people under his protection, and in order that 
he might have ſome idea of the European art of 
war, he directed his foldiers to perform ſome 
part of their exerciſe. The Indian ſpectators 
Were ſtruck with amazement; but when the 


cannon, which had been ſaved from the wreck, 


were fired, they were ſo overcome with fear 


that they all fell upon the ground, and hid their 
faces in their hands. Even Guakanahari him- 
ſelf was much alarmed ; Columbus, however, 
gave him to underſtand that this thunder ſhould 
only be uſed to defend him from the Caraibs ; 
and the better to convince him of the amazing 
effects of this dreadful inſtrument, he ordered 
2 ball to be fired at the ſtranded veſſel. It 


paſled through the wreck, and was ſeen to fall 
On 
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on the oppoſite ade into the . So much 
did this ſurpriſe the cazique, that he went home 
quite deep in thought, being well convinced 


that ſince his viſitors had command of thunder 


and lightning, they muſt cri y have deſ- 
cended from heaven. | 
Matt, But as the Spaniards and Indians did 
not underſtand each others language, how 
could they converſe ? 
Fath. They converſed by r means of FRET : 
and fingle words which they had learned from 


each other. This language was certainly very 


imperfect, nevertheleſs it was, in many in- 


ſtances, competent to the ait ot 
each others thoughts. 


After what had paſſed, ſeveral days were 
occupied in erecting a fort, or a {mall fortifica- 


tion, in which the good natured Indians lent 
every poſſible aſſiſtance. Unhappy creatures 


Little did they think, they were forging chains 


with which themſelves would ſoon be fettered | 
As often as the Admiral came on ſhore, 
Guakanahari endeavoured to ſhew him ſome 


particular mark of honour, which he on his 
part returned. The Cazique once received 
him with a golden crown on his head, and con- 


ducted him into a richly ornamented houſe. 


When they had entered, he took the crown off 


his head, and placed it upon that of bis vi- 
1 2. ſitor. 
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fitor. Columbus took from his own neck 
a ſtring of very ſmall beads which he was ac- 
cuſtomed to wear, and hung it upon Guakana- 
hari; hethen took a very handſome coat which 
he had on, and put this alſo upon the Cazique, 


and then placed a ring on his finger. Not con- 
tent with this, he fent for a pair of red half- 
boots, which he likewife cauſed him to put on. 


Theſe mutual preſents confirmed the friend- 
thip they had coneeived for each other. 


In ten days the fort was finiſhed. Co- 


lumbus choſe thirty-eight from amongſt thoſe 


who wiſhed to ſtop, and appointed a nobleman 
Who had accompanied him, Diego d' Arada, 


their commander, He ſtrictly enjoined them 


to be obedient in every thing to his orders, to 
endeavour at all events, to attain the good opi- 
nion and friendſhip of Guakanahari and his ſub- 
jects, and to make themſelves as much as poſ- 
fible, acquainted with the language. He called 


the place where he left them, Navidad. 
Columbus now went on board his crazy 


fhip, and weighed anchor the 14th of January, 


amidſt the ſhouts of thoſe who remained be- 


hind. It was a bold undertaking. With a fin- 
gle ſhip, and that in bad repair, to attempt to 


croſs an ocean as yet ſo little known! I confeſs 
TI never have been ſo much alarmed for the life 
of this brave man as at preſent. 


Eliza, O, I wiſh he would ftop there! 


„„ 
Geo. Or J wiſh that ſtupid Pinzon, with the 


other ſhip, was with him again; then one 


might aſſiſt the other. 

Fath. Heaven only knows what is become 
of that faithleſs fellow; Columbus could not 
get any intelligence concerning him. He ſup- 


poſed, thetefors, that he was either gone to the 


bottom, or returned to Europe, in order to be 
firſt in bringing the good news of the great diſ- 
coveries they had made; or perhaps with the 
view of prejudicing the court againſt Colum- 
bus, and of drawing, by that means, more 
merit on himſelf. On this account did the 
Admiral think it the more neceffary to return, fo 
as to be able, by his preſence, to counteract. 
the- baſe deſigns of this faithleſs man. 

The better to do away any doubts which 
the court might bave of the veracity of the ac- 
counts he ſhould give them, he had taken care 
to have ſpecimens with him of all the curioſi- 
ties he had met with. Amongſt theſe muſt be 
reckoned, beſides the gold (which he knew 


would be moſt acceptable) ſome natives from 


each of the iſlands he had vifited, as well as ſe- 
veral birds never before ſeen in Europe; with 
a yariety of other articles, which could not fail of 
1mprefling the minds of thoſe who ſaw them with 
a ſenſe of the importance of the diſcoveries he 
had made, | . 
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Columbus failed for ſome time along the 
coaſt of Hiſpaniola, in order, as much as poſ- 
ſible, to make obſervations on the coaſt. On 
the ſecond day after his departure, he diſcovered 
ſomething at a diſtance from him, which ap- 
peared like a ſhip. He bore down immediately 
upon it, and found it to be what he little ex- 
pected— Pinzon's veſſel, which he had been in 
vain enquiring after for the laſt ſix weeks. You 
may readily conceive what a pleaſant ſight this 
was to the Admiral and his companions. | 

Pinzon came on board, and endeavoured to 
vindicate himſelf, by laying all the fault upon 
the ſtormy weather, by which, according to his 
account, he was driven againſt his will, Al- 


though Columbus was well convinced of the 
falſhood of this report, yet did his natural incli- 


nation to generoſity, as well as his prudence, 


lead hm rather to overlook it, than to act with 


rigour, He appeared therefore to believe what 


Pinzon had told him, and again took him into 
_ favour, highly pleaſed with the idea, that the 


account of his important diſcoveries would not 
be entruſted to a ſingle crazy veſſel. 
Cha. Where had Pinzon been ſo long? 


Fath. He likewiſe had been touching at va- 


rious places upon the coaſt of Hiſpaniola, bar- 
tering for gold. He had, therefore, made no 
diſcoveries of i importance. 


Mother, : 


f 


» 44 


v 1 J | 5 

Mother. Now, children, in order that you 
may rejoice at the diſcovery of America, your 
ſupper to-night ſhall conſiſt entirely of the pro- 
duce of that 7 | 

Al. Ah! Ah! 

Some. What is it, pray! 

Moth. Soup made of cocoa beans. 

Fred. Ah! Chocolate. 

Moth. And then ſomething elſe, which I 
ſuppoſe you will not much like. „ 
Some. What? 

Moth. Potatoes. 

All. Oh! Potatoes! Potatoes! That is our 
favourite ſupper. 

Fath. Long live the memor 7 of Columbus, 


F to whom we are indebted for this fayourite 
7 diſh. Ebel 8 
% All. Huzza! 
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_ Fath. Now, children, Jet us attend 
our Columbus upon his return home. 
Fred. That's right! _ 
Fath. A freſh breeze, which 8 | 
juſt now ſprung up from the Weſt, drove the 
ſhips as though they flew before it. The hap- 
py ſailors already fancied themſelves in Spain, 
| ſurrounded by their friends, impatient to hear 
N of the many wonderful things which they had 
0 ſeen. 
| Moth. I think you would do better to let 
the veſſels come to land immediately, that the 
BY poor people might go on ſhore at once. 


. Fath, I would willingly do ſo, but I per- 
1 ceive a black cloud riſing yonder in the weſt, t 
4 which makes me tremble for my adventurers: I te 


wiſh I could bring them into a ſafe harbour till ti 

the ſtorm is over; but, unfortunately, there is P 

not one bit of land between Spain and Hiſpa- W 

miola, and of courſe not a ſingle harbour to be th 

found. th 
Fames. 


es- 
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James. O yes; the Azores. 


Father. Thou art right, James. If I 
could get them there in time, they would be 


ſecure; but they are, I think, at leaſt fifty 


leagues from it, and the ſtorm comes on apace. 
It begins to grow dark, and darker ftill : the 
affrighted failors ſtand upon deck, awaiting what 
is to befal them, with their eyes fixed upon the 
Admiral, who, in full pofſeſhon of his accuſ- 


tomed preſence of mind, is giving the neceflary 
orders. 


The waves begin eraduall y to ſwell; the 
veſſels pitch, the cordage rattles, and the Plat 
howls dreadfully among the maſts. Itlightens, 
and 1s again dark as night; it thunders, and 
the rain pours on the quivering ſhips, Now, 
now the ſtorm burſts forth in all its fury. The 
lightning darts flaſh upon flaſh ; the thunder 
roars; the wind rages, and the rolling ſhips are 
at one time raiſed almoſt to the clouds, and 
then again fink into the moſt terrible abyſs. 


Terror and deſpair entirely overcame 
the whole of both the crews. Some of them 
fell on their knees, and prayed for the preſerva- 
tion of their lives; ſome lay down or ſtood 
pale and motionleſs, as though they were dead; 
whilſt others had recourſe to ſuperſtitious me- 
thods of appeaſing heaven, by making a vow. 
that, ſhould their lives be ſpared, they would 


go 


11 ] 


go barefoot and naked on a pilgrimage to ſome 


church dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
Eliza. I don't underſtand that, Father. 
Fath. Then I will explain it to thee, dear 


Eliza. ttend to what Iſay. Thoſe chriſtians, 


that are called roman catholics, uſed formerly 


to believe that it was rendering God an accepts 


able ſervice, to perform a journey, attended 
with a variety of difficulties, to ſome particular 


"ſpot, at a diſtance from the place where they li- 


ved]; and there to ſpend their time in prayer and 
faſting. Such journies uſed to be called pilgri- 
mages, and thoſe who performed them pilgrims, 
Formerly this practice was very common, and 
was rendered by devotees themſelves as difficult 
as poſſible. Some went barefoot, with nothing 
but a coarſe cloth for a covering to their bodies; 
and upon the road voluntarily ſuffered hunger 
and thirſt, heat and cold; nay, they even flog- 
ged themſelves into the bargain, and thought 
they were happy in proportion as they ſuffered 
diſtreſs and pain: For they believed this pe- 
nance was ſo acceptable to God, that on ac- 
count of it, he would forgive all their ſins; and 
When they were in any particular danger, the 
beſt method of ſecuring his protection, they 
imagined, was by making a vow to go on a 
pilgrimage. This was done on board the ſhip 
af Columbus, The ſailors promiſed the Al- 


mighty 


1 9s 1 


mighty that if he would ſave their lives, they 

would go on a pilgrimage, clad as I have a- 

bove deſcribed, in the firſt chriſtian country up- 

on which they ſhould land. Do you undey- 

ſtand me? 
Eliza. O yes, Father. 


Father. Now then, to return to Colum- 


bus and his poor crew, whom we left in the 


moſt diftrefling ſituation. It is not in the leaſt 
degree changed for the better. They are ſtill 
in ſuſpenſe, between life and death. Each 
wave ſeems {till to threaten them with deſtruc- 
tion. In vain does Columbus, with the greateſt 
preſence of mind, take every precaution for theit 
ſafety, which either knowledge or experience 
could ſuggeſt. In vain does he ſay every thing 
in his power to encourage and perſuade them 
to uſe their hands, which, to all appe arance, 
were become lifeleſs. They ſtood like ghoſts, 
whilit the ſtorm raged with unabating fury. At 
laſt, when he could not any longer conceal] 
thathe thought all mortal aid was of no avail, he 


retired with a heavy heart to his cabin, and 


what do you think he did there? 

Some, He prayed, 

Fath. Undoubtedly he raiſed his eyes with 
the moſt filial ſubmiſſion towards heaven; but 
did not aſk for the preſervation of his life; (that 
be committed to the care of him who gave it); 
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pliſhment of what was {till dearer to him. 
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on the contrary, he prayed for the accom- 


Ferd. What was that? 
Fuatk. Nothing diſtreſſed our benevolent 
hero ſo much as the thought that with his life, 
all the important information he was carrying 
to Europe, and what he thought was of ſtill 
greater conſequence, the propagation of the 
knowledge of the true God, among the ſavages 
he had viſited, would be entirely loſt. This 
cleft his heart in twain, as with a two-edged 
ſword; and, of courſe, led him to think not 
ſo much on his own ſafety, as on the means of 
warding off the danger which in this reſpect he 
apprehended, Attend, children, to the means 
which he uſed to accompliſh his deſigns, and 
then admire the greatneſs of the man, who, in 
the moſt imminent danger of immediate de- 
ſtruction, was capable of acting as he did. 

He ſeized a piece of parch ment, deſcribed 
upon it the moſt important diſcoveries he had 


made, wrapt it up in oiled cloth; then covered 


this with wax, and packed up the bundle in 
a cloſe caſk, which he threw into the ſea. 
Matt. Why did he this? 
| Fotn, That you might readily gueſs, He 
thought, I ſuppoſe, that the ſea would ſome- 


where throw thts caſk on ſhore— 


Fath. And that ſome one having found 


opened it, would make known the treaſure it 
contained. 


1 97- 3 


contained. He afterwards prepared a ſimilac 


caſk, which he faſtened to the ſtern of his veſſel, 
| intending to ſet it at liberty only at the laft 


extremity. Now, children, who amongſt us, 


think you, would be equal to ſuch conduc 


as this? 

John. Not one, I believe. For myſelf 1 
am certain not. 

Some. I neither. 

Father. But ſhould you like to know, by 
what means Columbus attained ſuch fortitude? 

James. Certainly. 

Fath. When he was about your age ke 
ſed, on all occaſions, even upon the moſt tri- 
fling occurrence, to exerciſe the utmoſt re- 
ſlection, fo that timidity or fear might never 
overcome him; but that he might, on the con- 
trary, find out ways and means if not to prevent, 
at leaſt to turn to his advantage any misfortune 
which might befal him. He never looked to 
his ſuperiors for affiſtance, but in all caſes 
endeavoured to help himſelf, and to diſcover by 
his own ingenuity, the beſt methods of extricat- 
ing himſelf out of difficulties. He never ac- 
cepted the aid of others, in what he was capable 
of doing himſelf; and he deſpiſed from his heart, 


thoſe effeminate and uſeleſs beings, who are 


continually dependant upon the care and ex- 


ertions of other people. By theſe means, and 


N by 
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by leading not only an induſtrious and active, 
but a pious life from his childhood, by degrees it 
became natural to him, never to be alarmed at 
difficulties, never to be diſmayed; no not even 
amidſt the greateſt dangers; but on the contrary, 
immediately to exert all his underſtanding, fo 
as beſt to relieve him, in every circumſtance of 
perplexity and diſtreſs. And in this manner, 
children, muſt you act, if n wiſh ever to 
become like him. | 
Thos. Well J am ſure we all of us will then. 
Fred, Hannah, do you remember, that ! 


ſhall not want you to lace my half- boots to- 


morrow morning ; I would have you know that 
in future I ſhall do that myſelf. 
Han. I will not force my ſervices upon you, 
you may be aſſured. N 

Fred. J do not want them any more. [I 
ranſt lace them myſelf in future, muſt I not, 
Father? 

Fatli. Moſt certainly, if you wiſh to become 
a2 Columbus. But it would alter the caſe very 
materially, if you ſhould wiſh to become an 
old woman, and ſit by the fire fide all your life. 

Fred. O fye! fye! 

Mot. But children, now we are wandering 
again from Columbus; I ſhall fit upon thorns 
until I know what is become of him and 
his crew, | 


Fath. 


| > 


rt 


1 

Futher, Well, then, I am ready to 
proceed: but alas the ſituation of theſe poor 
people continues ſtill the fame. The ſtorm 
yet rages as much as ever, and to add further 
to the horrors of death, they are now envelop- 
ed in the gloom of one of the darkeſt nights; 
no twinkling ſtar affords the leaſt ray of hope 
or comfort, to theſe deſpairing wretches. Hea- 
ven and fea are hidden in the moſt dreac- 
ful darkneſs; nor does the raging hurricane in 
the leaſt degree abate its fury, during the 
whole of this black night. Thus were they 
ſuſpended, as it were, between life and death, 
until they had become almoſt ſenſeleſs, when 
at laſt— „ e 

Some. Ahl Poor Columbus! 

Tati. Till at laſt this mot dreadful of 
nights began to withdraw, and to the inex- 
preſſible joy of the ſailors, they could diſcover 

land in the grey Eaſt. 3 

All. Ah! Ah! 

Fath. The Admiral himſelf, at firſt, did 
not know what this land might be; but, as they 
drew nearer, they found it to be one of the 
Azore iſles. 

Cath. Thank heaven they are got there! I 
was very much alarmed for them. ; 

Fath. 'They are not there yet, dear Catha- 
nine, although the land lies before them. The 
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creadful ſtorm which ſtill continues, makes it 
extremely dangerous for them to come near the 
coaſt. Nothwithſtanding, therefore, the ardent 
wiſh of every one to get on ſhore, they were 


under the neceſſity of plying for no leſs than 


four days. The Pinta was not to be ſeen, and 
it was doubtful whether ſhe was gone to the 


bottom, or whether her commander, Pinzon, 


had taken advantage of the ſtorm, and the dark- 
neſs of the night, to leave the Admiral, in order 
that he might be the firſt. to bring the news of 
his diſcoveries to Spain. The ftorm at length 
abated a little. The Admiral availed himſelf 
of this favourable moment, ran in land, and 
came to anchor. 


Some Portugueſe ſoon came to offer provi- 
flons, and make enquiries whence they came, 


and whither they were going. When the Spa- 
niards had learned from theſe people that there 
was a Chapel upon the coaſt, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, Columbus permitted one half of 


his crew to go on ſhore, in order that they 
might perform their vow. He himſelf, from 


the continual fatigue he had undergone, had 
become lame in both his legs, and was there- 


fore obliged to ſtop on board. He, however, 


ordered the pilgrims, on their departure, to re- 
turn as ſoon as poflible, that the remainder of 


the crew might alſo go on ſhore, and perform 


their 


E 


their vow. They promiſed to obey his orders. 
They ſtripped themſelves to their ſhirts, and 


ſet off barefoot towards the chapel. 


At the expiration of a ſew hours they were 
expected to return; however, they did not ap- 
pear. Another hour paſſed—ſtill they came 
not; — night approached, without their be- 
ing ſeen or heard of. Columbus began to 
be miſtruſtful, but could not ſatisfy himſelf till 
the morrow. The morning came, and he now 
learned that the Portugueſe garriſon had ſeized 
theſe naked pilgruns, and ds them into 


priſon. 


Columbus was extremel y "DVI at this « con- 


duct, and as all the repreſentations which he 


cauſed to be made of the affair were fruitleſs, 
he threatened with an oath not to leave the 
coaſt until he had taken one hundred Portugueſe 
priſoners, and deſolated the iſland. This threat 
had its effect. Meſſengers were immediately 
ſent, in the name of the governor, to learn 
whether they were really in the Spaniſh ſ>rvice 
or not; and full ſatisfaction on this ſubject 
being given, the priſoners were, without delay, 
ſet at liberty. The governor had received orders 
from the King of Portugal, to ſecure the perſon 
of Columbus, if he ſhould have it in his power, 
probably, in order that both he and his crew, 
might be thrown into prifon ; that thus his ma- 

* 3 jeſty 
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jeſty might come into quiet poſſeſſion of the 
countries our hero had diſcovered : but as they 
could not get him into their power, on account 


of his remaining on board, they thought it pru- 


dent not to detain his people, and to pretend 
they did not know they were Spaniards. 
Obſerve, children, here is another inſtance 


of what we ſhort ſighted mortals call misfor- 


tune, proving a real blefling from the Almighty, 


notwithſtanding we cannot diſcover it to be 


ſuch at the moment. Columbus was ill; he 
had violent pains in his back, and was, there- 
fore, denied the pleaſure of going on ſhore, 
after a long and dangerous voyage. There can 
be no doubt that, at the time, he thought this 
a misfortune ; but how great was his miſtake! 
It was the moſt fortunate event that could have 
happened to him; for, had he been well, he 
would have went on ſhore ; and, had he gone 
on ſhore, he would have been ſecured, and 
perhaps have languiſhed the remainder of his 
life in a priſon. It is, therefore, happy for us 


that our fate is in the hands of God, who, al- 
though he may ſometimes viſit us with afflic- 


tion, always cauſes it to anſwer ſome wiſe and 
good purpoſe. 

It was happy that this 8 had ended ſo 
well. Columbus again got under ſail, in hopes 
of ſoon arriving at the cloſe of all bis toils and 
| dangers; 
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dangers; but heaven had ordained yet another 
ſevere trial of his fortitude. They were again 
overtaken by a dreadful ſtorm. The veſſel 
was driven from her courſe; the fails were torn 
to pieces; the maſts fell; and they expected 
to be buried under each ſucceſſive wave. In 


this deſperate ſituation, which had now conti- 


nued for two days, they perceived at midnight 
that they were nearly upon a rock ; their poor 
ſhip was driving faſt towards it. Had they failed 
in the ſame direction another minute, ſhe muſt 


have gone to pieces. But Columbus's pre- 
ſence of mind was ſtill true to him. He made 


a well-directed tack, that ſaved his ſhip, him- 
ſelf, and his crew. He ſoon diſcovered that he 


was upon the coaſt of Portugal, at the mouth 


of the Tagus, where he ſoon afterwards ſuc- 


ceeded in coming to anchor. At break of 


day he ſent off two meflengers, one to the 
King of Spain, informing him of his happy ar- 
rival, and the other to Liſbon, to the King of 
Portugal, requeſting permiſſion to ſail up the 
Tagus to that town, in order that he might 
there have his veſſel repaired. This requeſt 
was granted him, and of courſe: he made the 


beſt of his way thither. 


The report of a veſſel arriving from. ſo ſin- 
gular an expedition, was no ſooner ſpread, 
than all who could uſe their legs ran. immedi- 

ately 
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ately down to the harbour. The ſhore ſwarm- 
ed with people, the water with boats, every one 
being eager to ſee the man who had executed ſo 
extraordinary an enterprize. Some of them 
blefſed God that they had lived to ſee that day. 

Others lamented that their country had re- 
jected and ill- treated ſo great a man. 


Even the King of Portugal could not refuſe him 
reſpe&, notwithſtanding he was grievouſly vexed 
at the idea, that Spain, by means of this man, 
ſhould make ſo great an acceſſion to its power 
and wealth—a man whom, led by the foohſh 
advice of his blind courtiers, he had ſo inconſi- 
derately repulſed. He gave orders to his ſub- 
jects to treat him with the greateſt reſpect; 
{ent refreſhments on board, and wrote a very 
polite letter to the Admiral, requeſting that he 
would pay him a viſit. Columbus immediately 
complied with his requeſt. Upon his arrival, 
the whole court was ordered out to meet him. 
The King alſo inſiſted upon his, fitting with his 
hat on during the whole of the audience, and 
whilſt Columbus was giving a deſcription of the 
diſcoveries he had made, his majeſty betrayed 
alternately. repentance and admiration. Our 
hero, on the other hand, could not but enjoy 
the manifeſt confuſion of the courtiers, who 
had formerly treated him with contempt, as a 
wild ſpeculator. 

The 


E 1 


The King endeavoured, by the moſt flatter- 
ing offers, to perſuade him again to enter into 
his ſervice : but in vain. He might have offered 
half his kingdom, but would not have induced 
a man ſo faithful to his truſt, even to waver in 
his duty to the court whole ſervice he had 
eſpouſed. 

Moth. Bravo! 

Fath. As ſoon, therefore, as he had taken 
leave, and finiſhed the neceſſary repairs of his 
thip, he again ſet ſail, and ſteered for the ſame 
Spaniſh port from which he had ſtarted. — 


He arrived there the fifteenth of March, after 


having been abſent ſeyen months and eleven 
days. 

And now we will let him take reſt after ſo 
Jong a voyage, To-morrow you ſhall have 
the pleaſure of ſecing him land, 

Peter, This 1 13 a yery eharming tale indeed! 
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TALE IX. 


Nie. NV q ELL, Father, w 1 Fos Þ be ſo 


good as to let Columbus land? 
Fath. Immedutely, Nicholas ; ; but let him 


{irſt enter the harbour of Palos in due order. 


The report of his ſhip approaching, had 


ſcarcely ſpread, before every one ran down 


to the harbour, in order to convince himſelf 
of. the truth of this joyful news. And when 


they found they were not difappointed—when 


the veſſel came ſo near that one recognized a 
brother, another a father, a third a friend, and 
a fourth a huſband — Oh that was, indeed, 


a ſcene well worth witneſſing —the air re- 


ſounded with ſhouts of joy. Had you ſeen 


the trembling arms that were ſtretched out to 
receive theſe ſtrangers, and the tears of joy that 
were ſhed upon this occaſion, you would never 
have forgot it. Columbus at length ſtepped on 


| ſhore, welcomed by the thundering of cannon, 


the ringing of bells, and the huzzas of an im- 
menſe croud of people. Far from ditcoyering 


the 


Fro 
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the leaſt ſymptoms of pride on this occaſion, he 
made it the firſt object of his care, to ſhew that 
the ſucceſs of his enterprize ought to be attri- 
buted not to himſelf but to God. With this 
view, he directed his footſteps towards the ſame 
church in which he had ſupplicated the aſſiſtance 
and protection of the Almighty at his departure. 
His crew, and the whole multitude following 
him, formed a ſolemn procefſion. Having thus 
performed his duty towards God, he ſet out on 
his way to Barcelona, a town in 


Nic. The province of Catalonia, in Spain. 


Fath. Where the King and Queen at that 
time held their court. 


James. Had nothing been heard of Pinzon. 

Fath. Intelligence of him had been receiv- 
ed. But the accounts are contradictory ; ſome 
{ay that he entered the harbour of Palos ſoon 
after Columbus. Others affert, on the con- 
trary, that he landed in Gallicia, ſeveral days 
previous to the arrival of our hero, and that he 
was upon the road to Barcelona, haſtening to 
be the firſt to carry the good news to court, but 
was ordered by the King not to appear before 
him, except in the preſence of his Admiral; 
upon which this vain man was ſo much cha- 


grined, that he fell ill, and died in a few days. 
Fohn, A pleaſant journey, Mr, Pinzon. 
p Mie. 
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Mic. Another time be not quite fo vain 
and faithleſs. | 
Fath., We will hope that he is now ; free 


from NEL vices. 


Columbus found an 13 concourſe of 


people, collected in every place through which 


he paſſed; and heard his name reſound from 


every mouth. He at length arrived at Barcelo- 
na, where the King and Queen awaited him 


with the utmoſt impatience. The whole court, 
as in Portugal, was ordered out to meet him, 


and the ſtreets were. every where ſo crouded 


that he could ſcarcely paſs. The proceſſion 
was conducted in the following order. 


Firſt of all came the Indians, who had 
accompanied him, dreſſed according to the cuſ- 
tom of their country; next were carried the 


gold, and various kinds of ornaments, he had 
brought with him; then followed the natural 
curioſities he had collected, ſuch as bales of 
cotton, caſes of pepper, parrots, which were 
carried upon canes twenty-five feet long, ſtuffed 
ſkins of American animals and birds, beſides 


a great number of other things, that had never 


been ſeen in Europe; and laſt of all came 
Columbus himſelf, who attracted the eyes of the 
ſpectators more than any of the curioſities that 


had preceeded him, 


Jn 


- 0: PI 

In order to ſhew him a particular mark of 
honour, their Majeſties cauſed a ſuperb throne to 
be erected in an open place, on which they ſat to 
receive him. He now drew near, and was 

going to kneel at the foot of the throne, as 

was then the cuſtom, when the King held out 
his hand for him to kiſs it, and defired him to 
| fit down upon a ſeat placed for that purpoſe at 
his right hand. In a very becoming manner, 
he then gave a particular account of the diſco- 
reries he had made, and exhibited the ſamples 
he had brought with him of the curious pro- 
ductions of thoſe countries. The court, and all 
who heard him, were loſt in aſtoniſhment. 
When he had finiſhed his account, their Ma- 
jeſties both kneeled down, accompanied by all 
who were preſent, and returned thanks to God 
for thoſe wonderful events, which ſeemed to 
promiſe them ſo many and ſuch great advan- 
tages. Upon this Columbus was-overwhelmed 
with the higheſt honours. Every reward which 
had been promiſed him, before his departure, 
was openly confirmed; he, and his whole 
family, were raiſed to the rank of nobility, and 
whenever the King rode out, his favorite officer 


e aut always be at his fide; a diſtinction till 
8 then granted only to princes of the blood: but 
Wo what pleaſed him moſt of all was, that his 


AgeTy gave orders that a conſiderable fleet 
L ſhould 
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ſhould be immediately fitted out for a deen 
expedition. 


In the mean time, his Majeſty ſent an 


ambaſſador to Rome, requeſting the Pope to 


give the Spaniards. a ſole right and title to all 
the countries how diſcovered, or to be hereafter 
diſcovered, by them in the unknown ocean, 
The Pope (Alexander the Sixth was his name) 


drew a ſtraight line from one pole to the other, 
at the diſtance of one hundred leagues from the 
Azore iſlands, and made a ſolemn grant to the 


King of Spain of all the land which — be 
diſcovered beyond this line, 
Thos. Heyday! How could the Page give 


theſe countries away, when they did not be- 


long to him? 
Futh. At that time, Thomas, the Pope was, 
as you muſt know from hiſtory, poſſeſſed of 


very extraordinary powers. He was thought 


to be the great apoſtle of God, and, on this 
account, was ſuppoſed to have a right of 
diſpoſing of every part of the globe as he thought 
proper. Every prince, therefore, that W 


to enjoy his dominions in ſecurity, was under 
the necefhty of applying to the Pope for a 


confirmation of his richt to them. Things are 
not ſo now. 


Matt. It is very well they are not, or the Pope 


might think proper to take Hamburgh from us. 


Fath. 


E 1 


Fath. The fitting out of the fleet was car- 
ried on with ſuch expedition, that in a ſhort time 
ſeventeen ſhips, moſt of them large ones, were 
ready for ſea in the harbour of Cadiz. A thirit for 
riches brought together great numbers of people 
of all ranks, who defired to embark in this 
expedition, many of whom intended to take up 
their abode in the newly diſcovered iſlands ; 


but, as it was not poflible for Columbus to take = 


them all, he choſe from among them fifteen 
hundred, and took care not only that the ſhips 
ſhould be furniſhed with the neceflary proviſi- 


ons, but alſo with every thing requiſite to the 
eſtabliſhment of colonies, For this purpoſe, he 
collected all kinds of neceſſary inſtruments, as 
well as various animals unknown in the new 
world, ſuch as horſes, afſes, cows, &c. and, 


finally, all ſorts of European grain, and ſeeds 
of many plants, and vegetables, which he 
thought might thrive in that climate. 

55 he ſtill poſſeſſed the miſtaken notion 


that the countries he had diſcovered were parts 


of the continent of India, he gave it the name 
of the Weſt Indies, in order to diſtinguiſh it 
from what he conſidered the other part already 
known. He gave it this name, becauſe a per- 
fon in his voyage thither muſt fail towards the 
Weſt, India, properly ſo called, which lay 

2 eaſtward, 


E 


eaſtward, was from this time called the Eaſt 
Indies. | 

Cath. But the whole 'of America is ' not | 
called the Weſt Indies? 

Fath. No; we apply this name only to the 
American iflands, which lie in the gulph of 
Mexico. 
As ſoon as every thing was ready, the fleet 
let ſail from Cadiz on the twenty-fifth of Sep- 
tember, 1493- Columbus directed his courſe 
towards the Canary iſles, before which he 
came to anchor on the fifth of October. Here 
he took in freſh water, wood, and ſoine other 
animals, particularly pigs. On the third day 
he ſet ſail again. The pigs which he now took 
with him, were the ſtock from which ſprang 
the whole race of ſwine at preſent in America. 
Geo. But I ſuppoſe other Pigs were taken 
| there afterwards. 
Fath. You are 1 0 Gene The Ame- 
rican ſwine cannot boaſt, with certainty, upon 
the antiquity of their progenitors. Irrational 
animals might be pardoned this folly, were 
they capable of it ; but when a man deſcends 
to the vanity of boaſting the rank of his anceſ- 
tors, one cannot but lament the ſtupidity he 
diſcovers, in ſuppoſing himſelf the better for 
their high titles. 


tn 
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In the courſe of twenty days, during the 


whole of which there was a fair wind, they 
made as much as eight hundred leagues. And 
ſo little of importance occurred, that I may 


now, without any further ceremony, put them 


ſafe on ſhore. 


It was on the ſacend of November p there- ” 
fore, thirty-eight days after their departure 


from Spain, that they caſt anchor before an 


iſland which Columbus named Dominica, be- 
cauſe they diſcovered it on a Sunday; which, 


in Latin, is called dies dominica, or dies ſalis. 


Cha. Is not that one of the Antilles, or 
Coribbes iſles? Did not the French take it 
from the Engliſh in the preſent war? 

Fohn. Certainly ; fee here it is, 

Fath. Not finding a convenient anchorage 
here, Columbus again ſet ſail, and diſcovered 
ſeveral other iſlands, ſome of them of conſider- 
able ſize. One of them was Marigalante. 

James. That is not in our Geography. 

Fath. Then we will mark ut now, It be- 
longs to the French. | 

Further, Guadaloupe, which — 

Tho. Belongs alſo to the French. 

Fath. Columbus called it thus, on account 
of a promiſe he had made to ſome Monks, who 
lived in a cloiſter of the ſame name, that one of; 
the iſlands he might diſcover ſhould be named 
in honour of their habitation, 
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And again, Andgus. 
Fred. Which now belongs to the Engliſh. 
Fauth. And then, Porto Rico; which, as 


you know, ſtill belongs to the Engliſh; and 
laſtly, the iſland of Saint Martin, of which the 
Len have lately taken poſſeſſion. 


At Guadaloupe they diſcovered a very beau- 


tiful caſcade, which defcended from the ſummit 


of a ſtupendous rock, and might be heard at 


the diſtance of nine miles. At firſt they could 


not diſcoyer any of the natives, as they had leſt 
their habitations, and fled into the mountains. 
But at length the Spaniards, that had been ſent 
out for the purpoſe of examining the iſland, 


brought two boys which they had ſeized, who 
gave them to underſtand they were not natives 
of that place, but had been brought there as 
_ captives. Soon after this they met with fix 


women, who were crying out in a moſt 


dreadful manner for affiftance, for they had 
been condemned to perpetual ſlavery. From 
theſe women they learned, that it was the horrid: 
cuſtom of the inhabitants of this ifland to roaſt 
and eat their male priſoners, and to make 
' ſlaves of the females. The boys and women 
were immediately taken under the protection 


of the Spaniards. 


The inhabitants of the athas iſlands con- 


firmed the account which theſe women, and 
; 2 


tw & 


1 

the cazique, Guakanahari, had given Columbus 
of the warlike and barbarous diſpoſition of theſe 
people. Almoſt every where, when he at- 
tempted to land, he was oppoſed in the moſt. 
deſperate manner, and throughout the iſland 


found melancholy proofs that they devoured 
their priſoners, like the deer in their foreſts. 


It was not without ſhuddering that they 
beheld human bones at the doors of almoſt 
every hut. This circumſtance, and a wiſh to 


viſit, as ſoon as poſſible, the Spaniards which 
he had left at Hiſpaniola, determined Columbus 


not to prolong his ſtay upon this iſland, and the 
more ſo, as every peaceable attempt to become 
acquainted with the natives proved fruitleſs. 
He haſtened his departure, and came to anchor 
off Hiſpaniola on the twentieth of the ſame 
month, in a harbour not more than a days 
journey from the lately erected fort of Navidad. 
Some Spaniards which he had ſent on ſhore, 


returned with the ſtrange account, that they had 


found upon the beach two human bodies, tied 
by ropes about their necks to a wooden croſs: 
As they had lain ſo long as to be quite disfigured, 
it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh: whether: 1 . 
were Europeans or not. . DS, 

This account gave birth to painful ſuſpicions | 
in the mind of Columbus, which could not be 


Stood till the next day. He ſpent, therefore; 


a very 


1 

a very uneaſy night, and at break of day haſten- 
ed to diſcover whether his melancholy conjee- 
tures were founded in truth. Upon his arrival 
off the height of Navidad— 

Eliza. What does that mean, Father. i 

Fat. That is, when he arrived with his 
fleet oppoſite the place where fort Navidad was 


ſituated. Do you not recollect, when we 


were once upon the ſtrand of the Baltic, how 
the ſea appeared to riſe above the land as it 
were? 

Eliza. O, yes; before we came cloſe to it 
the ſea appeared like a high hill. EE. 
Fath. Well then, becauſe the fea appears to 
riſe in this manner like a hill, that part of it 
which is oppoſite any particular place upon the 
coaſt, is called the height of that place. _ 

Columbus, therefore, immediately upon his 
arrival off the height of Navidad, ſprung into a 
boat, and ordered them to row to ſhore. But 


what was his aſtoniſnment, when he could find 


neither Spaniards, nor any remains of the fort 
which he had erected, except ſome ſcattered 
remnants of clothes, broken weapons, and 
_ utenſils! This told him more than enough, 
He was convinced beyond all doubt of the 
deſtruction of the infant colony, by finding at a 
{mall diſtan ce from the place, eleven of their 
dead bodies which bore evident marks of having 

bees 


11 
Whilſt they were lamenting, 


deen murdered. 


the ſad fate of their countrymen, and me- 


ditating how they ſhould' revenge their death 
upon the natives, the brother of Guakana- 


har approached, and gave a detailed account 
of the misfortunes which had caufed the deſtruc-. 


tion of theſe European coloniſts. The chief 
particulars were as follows: 


Columbus was ſcarcely departed when 


they forgot the valuable advice he had given 
them. Inſtead of confirming, by friendly in- 


tercourſe, the reſpect and veneration in which 
they were held by the natives; they indulged 
themſelves in ſo many extravagancies and ex- 
tortions, that the natives ſoon perceived, inſtead 
of being ſuperior, they were in truth inferior 
beings to themſelves. Their offi cer endeavour- 


ed to maintain good diſcipline, but they re- 
garded neither his threats nor perſuaſions; 


they ſet his authority at defiance, and ſtrolled 


ſingly among the Indians, committing robberies 
and other enormities of the baſeſt kind. They 
confined their depredations chiefly to the ſtate 
of the cazique of Cibao, on account of the gold 
found there. Atlength, being unable anylonger 
to ſubmit to their ill conduct, he flew to arms, 
ſurprized ſeveral ſtragglers and killed them; then 
ſurrounded the fort, and ſet fire to it. A num- 
ber of the Spaniards fell in defending it; the 


others, 
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others, attempting to ſave themſelves in a boat, 


were all drowned.” 
The relater of this abe tale further 


informed them, that Guakanahari had always 


continued their friend, and at that time lay ill 
of a wound he had received in their defence. 
Columbus's people were unwilling to give 


credit to the latter part of this account, and 


wiſhed for permiſſion to take revenge upon 
every one of the natives; but he was too wiſe, 
and too humane, to give the leaft encouragement 


to wiſhes ſo vindictive. On the contrary, he 


endeavoured to convince them how neceflary 
it would be to the ſecurity and the exiſtence of 


the colony they again intended to place there, 


to re-eſtabliſh a good underſtanding and friend- 
ſhip with the natives; and he therefore recom- 


mended the kindeſt behaviour on their Part 


towards them. 
Columbus then went to viſit G 3 
whom he found really ill, from a wound which 


appeared to have been given by a wooden 


inſtrument, not by a European ſword. The 
unaltered fidelity of this man's behaviour, con- 
firmed the truth of the information which he 
gave them, as well as that already given by his 
brother. The cazique, likewiſe endeavoured, 


by every means in his power, to ſhew his 


friendly diſpoſition, He made Columbus a 
| preſent 


[ 9 


preſent of eight hundred ſmall ſhells, which 


were conſidered as of great value by theſe Indi- 
ans; likewiſe one hundred plates of gold, and 
three gourds full of gold duſt, which, together, 
weighed near two hundred pounds; in return, 
Columbus made him as welcome a preſent of 
European trinkets. 
Upon this, Columbus led his people to a 
more healthy ſituation, at the mouth of a ſmall 
ſtream, intending to erect there a regular forti- 
fied town, in which thoſe he ſhould leave be- 
hind might have a place of ſecurity. No one 


was permitted to remain an idle ſpectator of 


this work, By the joint labour of ſo many 


hands the firſt town built by Europeans in the 
new world was ſoon compleated. Columbus, 


in honour of his Queen, called it Iſabella, 
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Fath. Dvzxe the building of the 
town Iſabella, Columbus had a thouſand diffi- 
culties to encounter, which nothing leſs than 
_ perſeverance like his could have overcome. 
The Spaniards, who are naturally inclined to 
indolence, were rendered {till more ſo by the 
Heat of the climate. They loudly complained 
therefore, of the hardſhips they experienced, 
which were as unexpected as ſevere. They 
were come here with the moſt extravagant ex- 
pectations, and had promiſcd themſelves im- 
menſe riches, with a life of eaſe. Now they 
were obliged to work daily under a burning 
ſun, like common labourers. What a contraſt! 


The unhealthineſs of the air, which produc- 
ed drowſineſs and various diſeaſes, aggravated 
ſtill more their unhappy fate; and to add to 
this, they ſoon experienced a ſcarcity of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, which effeminate Europeans 
could but ill diſpenſe e and the golden 

mountains, 


Ei 
mountainz, which they had promiſed tliem- 
ſelyes—where were they? They were not even 
permitted to go in ſearch of them, becauſe 
their ſelf-conceited Admiral was determined 
to have his town finiſhed, before any of them 
were permitted to go into the interior of the 
country. | 

All theſe were reaſons for diſcontent, which 
at length ripened into a plot againſt the life of 
Columbus : fortunately the fire was diſcovered 
before it broke out into a flame. The leader 
of the conſpiracy was ſeized; ſome were pu- 


niſhed, others were ſent back to Spain, in or- 
der to take their trials, At the ſame time Co- 
lumbus requeſted the King to ſend him a rein- 


forcement of troops, and a freſh ſupply of pro 
viſions. 
Meanwhile, in er to divert the diſcontent 


of his people, he undertook, with a part ofthem, 


an excurſion up the country. For ſo doing he 
had another motive; he wiſhed to convince 


the natives of the great ſuperiority of European 
ſoldiers. With this intention he marched his 
troops in columns, with colours flying, and 
martial muſic, and cauſed the cavalry, eſpeci- 
ally, to go through their various manceuvres. 
This ſtruck the Indians with great aſtoniſhment. 
Theſe people had till now never ſeen a horſe, 
and thought at firſt that horſe and rider were 
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but one animal; and you may readily conceire 
how terrible this animal, half horſe and half 
man, muſt have appeared to them. Moſt of 
them took refuge in their huts wherever the 
Spaniards made their appearance, and thought 
themſelves quite ſecure when they had faſtened 
up their door places with pieces of cane. 
They took with them ſome Indians, from 
the ſtate of Guakanahari, as guides. Whenever 
theſe people, upon their march, came near a 
hut of their countrymen, they uniformly walked 
in, and, without ſaying a word, helped them- 
ſelves to whatever proviſion they found, as 
though they had been at home. To this the 
proprietor of the hut appeared not to make the 
leaſt objetion. It ſeemed as if theſe good 
natured people, who perhaps had never before 
ſeen each other, poſſeſſed every thing in com- 
mon. What a reproach to the avarice of Eu- 
ropeans!—They directed their march towards 
the gold country, Cibao; and were confirmed 
in the ideas which the natives had given them 
of it. It 1s true, they did not find any gold 
mines already opened here; for the Indians 
had not given themſelves fo much trouble to 
obtain a metal for which they had ſo little uſe. 
But 1n every brook they found grains and lumps 
of gold, which the water had waſhed away 
from the mountains, and forced down with its 
0 ſtreams. 


„ 


ſtreams. This was proof ſufficient that the 
mountains themſelves contained rich veins or- 


this metal. 
With this pleaſi Ing news, Werben they re- 
turned to Iſabella. Columbus, before his de- 


parture, had erected a fort at this place, in 


which he ſtationed a force ſufficient to defend 


it; but on his return he found the infant colony 


in a moſt deplorable ſtate. The proviſions 


were nearly conſumed; (they had not yet had 


time to cultivate the land) and the peſtilential 
diſeaſes, ſo prevxalent in theſe hot uncultivated 
countries, had begun to make dreadful havoc. 


Every one expected ſoon to be carried off either 


by famine or diſeaſe; every one lamented the 
folly of having renounced his happineſs, his 
country, and his health, to die of want in a 
foreign clime; every one curſed the author of 


their misfortunes, who, by his faſcinating de- 
ſcription of this new country, had induced them 


to enter upon ſo wretched an enterprize. Even 
the prieſt, who had accompanied them from 
Spain, ſtood at the head of the mutineers, and 
gave full vent to his — in the bittereſt re- 
proaches. 5 


Fortunately this was not the firſt ſtorm that 
Columbus had been called upon to encounter. 


Experience had furniſhed him with wiſdom 
adapted to ſuch occaſions, and the various 
_ M2 dangers 
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dangers he had been expoſed to, had ſo fortified 
his mind, that he was prepared for any trial. 


He ſucceeded, therefore, in quelling this new | 


revolt, and once more re-eſtabliſhed | peace 
among his people. 


| He had no ſooner accompliſhed ka deſi gn, 


than he again ſet fail with the intention of 
making freſh diſcoveries. He gave his brother, 
Don Diego, the command oyer the people he left 


behind him. 


Pet. Was this he whom Columbus ſent to 
England. 

James. No. His name was 3 

Fauth. Right. Don Diego was bis ſecond 
brother. 3 

Fred. Why i is be called EY 

Eliza. The word Don is placed before the 
names of perſons of rank in Spain, as the word 
von is in Germany, or de in France, 

Fred. So! 

Fath, Columbus now put to ſea, with one 
large ſhip and two finall ones, intending to di- 
rect his courſe weſtward. The moſt important 
diſcovery he made upon this voyage was the 
iſland of Jamaica _ 

Fohu. Which belongs to the Engliſh. 
Fath. The ſame. As ſoon as he came to 


anchor off this place, he ſent a boat well armed 


to ſound the harbour. 


Elisa. 


th 


WI 


EL. 2408 Þ 
Eliza. What is that, Father? 


Fath. That is, they were to go and throw 
out the leadin different places, in order to learn: 


if there were water enough for the _—_ to come: 


in with ſafety. 


This boat was ſoon firtbrindet by a great 


number of canoes with armed Indians, who 
ſeemed determined to oppoſe- their landing. 


As theſe poor creatures could not be perſuaded 
to deſiſt from their purpoſe; the Spaniards ſa- 


luted them with a ſhower of arrows, upon which 
they immediately took flight. 


Geo. Had: theſe Spaniards no guns with 


them: 
Fath. The uſe of guns was at that time by 


no means general; moſt ſoldiers. were, there 


fore, armed with bows and arrows. 


The harbour being found ſafe, Columbus 
ran in, had his ſhips repaired, and. ſpent the 


reſt of his time there im exploring the country. 


It appeared to be more valuable than Hiſpaniola, 


he did not fail to take poſſeſſion of this. iſland 
alſo, in the name of his Catholic Majeſty. hag 
Fred. Who is he? 


Fath.. Do you notremember, Frederick, that 


this is the title of the-King of Spain. 
_ Bred. Of yen. © 
Fath. From hence he failed towards Cuba, 
W ith. the view of examining whether this ifland, 
M 3 which, 
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which, as you know, he had before discovered, 
were a part of the continent or not. And here 
commenced a chain of difficulties and dangers, 


in compariſon with which thoſe he had already 


experienced were as nothing. He ſoon had to 
encounter one of the moſt dreadful ſto rms in a 
very dangerous and unknown ſea. He found 
himſelf in the midſt of rocks and ſhoals, which 
threatened his ſhip with immediate deſtruction; 
then, again, the veffels were taking in ſo much 
water, in the midſt of a fathomleſs abyſs, that 
it was with great difficulty the ſeamen, who 
had nearly exhauſted all their ſtrength at the 
pump, could keep them from ſinking. He 
was. now obliged to ſuffer hunger and thirſt with 

his companions, and as in every difficulty he 
_ uniformly diſcovered more concern for them 
than for himſelf, when any freſh ſupply was 
thrown by good fortune in their way, he was 
always the laſt to partake of it. And now, 


again, he had to combat the diſcontent of his 


people, who in the bittereſt terms reproached 
him with their misfortunes, notwithſtanding he 
ſhared in them all with the utmoſt fortitude and 
patience. View this great man, children, ſur- 
rounded by ſuch a multitude of difficulties; 
obſerve the compoſure of countenance he yet 
maintains; {till hoping by his example to reſtore 
chearfulneſs and courage to the minds of his 
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companions; and judge from your own feelings 
whether an old author does not ſpeak the truth, 
when he ſays, there is not a grander ſight in the 


world than a brave man encountering difficulties.“ 


At ſeveral places where he landed in Cuba, 


he learned from the natives that it was really 
an iſland. In ſome parts of it, the quantities 


of birds and inſects were ſo great that ſometimes 
in the cleareſt day the ſun could not be ſeen for 


them, and the air was darkened by them as in 
a thunder ſtorm. On the north fide he found 


the ſea covered with an innumerable multitude 
of ſmall iſlands, to which he gave the name of 


Queen's Garden. In the midit of them they 


net with a canoe of fiſhermen, whoſe method 
of fiſhing was fo ſingular that it deſerves to be 
mentioned. They uſed a particular kind of 
fiſh, about the ſize of a herring, called ves, 
and which 1s. faid to. have remarkably ſharp 


teeth. They tied this. fiſh by the tail, and then 


threw it into the water. When it met with 
any other fiſh it immediately faſtened upon 


them, and the een by this means drew 
out their prey. The Spaniards ſaw them take 
out in this manner a turtle of one hundred 
pounds weight, upon tbe neck of which this 


ſmall fiſh had faſtened itſelf. 
So ſoon as theſe fiſhermen diſcovered the 
boat coming towards them, they made ſigns. to 
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the crew not to approach, as though they had 
ſome buſineſs to ſettle with their acquaintances. 
This requeſt was granted, and when they had 
taken their turtles, they came on board of their 
own accord, and preſented the Admiral with 
the fruits of their labour. - Columbus made 
ſuch a return for their kindneſs as s he Knew 
would be acceptable. 


Whilſt Columbus was thus cruiſing among 
theſe iſlands, upon the coaſt of Cuba, they 
obſerved an appearance in the lea, which for 
its ſingularity deſerves alſo to be noticed. In 
one part the ſea appeared ſpotted green and 
white; in another it was as white as milk; and 
in a third, to the great aſtoniſhment of the 
failors, as black as ink. They could not, at 
all account for theſe ſingular appearances, _ 


When they again came to anchor off the 


coaſt of Cuba, after a very dangerous cruize, 


in the midſt of rocks and ſhoals, they erected 
an altar on the ſtrand, at which to perform 


their devotions. An old cazique approached 
them, and appeared to pay the greateſt atten- 


tion whilſt they went through the whole of the 
ceremony, When they had concluded, he 


preſented the Admiral with ſome of the fruits 


of the ifland, He then ſeated himſelf upon 
the earth, raiſed his knees to his chin, and in 
this 


110 J 


this poſture addreſſed a ſpeech to the Admiral, 
which was interpreted to him as follows :— 
Thou art come into theſe countries with 
a force, like unto which we have never ſeen 
any; therefore haſt thou brought fear and 
trembling upon us. But know, that in the 
other world, we are well aſſured there are two 
different places for the reception of the depart- 
ed; one is terrible and full of darkneſs; this 
is the inheritance of the wicked; the other is 
goodly and chearful; there the lovers of peace, 


and the friends of mankind, find reſt. Doeſt 


thou believe that even thou muſt die? Doeſt 


thou believe that thou ſhalt inherit according 


to the good or evil thou haſt done? Then do 
Ttruſt, thou wilt not injure thoſe who have 


never injured thee, What thou haſt juſt been 
doing is right; for if I am not deceived thou 


haſt been offering up thanks to God.“ 

The Admiral anſwered, with the greateſt 
ſatisfaction, that he was glad the cazique was 
acquainted with the immortality of the ſoul. 
That he was not come to promote evil; but 


that his maſter, the King of Spain, had ſent 


him there for the ſole purpoſe of diſcovering 
whether the inhabitants were in the habits of 
doing injuries to each other, as had been told 


him of the Caraibs. He had orders to reclaim | 


them from theſe evil practices, and to ſec 
that 
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that the inhabitants of all theſe his lands lived 
in peace with each other. 

The cazique had ſcarcely received this an- 
ſwer, when the tears were ſeen to trickle down 
his venerable face. He then informed the 
Admiral, that if the affection he had for his 
wife and children did not prevent him, he 
would immediately return with him to Spain. 
He received a few preſents from them, and ap- 
peared to be ſtruck with their value. He then 
fell on his knees, and aſked ſeveral times if 
theſe people had not deſcended from heaven. 

The continual anxiety of mind which Co- 
lumbus had lately felt, both day and night, 
began now to threaten the moſt ſerious con- 
ſequences to his health : he gradually ſunk 
into a ſtate of dehility, which being attended 
with an almoſt entire privation of ſleep, weak- 
ened his memory in a moſt ſurpriſing manner, 
| His recovery was deſpaired of; and, on this 
account, they made all the haſte in their power 
to get back again to Iſabella. 

Providence had there prepared him a fight 
which tended, more than any medicine, to re- 
| ſore his health. Upon his arrival at this place 
he found his much beloved brother Bartholo- 
mew, who had brought with him the troops, 
and freſh ſupplies of proviſions, which he had 
requeſted might be ſent from Spain, This was 

3 a double 
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t 


le 
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a double reaſon for joy, which may be better 
conceived than deſcribed. PI 

It was now thirteen long years ſince theſe 
brothers, who loved each other affectionately, 
on account of the ſimilality of their diſpo- 
ſitions and purſuits, had been ſeparated, with- 
out having received any tidings of each other, 
You may eaſily ſuppoſe, then, how affecting 
this interview muſt have been. . 

Bartholomew, as we have already ſeen, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the King of England, and 
ſucceeded to the beſt of his wiſhes. He im- 
mediately ſet off, therefore, on his return to 


Spain, in order to communicate this agreeable 


news to his brother ; but learned, in France, 
that he had himſelf already executed what he 


| hoped to have affiſted him in. He therefore 


baſtened his return, in hopes, at leaſt to be in 
time to attend his brother on his ſecond voy- 
age: but fate ſo ordered it, that Chriſtopher 
had ſet fail a ſecond time before he arrived 
at Cadiz... 5 
He was called to Court, and there received 
all the honour' due to a brother of the diſcoverer 
of the new world; and the news of Colum- 


bus's difagreeable ſituation, with his requeſt 


for freſh ſupplies arriving, Bartholomew was 
immediately fixed upon to take them. He 
flew on the wings of affection, to accomplith 

an 


E * 1 
an expedition, the FONG of which lay ſo near 
his heart. 

His ar could not have happened at a 
more ſeaſonable time. The Admiral's indiſ- 
poſition, with the deplorable ſtate of affairs at 
Hiſpaniola, made the preſence of ſo courageous 
and experienced a perſon as his brother, a bleſ- 
fing, without which, in all probability, both 
himſelf and the colony would have been loſt, 


This unexpected good fortune operated fo. . 


powerfully to his reſtoration, that he was en- 
abled to prevent the ruin of the infant town 
which he had juſt compleated. 

Strange alterations indeed had taken place 
in his abſence : _ two-thirds of the colony had 
fallen a facrifice to the plague. The perſon 
whom Columbus had left as commander in 
chief (his name was Margarita) had revolted ; 


and being unable to accompliſh his deſigns, he 


had got on board one of the ſhips, in company 


with Father Boyl, who was his companion in 


the revolt, and ſet ſail for Spain. The ſoldiers 


who were under his command, after his depar- - 


ture, went in ſmall detachments about the 
country, and there committed every kind of 
outrage upon the poor Indians: at length, 
however, the natives aſſembled in a body, and 
killed many of the Spaniards whom they found 
in the woods, 
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All theſe occurrences were unfortunate, and 
ſuch as threatened the colony with deſtruc- 
tion. What was ſtill worſe, the Indians, who 
till now had been very peaceable, began to 
open their eyes to the misfortunes they had 
reaſon to fear. Inſtructed by experience, they 
_ eaſt a glance on futurity, and ſaw with horror 
that they had nothing to expect from theſe 
ſtrangers, whom at firſt they had viewed with ſo 
much veneration, but ſlavery and famine. 
The heat of the climate, and the indolent life 
they were accuſtomed to lead, rendered very 
little food ſufficient for their ſupport. A hand- 
ful of maize, and a little roaſted caſſada or 
bread root“, was all that was neceſſary to ſa- 
tisfy their appetites; and they now ſaw, with 
aſtoniſhment, that one Spamard would eat at a 
ſingle meal, as much as would be ſufficient to 
ſerve four of them a whole day. They conſi- 
dered theſe Europeans, therefore, as exceſſively 
voracious ; who, like inſects, having conſumed 
all the food in their native country, were com- 
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* The caſſada is a plant four feet high, with broad 
leaves, and a thick ſtem. Its root is nearly in the form of a 
f turnip, about ſix inches in diameter, If eaten raw, it is 
unpleaſant to the taſte, and unwholeſome; but, when 


9 maſhed, a mealy ſubſtance may be extracted from it, which, 
Fl being dried in the ſun, or by the fire, affords a tolerably 

peaſant food, | 
U N polled 
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pelled to leave it in ſearch of another, where 


they might {till feaſt their gluttony. They 


hence concluded, that the produce of their 
iſland would not be ſufficient to ſupport both 
themſelves and theſe ſtrangers, and that they 
muſt all, therefore, expect to die of hunger. 

Theſe reflections, and the daily outrages 
committed by the Spaniards, convinced them 
of the abſolute neceſſity either of deſtroying 
their viſitors, or bending their necks to their 
tyranny. They had ſufficient courage to in- 
duce them to make trial of the firſt alternative. 
They ran to arms, and enrolled themſelves 
under their rag who formed their diffe. 
rent tribes into one large body. 


Thus were affairs ſituated when Columbus 
returned to Iſabella. Every thing was in mo- 
tion. Every thing bore a warlike appearance. 
The whole body of the natives, except Guakan- 
ahari's tribe, who ſtill remained attached to the 
| Spaniards, were now in arms, and ready to 
fall upon the ſmall body of their oppreffors. 
They were ſuppoſed to have aſſembled to the 
number of one hundred thouſand. 


Columbus was ſhocked, not ſo much at the 


danger which threatened his new ſettlement, as 
at the injuſtice of his chriſtian ſubjects, who 
had thus enraged theſe Indians by nature fo 


peaceable. The pleaſing hope of inducing 
theſe 


6 „ 2 — — — — 


than to defend their own property, their liberty, 


ment to them, drawn upon himſelf the diſplea- 


the conflict. 


the ſubject of another tale. 


C246] 


theſe infidels, by means of kindneſs and affec- 
tion, to embrace the chriſtian religion,was gone 
for ever. He ſaw himſelf obliged to ſhed the 
blood of thoſe who ſought for nothing more 


and their lives againſt the rapacity of robbers. 
A fituation truly lamentable for ſo beneyolent, 
ſo conſcientious a man as Columbus. 

In theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances came the 
faithful Guakanahari, not only to ſympathize 
with him, but to offer lus ſervices. This ſtead - 
faſt friend of the Europeans had, by his attach- 
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ſure of all the other caziques; ſo that his 
making at this time a common cauſe with the 
San was as much a matter of neceſſity as 9 
of choice. Columbus thankfully accepted his 1 
ſervices, and both aſſembled their done for ö 
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And now, children, prepare yourſelves to 
ſee the firſt battle fought in America, by Euro- 
peans, which was the commencement of ſo 
many bloody ſcenes, attended with plunder, and 
barbarity that have ſpread unheard of ravages in 
this unhappy country. But an event of ſo 
much importance may, with propriety, form 
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TALEE II. 


| Tur next day the Father entered the 
room, in which he was accuſtomed to relate 
theſe tales, with evident marks of ſorrow in 
his countenance. Every eye was fixed upon 
him with eager expectation; and in this little 
afſembly there was an awful ſtillneſs, which 
none dared to interrupt. The Father, in an 
affecting tone of voice, at length began. 
Oh! My dear children, why cannot I let 
the curtain drop, and for ever hide from you the 
events I have now to relate, which brought ſo 
much miſery on the newly diſcovered world! 


But what good purpoſe will it anſwer to conceal. 


them? Sooner or later you muſt hear of them. 
For loud, loud, will the voice of innocence and 


humanity proclaim to the lateſt poſterity, the 


enormities which chriſtians committed upon 
their brethren, the poor oppreſſed and helpleſs 
Indians! 

Both armies now ſtand oppoſite each other, 
and the dreadful moment is arrived which 


mult 


2 14 
muſt witneſs either the deſtruction of the 
| Spaniards, or the ſlavery of the natives of the 


new world! On one ſide ſtand a hundred 


thouſand Indians, armed with darts, with wood- 
en ſwords, with ſpears, and arrows, pointed 
either with flint or fiſh bone. On the other 


ſide, there appear but two hundred European 


infantry, and twenty cavalry, ſupported by a 


ſmall body of Indians under the command of 


Guakanahari. A ſtrange diſparity ! But what 
this handful of Europeans loſt in numbers 
they gained by their tactics, by their arms, 
their horſes, and their dogs. | 

Char. Their dogs? 


Fath. Ves; they had brought a pack of 


large dogs with them, to hunt the poor Indians 
like wild beaſts. 

Eliza. Fie! What cruel creatures! 

Futh.— The hazard then on both ſides was 
nearly equal, and every thing depended upon 
the iſſue of the battle. 

Columbus fixed on the night for the time 
of this dreadful ſcene; thinking the Indians 
might be overcome with fear through an un- 
expected attack. As ſoon, therefore, as it 
was dark, having divided his little army between 
himſelf, his brother Bartholomew, and Gua- 
kanahari, he fell upon the Indians when he 
was the leaſt expected. The noite which they 
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4 
made, the thundering of the muſkets, the ſnort- 
ing of the horſes, and the barking of the dogs, 
ſo much alarmed the Indians, that after having 
made a very ſhght reſiſtance they retreated in 
the greateſt confuſion. Some of them fell by 
the ſword, others were trod to death by the 
horſes, or torn to pieces by the dogs, and many 

were made priſoners. The reſt fled Und the 
woods. 

It was then decided that this inoffenſive 
people ſhould bend their necks to the iron yoke 
of European ſlavery. Columbus haſtened to 
take advantage of the victory he had gained, 
He marched through the whole country, and 
wherever he came the natives, without the 

leaſt refiſtance, ſubmitted to his power. In a 
few months the inhabitants of the whole iſland 
were ſubject to the dominion of Spain. 
James. Father; I don't like Guakanahari. 

Fath. And why not? 
James. Becauſe he combined with the Spa- 
niards againſt his own countrymen. 
Fath. But is it not very praiſe-worthy in 
him to be ſo faithful in his friendſhip? 
James. Certainly; and in that reſpect J 
was very much pleaſed with him. But the 
duties he owed his native country were greater 
than any he owed Columbus. He ought, there- 
fore, either not to have interfered at all in this 
affair, 
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affair, or to have taken the part of his country- 
men. 

Fath. (to the other children.) Do you 
hear, children, what James lays there? What 
think you of it? 

All. That James is in the right. 

Fil 1am really of the ame opinion my- 
ſelf, although it is ſcarcely juſt to judge of an 
ation when we are not fully acquainted with 
the circumſtances that accompanied it. Who 
knows but that the Indians might, in ſome inſt 
ances, have wronged the Europeans? Or whether 
the cruelties committed by the Spaniards in other 

parts of the iſland were known to Guakanahari? 
Or whether he was not perſuaded that it would 


| be for the advantage of the whole race of In- 
| dians, to have for their governor a man ſo pow- 
erful and humane as Columbus? I do not ſay 
7 this with a view to juſtify his conduct (for ſure- 
ly it could in no caſe be right, to take up arms 
2 againſt his native country) but merely to ſhew 
that it was poſſible he might have acted wrong 
in from worthy motives; and in this caſe he is 


deſerving of our pity, not our hatred, 

Let us return again. to Columbus. Until 
now this great man has done nothing but what 
demands. our admiration and efteem : but he 
was a man. Prepare yourſelves, therefore, to 


{ſtrongly 


lee him alſo commit a fault; and O, may it be 
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ſtrong! y impreſſed upon your minds, howneceſ- 


fary it is for even the good man to be continually 
watchful over his heart and conduct, that he 


ſwerve not from the path of duty, perhaps juſt 


at the time he 1 is about to attain the ſummit of 


virtue. 
Margarita and Father Boyl, two of his 
ſworn enemies, were now in Spain. He 
knew that theſe mean degraded ſpirits would 
leave no ſtone unturned, in order to detract 
from his merit, and to perſuade the King, who 


was already much inclined to ſuſpicion, that 
the diſcoveries he had made were not of near 


the conſequence they had been repreſented, 
Thus he ſaw gathering over his head, a ſtorm 
which muſt inevitably overwhelm him, if he 
did not endeavour to ward it of. 

The only means of effecting this, was to 
ſend the Spaniſh Court a confiderable ſpeci- 
men of the riches he had promited from his 
diſcoveries ; and for this purpoſe he found him- 


ſelf under the neceſſity of levying a OT tri⸗ 


bute upon the poor Indians. 

Columbus therefore demanded of the con- 
quered iſlanders, who lived in thoſe diſtricts 
where the gold was found, a certain quantity 
of gold duſt quarterly; and from the others, 
twenty-five pounds of cotton for each man, 
This was more than it was poſſible for theſe 

poor 
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poor people to procure. Accuſtomed from 
their childhood to live in indolence, they 
thought it extremely hard to be compelled to 
exert themſelves in collecting gold and cotton, 
the ſtock of which muſt every day naturally 
diminiſh : there was, however, no help. The 
order was given, and the hard-hearted Euro- 
peans inſiſted upon its fulfilment without mer- 
cy. This then is the firſt inſtance in which I 
find Columbus blameable “*. | 


| Thos, Yes; but neceflity forced him 
to it; £ 


Fath. Neceſlity! What neceſſity, however 


great, ſhould ever lead a good man to deviate 
from the principles of juſtice and humanity. 


Is it being virtuous to perform our duty merely 


ſo long as it is combined with. intereſt and 


lafety ? Real virtue, as I have often told you, 
conſiſts in making ſacrifices in conforming 
cheerfully to the rules of truth and juſtice, al- 
though we ſhould foreſee that certain loſs 
would be the conſequence, or that we ſhould 
thereby be deprived of our eafe, of our com- 


forts, of our honour, or even of life itſelf.— 


Larneſtly therefore as I ſhould wiſh to juſtify 


* The tranſlator has already given an inſtance that he 
does not agree with the worthy author in this ſentiment, 


a Columbus 
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Columbus in the ſevere meaſure he has juſt 
adopted, yet it is impoſſible. The voice of 
truth, which now cries againſt him, overcomes 
the voice of love in my heart, which would fo 
willingly excuſe his firſt fault. I am com- 
pelled to acknowledge that his conduct Was 
both ſelfiſh and cruel. 


Mother. But, my dear huſband, do not let 
us forget that poor Columbus was at this time 
weak, both in mind and body. He was not, 


perhaps, ur full Poffeſſton of his rational fa- 
culties. 


Fath. You are right, my dear. When 
formmg an opinion of our fellow-creatures, 
how apt are we to overlook thoſe circumſtances 


which might tend to their juſtification !—PFie! | 


I am aſhamed of myſelf that this did not occur 
tome, Well, this ſhall teach me in future to 
be more circumſpect in judging of other people; 
and, my children, let the fault I have juſt com- 
mitted be a warning to you. 


The yoke which was thus laid upon the 
poor Indians, was heavier than they could bear; 
ſince it was not poffible for them to furniſh the 
quantity of gold and cotton which was de- 
manded of them ; and as they were urged with 
the greateſt rigour to the payment of this tri- 
bute, they formed a reſolution, which could 

only 
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only originate in ee, children, 
what it was. 

From the extravagant notions which they 
had formed of the camciouluck of the Europe- 
ans, they conceived it pothble, by ceaſing to 
cultivate their maize and caſſada, to drive them 
away from their iſland by means of famine. 


One and all, therefore, rooted up what had 


been already ſown, and then retired into impe- 
netrable woods, in which they propoſed ſup- 
porting themſelves on the wild fruits there 
produced. And here, children, lament with 


me the miſery of theſe poor creatures. They 


fell a ſacrifice to.their own plans! 
They ſoon began to feel all the horrors of 
the famine they had deſigned for their oppreſ- 


ſors. Great numbers were {wept away in 


the moſt deplorable manner; others were 
carried off by the plague, which is a common 
attendant of famine, and the remainder were 


ſo weakened and emaciated, that they 


were lefs able than ever to bear the burde 1s 
impoſed upon them. This was indeed a moſt 
dreadful ſpectacle. 

In reſpect to the Spaniards, they undoubted- 
ly ſuffered much by this deſperate proceeding ; 


but by means of their own induſtry, and a freſh 
ſupply of proviſions, which had ſeaſonably 
arrived From Spain, they were far from ſuffering 


the 
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the extremes of famine. The expectation, 
therefore, indulged by the Indians, of baniſhing 
their tyrants, was again fruſtrated, 

In the mean time the ftorm which Colum- 
bus foreſaw, had already begun to burſt upon 
him. Margarita and Father Boyl had deſcribed 
the diſcoveries he had made as being in them- 
ſelves ſo deſpicable, and repreſented his conduct 
in colours ſo hideous, that they did not fail to 
make the Spaniſh Court very ſuſpicious of 
him. It was therefore determined to ſend a 
perſon to the Weſt Indies, for the purpoſe of 
examining into the conduct of Columbus, as 
well as the diſcoveries he had made, and report 
the reſult of his enquiries to the King. Should 


you wiſh to know his name? It was Aguado. 
He had till then been walet de champre to bis 


Majeſty. 
This Aguado, puffed up by an in- aſſumed 
conſequence, arrived at Hiſpaniola, and haſtened 


to make the Admiral ſenſible of the authority 


with which he was inveſted. He treated this 
great man with the utmoſt diſdain, and invited 
all, both Indians and Spaniards, who had any 
accuſations to make againſt Columbus, to ap- 
pear before his tribunal. He haſtily ſeized every 
complaint brought by the diſcontented, without 
any examination into the juſtice of them, in 
order to extract from each ſomething bad, and 
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thus to form a picture of the man he wiſhed to 
ruin, in the blackeſt colours poſſible. 


Columbus, as we well know, could bear a 
great deal; but inſults like theſe were too ag- 


gravating. It was, therefore, no wonder that 
he determined to return immediately to Spain, 


and after having given a full explanation to the 


King and Queen, then to leave the iſſue en- 


tirely to their deciſion. 

With this view he appointed his brother 
Bartholomew, Adelantado, or vice-governor of 
the iſland during his abſence. The office of 


chief juftice he conferred, unfortunately, on a 


man who was not deſerving of ſo much power; 


for he, as we ſhall ſoon find, very much abuſed 


it— His name was Roldan. 


In order to make this voyage in as ſhort a 
time as poſſible, Columbus ſteered directly for 
Spain. He little thought how much he ſhould 
by this means retard it. He was compelled to 
learn, by dear bought experience, what every 
ſailor is now acquainted With, that it is ex- 


tremely difficult to proceed in this direction on 
account of the trade winds, which blow from 


the North Eaſt, and of courſe directly in the 
teeth of thoſe who are coming from the 


Weſt toward Europe. It is now well known, 
that ſhips returning from the Weſt Indies, in 
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order to avoid theſe winds, muſt fo further 
North before they ſteer for Europe. 
Hue ſoon perceived the difficulties con- 
nected with the courſe he had choſen ; but 
unaccuſtomed to be diſmayed, he perſe- 
vered in it with the utmoſt ardour. However 
the voyage, on account of this contrary 
wind, proceeded fo ſlowly, that at the end of 
three months he was ſtill beating about upon 
the open ſea, without the leaſt reaſon to flatter 
himſelf that he ſhould ſoon make land. The 
_ anxiety which he experienced on this account 
was greatly heightened, by finding that his ſtock 
of proviſions was nearly exhauſted. He was 
under the neceflity of putting his people upon 
a very ſhort allowance, not nearly ſufficient to 
ſatisfy the demands of nature; but in order 
that none of them ſhould have any reaſon to 
complain, he, agreeably to the plan he had always 
obſerved, placed himſelf in that reſpect upon an 
equality with them. 
But even with this Kogan. the ſtock of 
proviſions gradually diminiſhed, and conſe- 
quently the diſtreſs and deſpair of the crew in- 
creaſed in proportion. Hunger at length made 
them outrageous, and produced the inhuman 
determination of killing and eating the Indians 
who were on board, or if they ſhould not be 
xer:nitted to do 8 they would at leaſt throw 
them 


em 
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them overboard, in order that they might not 
conſume any more of the proviſions. But even 


in an extremity like this, indeſcribably dread- 


ful as it was, Columbus's benevolence, which 


was ſo diſtinguiſhed a feature in his character, 
did not forſake him. He ſteadfaſtly rejected 
| theirrequeſt, and repreſented to his furious com- 
panions that the poor Indians were fellow crea- 


tures, as well as fellow ſufferers with them- 
ſelves; and that of courſe they had a juſt right 
to a proportion of the proviſions that were left. 


| In this manner he ſucceeded in pacifying the 


rage of his people for a ſhort time, and before 
they could recur again to their inhuman re- 


ſolutions, heaven itſelf interfered, and put an 
end to all their diſtreſs ——The coaſt of Spain 


* in view. 

Matth. Thank heaven they a are chere! I was 
very much alarmed for them. 

Geo. So was I. I thought it would have 
been all over with the poor Indians! 


Fath. Rejoice then that our brave Colum- 


bus has once more eſcaped: and take this plea - 
ſing impreſſion with you to bed. 
All. What ended already! 
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further delay, what reception Columbus will 
this time meet with from the Court of Spain. 
With an inward conſciouſneſs of his own 
merits, but at the ſame time with a modeft de- 
portment, natural to great minds, the defamed 
diſcoverer of the NEw Wok now approaches 
the throne of his Prince, in order to clear him- 
ſelf of falſe imputations. However, a vindica- 
tion of his conduct was fcarcely neceſſary, for 
the fight of his countenance alone inſpired his 
royal judges with their former reſpect for his 
merits, at the fame time that they felt ſome de- 
gree of ſhame, on account of their own credu- 
lity. But when he diſplayed the valuable pre- 
ſents he had brought with him, every mark of 
ſuſpicion fled, and they were only anxious to 
do away the painful impreſſion he might have 
received, by every poſſible mark of honour they 
could beſtow upon him. 
Thus, 
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[laying his hand upon his heart] and there is 
but little to fear from the ſcandal of evil- 


minded people. The ſun may now and then be 
darkened by a thick fog; but patience !—'he 
| fog will not always continue. Sooner or later 


it muſt vaniſh ; and then does the great luminary 


of day again appear in all its ſplendour. Thus 


it is with virtue, when the fog ſometimes caſt 
over it by envy is diſperſed. 


Every thing which Columbus now propoſed 


was immediately acceded to. His principal at- 
tention, however, was directed to the firm eſta- 


bliſhment of the Colony at Hiſpaniola; and 


for this purpoſe he was deſirous to have as 


many people, and as much proviſions ſent thi- 


ther, as he eſteemed abſolutely neceflary. He 


particularly wiſhed that a number of peaſants 


and mechanics ſhould accompany him, in order 


that, in future, the colony might be enabled to 
maintain itſelf. This alſo was granted him. 
Thus far all was well. But another of his 


propoſals was leſs worthy of a man of his 


wiſdom. In order that Spain might not ſuffer 
by ſending away ſo many of its ſubjects to 
people the new colonies, he propoſed that all 
the culprits confined in the diferent priſons 

o 3 ſhowd: 


Thus, children, innocence and real merit 
generally triumph over the .malice and envy 
of the daſtardly defamer. Let all be right here 
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ſhould be tranſported to Hiſpaniola, and be 

made to work in the gold mines lately opened 

there. This alſo was agreed to, and an order 
was immediately diſpatched to every court of 

Juſtice, that they ſhould not only tranſport to 

the Weſt Indies the priſoners already in con- 

finement, but any that might hereafter be found 
guilty, But did I not call this AUD uns 
wiſe? 

Some. Yes, yes. | 
 Fath. Tell me, John, what you think of it. 
John. Willingly. I think that if there are 

ſo many bad people ſent to the Weſt Indies, 

the diſorders in the new colony muſt become 
greater and greater; and theſe bad people may, 
in time, infe& the others; ſo that they will 
become bad likewiſe, and then Columbus 
would have a whole country: of bad people. 
James. Yes; and when the natives find fo 
many bad men amongſt chriſtians, they will 
not be much inclined to embrace the chriſtian 
religion. 

Fath. I am glad that you have anticioatel 

my opinion. ſo well, Experience has afforded 

lamentable proof, that ſuch fears were but too 
well founded. But of this at ſome future time 

— Now to return again to Columbus— 
Notwithſtanding the King had given expreſs 

orders, that every thing which he propoſed 

ſhould 


1 
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ſible diſpatch, the fitting out of the fleet this 
time went on but flow] Fe The enemies of Co- 
lumbus were the cauſe of this, and it was to 
them chiefly that the management of this buſi- 
neſs was committed. Theſe degraded wretches, 
finding they could not do him any perſonal in- 


jury, endeavoured, to the utmoſt of their power, 


to retard him in- the honourable career in 


which he had gained ſo much fame. They 
went therefore about what was committed to their 
care, with the greateſt tardineſs ; and fo contri- 
ved their plans, that ſomething or other was 


always deficient. Thus a whole year had paſ- 


ſed before two tranſports only, with proviſions, 


were fitted out for the colony; and Columbus 
was obliged to wait another whole year after 
their departure, before he could get the ſmall 


fquadron ready for ſea, with which he was to 80 


out in ſearch of new diſcoveries. 

Elisa. Father, what kind of ſhips are thoſe 
which you call tranſports? 

Fath. Such as are uſed ſolely for the pur- 
poſe of ſending to any place, men, proviſions, 


and other things. But do you know what a 


ſquadron 18? bs; 


Eliza. O, yes, Father. You explained 
that to us, when you were reading the newſpa- 


per. 


ſhould be carried into execution with all poſ- 
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per. When a few ſhips ſail together it is called 


a ſquadron, is it not? 0 


_ Fath. It is. This word, however; is ge- 


nerally applied to men of war. When there 

are many ſhips tog ether, it is then called a fleet. 

Ehe ſquadron fitted out for Columbus conſiſt- 
ed only of ſix fail, 


Thos. How many fails has a ** 5 
Fath. It has a great many, as you muſt 


have already ſeen; but when we ſay a ſqua- 


dron conſiſted of fix ſail, we do uot mean the 


ſails of the ſhip; but that it conſiſted of ſo 
many ſhips. 


Columbus was inclined tits: time to ſail 


in quite a new courſe, by which he was In 
hopes of diſcovering the continent he had fo 


long wiſhed for. With this view, as ſoon as he 


had reached the Canary iſlands, he ſteered: for 
the Cape de Verd iſlands, which the Portugueſe 


had diſcovered. I hope you recollect where 
theſe lie. 


_ Charles. Juſt as if we ſhould not know that. 


Here | painting upon tlie map] under the Canary 


iſlands, juſt oppoſite: Cape Verd. 


Fath. Right—But when he ſailed from the 


Canaries, he ſent half his ſquadron ſtraight to 
Hiſpaniola, in order to take a freſh ſupply of 
proviſions for the colony, and ſtrongly recom- 
mended to the commander of theſe ſhips, to 
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haften his paſſage thither as much as poſſible. 
As ſoon as Columbus had paſſed the firſt of the 
Cape de Verd iflands, which is called the Salt 
iſland, he came to anchor off a ſmall barren 

ifland, of which the Portugueſe made at that 

time a very fingular uſe. They ſent thither all 

thoſe infected by the leproſy to be cured, 

Cath. Why ſo? 

Fath. Uponthe coaſts of this iſland are found 
gteat quantities of turtles, that come from the 
coaſt of Africa, in order to lay their eggs here 
in the ſand. Theſe animals are eaſily caught. 
If they are only turned over on their backs, 
they cannot help themſelves at all. . Now it 
had been obſerved, that eating their fleſh, and 
waſhing in their blood, was a certain remedy for 
that infectious diftemper. Hence they ſent 
thoſe who were infected with it, to this iſland 
to be cured, as I have now deſcribed. 

Befides the turtle, there was nothing elſe 
to be found upon the ifland, except an amazing 
number of goats, that had been produced from 
eight of theſe animals, which a Portuguefe 
brought with him from Europe. There was 
not ſo much as a tree or a well upon the 
whole ifland; the poor creatures, therefore, 
who were ſent hither, were obliged to drink the 
thick ſtagnated rain water, which they found 
in holes and ditches. At this time there were 
nat 
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not more than ſix healthy people upon the 


Hland. 
From hence Columbus continued his courſe 


right South, intending not to put about to the 


Welt until he arrived at the Equator, which 
you will recollect is that line drawn round the 


globe, dividing it into two equal parts. But 


when he had failed as far as the third degree 
North latitude —You know, I preſume, all of 
you, what that means? 

Nic. O yes, father; when he had pro- 


ceeded ſo far that he was on! * three degrees 
n the line. 


Fath. Very right, Nicholas. When he 


bad proceeded thus far he was quite becalmed. 
The ſun beams now darted upon their heads 
with ſuch aſtoniſhing heat, that the poor people 
hardly knew what to do with themſelves. The 
wane caſks burſt with the heat; all the water 
on board became putrid ; the proviſions were 
ſpoiled ; the ſhips themſelves became burning 
hot, and the defpairing crews expected every 


minute that they would burſt into flames. Be- 


hold, children, what a deplorable ſituation Co- 
lumbus is again brought into! 

To add to his own diſtreſs, and the dacpel⸗ 

of his diſheartened crew, he was ſeized with a 

moſt violent attack of the gout, brought on, 

in all ee by anxiety of mind and 

continued 


L 


continued watching. Here he lay racked 

with pain, and wretched from the conſideration 

of the dangerous ſituation which his ſhips were 

in, ſcorched with intolerable heat; without the 

poſſibility of relief from a draught of freſh 

water. Pitiable indeed was his ſituation. 
[Some of the children ſigh.) 

At length heaven took compaſhon on his 
great diſtreſs, and ſent ſuch a heavy ſhower of 
rain, that it was ſcarcely poſſible to remain 
upon deck. The heat, it is true, was diminiſhed 
but little by it. It afforded them, however, a 
refreſhing beverage; and the wind, to their 


great joy, roſe at the ſame time, and hope 


began again to glimmer in the countenances 
of his people. They intreated him not to 
perſevere in his intention of ſailing further 
South, and he, agreeably to their wiſhes, directed 
his courſe South Weſt. After having failed in 
this direction ſeveral days, they at length heard 
the joyful cry of land! land!“ from the maſt 
head. This was a heavenly ſound to the poor 
kalf-famiſhed and worn-out-failors, who had 
been fo long toſſed about upon the wide ocean. 
Phe iſland which they now approached, diſco- 
vered itſelf in the form of three hills. Hence 


Columbus gave it the name of Trinidad, which 


it ſtill bears. Look, here it lies ; not far from 


9 


the mouth of the river Oroonoko. | 
Fred. 
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Fred. Oh! where the monkeys are found! 
Fath. What monkeys do you mean, Fred.? 
Fred. Why thoſe which are caught in _ 


a ſingular manner. 


pleaſe? 
Fred. Wh y the huntſmen ſet a bottle of 


maize under a tree, then directly as they are 
gone, down comes a monkey, and puts his paw 
into it; but when he has got his paw full, he 


cannot get it back again through the narrow neck 


of the bottle. Upon the return of the huntſmen, 
the monkey, inſtead of letting go the maize and 
running away, holds it ſtill faſt, making a moſt 
terrible noiſe, and thus falls a prey to his own 


folly. 
Mother. Thoſe are very fooliſh monkeys 


indeed, Frederick. 

Fred. Indeed they are, Mother. 

Meth. Should you think there are any ſuch 
little monkeys amongſt us? 


Fred. O dear, no. 


Moth. Not four-legged ones it is true; but 


ſuppoſe a little two-legged animal ſhould be fo 


very ſond of dainties as to injure bis ſtomach 


by eating them, rather than deny his appetite 
any thing. What would you call ſuch a one? 

Fred. [ Waggiug his finger archly. * Mo- 
ther, Mother, that is meant for me. 


Moth. 


Fauth. How do you mean? Tell us, if you 
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Moth. Divas the cap fit? 
Fred. Well, I will not do ſo again. Indeed 


I will not, I promiſe you. You ſhall all of 


you be witneſſes. 
Fath. Well done, Predenick. If you ever 


wiſh to be a ſtout man, and you do with it ſurely, 


you muſt learn betimes to deſpiſe dainties, and 
keep to good homely fare. That will make you 


ſtrong and healthy; dainties, on the contrary, 


make us weakly and unhealthy.— Now again 
to Columbus— _ 

| The river Oroonoko empties itſelf into the 
ſea, near Trinidad, with ſuch amazing impetu- 


olity, that it renders navigation here extremely 


dangerous. The waves rage, and break over 
each other in a moiſt dreadful manner, and the 


ſhip that ſhould have the misfortune to get 


among them, would run great hazard of being 
daſhed to pieces. Columbus experienced this 
misfortune ; for, before he was aware, he found 
himſelf in the midſt of thefe turbulent waves, 
which toſſed about his ſhips like ſo many corks. 
[t exerciſed all his addreſs to make his eſcape, 
which he at laſt effected through a narrow 
ſtrait, of itſelf ſo dreadful, that he called it la Boc- 


ca del Drago, or the Dragon's Throat. Look 


children, [pointing to the map], here it is, be- 


tween Trinidad, and the coaſt of Cumana, 


which as you know is a part of Terra Firma. 
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Pet. Was it then Columbus that diſcovered 
the continent of America? | 


Fath. Certainly it was. He was con- 


vinced that this land could not be an iſland, on 
account of the amazingly ſtrong and extenſive 
current of the Oroonoko. 

Peter. But why was not that country called 
Columbia, after his name? 

Fath. That it was not was certainly a 
piece of injuſtice towards him, which our an- 
ceſtors ought not to have committed. But fo 
it is, and what is done cannot be altered. 

Eliza. Why is it called America? 


FTath. We ſhall hear that hereafter, we muſt 


at preſent endeavour not to loſe fight of Co- 
lumbus's ſhips. 

Convinced that he had now er the 
continent of the New World, he ſteered weſt- 
ward along the coaſt, and went aſhore at ſeve- 
ral places. He found the inhabitants bore a 
great reſemblance to thoſe of Hiſpaniola, ex- 
cepting that they appear to poſſeſs more ſenſe 


and courage, and were rather lighter coloured. 


They were likewiſe adorned with plates of gold 
and pearls, which they willingly exchanged 
for any European toys, however inſignificant, 
One of them came quite alone to Columbus, 


whilſt he was on ſhore for the benefit of the 


freſh air, after his long indiſpoſition. He ap- 
| proached 
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proached him with ſeeming confidence, took a 
red velvet cap from his head, and in return put 
a golden crown in its place. Columbus con- 
cluded, from this circumſtance, that he muſt 
be a cazique; and gave orders to treat him with 
becoming reſpect. | 

Theſe Indians wore a piece of coloured 
cotton round their heads, and a ſhort apron of 
the ſame ſtuff about their waiſts. They had 
long hair, and their arms conſiſted of a bow and 
arrows, and a ſhield. Columbus would willing - 
ly have made a longer ſtay here, in order to 
explore the interior of the country, but the bad 
condition of his ſhips, and his indiſpofition, 
which ſtill continued, compelled him to make 
immediately for Hiſpaniola. Upon his voyage 
to this place he diſcovered the iſland Margarita, 
[look here it is] which, on account of the 
pearl fiſhery eſtabliſhed there, is become of ſo 
much conſequence. 

Much weakened by ſickneſs and continual 
agitation of mind, he at length arrived at his 
colony, there to reſt for a ſhort time from his 
cares and troubles, But, Oh !l——Howeyer, 
enough for to-night. 
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TALE XIII. 
->4<-- . 


Father. Aras: the time for peace and 
reſt to Columbus was not yet come. Inftead of 


finding Hiſpaniola a place of comfort, new dif- 


ficulties, new cares, troubles and dangers there 


awaited him, in themſelves fo great, that the 


fortitude of any one, unaccuſtomed to encounter 
ſuch ſcenes, muſt inevitably have funk under 


them. Let us hear what they were, and in 


what manner our hero conducted himſelf. 

His worthy brother, Bartholomew, had dur- 
ing his abſence removed the colony to anather 
ſituation, far preferable to the former, and had 
there begun to build a town, which, in honour 
of his father Dominicus, he called Domingo. 
This, which is ſtill in a flouriſhing ſtate, was 
for a long time the principal town in the Weſt 
Indies; and from it the whole iſland has, by 
degrees, taken its name. 

So ſoon as Bartholomew had formed a 
plan for this new town, he made an excurſion 
with 
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with ſome of his people into thoſe provinces of 
the iſland where his brother had not yet been, 
and the chief juſtice, Roldan, remained with 
the others. But this wicked man repaid the 
confidence which had been placed in him with 
the baſeſt ingratitude. 


He had long withed for an e of 
depreſſing the family of Columbus, and making 
himſelf the governor of the iſland. This op- 
portunity ſeemed to preſent itſelf during the 
abſence of Bærtholomew and his brother. He 
availed himſelf of it to the utmoſt of his power, 
by endeavouring to inſtigate the Spaniards 
that were left with him, againſt Bartholomew 
and Diego; and ſucceeded ſo well, that the 
greateſt part declared themſelves i in his favour. 
He was hereupon choſen their leader, and they 
took up arms againft the vice-governor. They 
feized upon the proviſions, 1 attempted to 
ſtorm the fort which had been erected at St. Do- 
mingo. This attempt, however, was fortu- 
nately prevented, by the watchfulneſs of the 
officer left in charge of it; and the revolters 
found themſelves obliged to take poſt in another 
part of the iſland. Here they endeavoured to per- 
ſuade the natives to join them, and in this they 
ſucceeded fo well, that in a ſhort time the whole 
{land preſented one common ſcene of revolt. 


3 Ur 


1 : 162 ] 


In this confuſed and deſperate fitnation, did 
Columbus find affairs at the place where he had 
| promiſed himſelf reſt and refreſhment. Think, 
children, what he muſt have felt be this oc- 
caſion! 


His diſtreſs was ſtill more increaſed by the - 


ſhips not arriving, which he had ſent forwards 
from the Canaries, with proviſions. It appear- 
ed very probable that they had fallen a ſacri- 
fice to ſome accident at ſea. 

This, it is true, was not the caſe; but to 
Columbus they were loſt. Storms and curreats 
had carried them out of their courſe, and after 
having been continually driven about in an un- 

known fea, they at length arrived off the coaſt 
„f Hiſpaniola ; but unfortunately juſt at the 
point where Roldan and his adherents had eſta- 
bliſhed themſelves. 

The politic rebel * his carat from 
the commanders of theſe veſſels, and ſucceeded 
in perſuading them to ſend part of their crews 
on ſhore, in order, as he ſaid, that they might 


be conducted to St. Domingo. Theſe people, 


who confiſted chiefly of the ſcum of the Spaniſh 
priſons, no ſooner heard of Roldan's plan, 
than they heartily joined in it, as they expect- 
ed to get ſomething by plunder. Such were 
the firſt unhappy fruits of that thoughtleſs ad- 
vice which Columbus bimſelf had given. 


A few 


WT 

A few days after the arrival of the Admiral, 
theſe ſhips made their appearance before St. 
Domingo ; but brought the poor deſerted man 
no comfort in his forlorn ſituation : for they 
had already landed the greater part of their 
crews, and conſumed moſt of their proviſions. 
The inſolent Roldan too laughed at his weak- 
neſs, and from his evident ſuperiority of force 
ſet him at defiance. 


The greateſt anger now agitated the 
breaſt of Columbus; and had he liſtened to his 
| reſentment, for which there was ſo juſt a cauſe, 
he would, at the head of thoſe who till remain- 
ed faithful to him, have fallen upon the rebels, 
and have riſked his life in the attempt to pu- 
niſh them, rather than ſurvive the indignation 
he felt at ſuch conduct. 

But, fortunatel y for the infant colony, Co- 
lumbus had greatneſs of mind ſufficient to go- 
vern his paſſions, and to pay more regard to the 
welfare of others, than to the gratification of 
his own anger. He ſhuddered at the thought of 
being obliged to commence a civil war, and 
therefore generouſly reſolved not to notice the 
inſults he had received; but, on the contrary, 
to endeavour, by perſuaſive and gentle means, 
to recal Roldan and his miſled adherents to 
their duty, 
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Jo this end he immediately proclaimed, 
. = that every one who was ſorry for his beha- 
viour, and would return to his duty, ſhould be 
pardoned. Roldan himſelf was included in this 
offer of pardon, and even promiſed to be rein- 
ſtated in his office as heretofore. By means 
of this condeſcenſion, after many unpleaſant 
conferences, he at length accompliſhed his 
wiſhes, and had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing this 
dangerous revolt quelled, without a fingle drop 
of blood being ſpilt. 
| _Vpon this he diſpatched a ſhip to Spain, 
with. an account of the new diſcoveries he had 
made, and of the rebellion which he had ſub- 
dued, together with ſamples of the produce of 
the new continent; conſiſting of pearls, pieces 
of gold, and a quantity of cotton cloth of va- 
rious colours, and remarkably fine texture. 
He alſo ſent his log book, which contained an 
account of his ſhip's courſe, and minutes of 
every important occurrence. 


| 
Roldan and his affociates, on the other 
hand, did not fail to write alſo to the King by l 
the ſame ſhip, with a view to defame the Ad- 9 
miral, and to juſtify their own baſe conduct. 1 
The King, alas! was weak enough to give 0 
more credit to them than to Columbus, though fi 
the latter ſpoke only in the voice of truth. Ct 


The 
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The former uttered nothing but the moſt in- 
famous calumnies. e 
But here, children, let us break the thread 


ol our tale a few moments, in order to take a 
view of another quarter of the globe, where, 
whilſt we have been engaged in the Weſt 

Indies, events of the greateſt importance have 


occurred. 
The King of Portagat repented, but too 


late, that he had rejected the important offers 


which Columbus had made him. In order, 
however, in ſome degree to compenſate for 
this loſs, he ſpared no expence in endeavour- 
ing to diſcover a paſſage to India round Africa. 


With this view he fitted out a ſquadron, and 
appointed for its commander Vaſco de Gams. 
_ a faulor of conſiderable merit. 


Difficulties, apparently inſurmountable, op- 
poſed this undertaking ; but, fortunately, Gama, 
had that ſtamp of a great man which our Co- 
lumbus poſſeſſed; namely this—he never per- 


mitted himſelf to be diverted from any fixed 


line of conduct, by difficulties, however 
great they might be. It was, therefore, to no 


purpoſe, that the unexplored coaſts of Africa 


oppoſed their rocks and ſhoals; in vain did the 
ſun dart his meridian rays, and threaten to 


conſume his ſhips; in vain did ſtorms and 
tempeſts rage, and affail his very indiffernt 
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1 
veſſels with expected deſtruction. He met 
all theſe difficulties with an undaunted cou- 
rage, and perſeveringly bore ſail againſt 
them, till at length he arrived ſafe off the re- 
moteſt point of Africa, the Cape of Good Hope. 
But to an aſpiring and ardent mind like 
his, this was only a reſting place. From 
thence he ſailed up the oppoſite coaſt of Africa, 
and at length arrived at Melinda, which, [as 
you may ſee here upon the map of Africa, ] lies 
upon the coaſt of Zanguebar. 
He experienced here the utmoſt ſatisfaction 
from finding the natives by far more enlightened, 
and bearing a nearer reſemblance in many re- 
ſpecs to the Aſiatics, than thoſe which he had 
| hitherto ſeen upon the coaſts of Africa. They 
carried on an extenſive trade with foreigners; 
they profefled the Mahometan religion, and 
poſſeſſed many arts which are found only in 
civilized countries. 


With great confidence in the accompliſh- 
ment of his undertaking, he ſet ſail from hence, 
and at laſt had the good fortune to arrive on the 


22d of May, 1498, at the ſummit of his wiſhes, 
. the coaſt of India. 


James. What place aid he land at? 
Fat. Calcutta, 
Pet, Oh, what upon the Malabar coaſt? 


John. 


1 % 3 
John. On the peninſula « on this fide the 
Ganges ? 


: Fath. You are right. 


He was aſtoniſhed at the amazing riches of | 


this country, in all kinds of natural productions, 
as likewiſe at their civilized manners, and the 


regular form of their government. Unfortu- 
nately, however, he had nothing on board his 


ſhips which he could exchange for the trea- 
{ures they poſſeſſed, for theſe Indians were not 
to be ſatisfied with'ſuch baubles as the ſavages of 
America were fond of. He did not, there- 
fore, make a long ſtay, but haſtened back to 


inform the King of the happy accompliſhment : 


of his expedition 


Thus almoſt at the ſame time that Columbus 
diſcovered the new world, another country with 
which the Europeans held but little intercourſe, 


although they were, it is true, acquainted witk 


it, was by means of navigation brought into 
much more intimate connection with them. 
From this time the inexhauſtible riches of India 


flowed in copious ſtreams into the little country, 
Portugal: nor was it with a ſmall degree of 


enyy that the Spaniards beheld their neighbours 
amaſſing ſuch immenſe wealth, whilſt they 
themſelves had not gained from all their diſ- 
coveries the money that had been expended 

pon them, 
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The rage for making diſcoveries now ex- 
tended itſelf more and more. Kings and 
Republics, Noblemen, and citizens, all wiſhed 
to try their fortune. Every one fitted out ſhips, 


either to go upon adventures themſel yes, or to 


ſend others in their room. A perſon, by name 
Ojeda, for inſtance, who had been with Columbus 
on his ſecond voyage, perſuaded ſome Seville 
merchants to equip four ſhips, and ſend him 
out with them as commander, upon a voyage of 
diſcovery. To this end they applie dfor per- 
miſſion, and obtained it without Columbus being 
at all conſulted on the ſubject, which was con- 
trary to the agreement made with him by the 
Spaniſh Court. 'The Biſhop of Badajos, who as 
miniſter had the management of the Weſt India 
affairs, and was the ſworn enemy of Columbus, 
was not fatisfied with doing this injury to the 
man he hated, but gave Ojeda the log book 
which Columbns had ſent home, with all his 
charts, that they might ferve hun as guides in 
his intended expedition, | 
This Ojeda was accompanied by a certain 
Spaniſh nobleman,* called Americus Vel- 
pucius. | 
Some. Ho! Ho! | 
_ Fath. This perſon ſoon made himſelf of fo 
much conſequence with his companions, that in 


* Others ſay he was a merchant from Florence. 
Y a ſhort 
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+ ſhort time his orders were more attended to 
than thoſe of Ojeda himſelf. He kept however 
cloſe to Columbus's tract, and at length arrived 


in ſafety upon the coaſt of Paria, went on ſhore 
there ſeveral times, trafficked a little with the na- 
tives; then ſailed farther up the coaſt, in order to 


convince himſelf that this was not an iſland, 
and when he had proceeded fo far that he could 
no longer doubt of its being a continent; he 
immediately ſet ſail with flying colours for 
Spain again; where, upon his arrival, he talked 
ſo much about the diſcoveries he pretended to 
have made, that people abſolutely forgot that 
they were not in fact diſcoveries, but "oibing 
more than confirmations of what had been al- 


ready diſcovered by Columbus. 


A truly great man (take notice of this 


truth, children) is no boaſter. He ſatisfies 


himſelf with performing good deeds, uncon- 
cerned whether the world become acquainted 
with them or not. Such was the principle 
upon which Columbus had acted. He had 
depoſited all his journals and charts in the 
hands of his employers, for their uſe. It 
never entered his head to publiſh them to the 
world, by means of the Dreſs. Americus, on 
the contrary, was no ſooner returned to Spain 
than he took care to have his exploits re- 


handed ſrom one end of Europe to the other, 


Q and 


— , . 


1 4 
and he well underſtood how to dreſs up his 
account in ſuch a manner, that every one 
muſt conclude that he, and not Columbus, was 
the diſcoverer of the new continent. Few 
people in Europe knew that this was falſe, 
Thoſe only who had an opportunity of reading 
the manuſcript journals of Columbus, could he 
acquainted with the real ſtate of the caſe ; and 
all theſe, without exception, being his enemies, 
they took care the error ſhould not be corrected. 
'Thus was the man, to whom alone we are 
indebted for the diſcovery of the New World, 
deprived of the well-earned honour of giving it 
his name. From this time it has been called 
America, from the vain and boaſting . Americus 


Veſpucius. 
Cath. Fie! That! is very ſtupid indeed. 


Fath. Certainly it is; but let us endeavour. 
to profitby this perverſe circumſtance. Hence | 
learn how a man of merit ought to prepare to 
meet the injuſtice of his contemporaries, Fre- 
quently is he wronged; he is always envied, 
and not ſeldom hated; and ſometimes it is the 
worthleſs that bear away the rewards due to his 
virtue. Do you therefore wiſh, as I hope you 
do, to become men who ſhall one day perform 
ſome deed of diſtinguiſhed merit ; depend not, t 
I intreat you, upon the univerſal applauſe of r 
the world; ftill leſs upon rewards from the le 
great 
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great ones of the earth: on the contrary, fix 
your attention alone on the approbation of an 
omnipreſent God, as your recompenſe, who is 
acquainted with every hidden deed, and will 


one day reward them openly ; ; for the period 
of injuſtice, in the ſight of God, ſhall not be of 


long duration; ſooner or later ſhall every dif- 


ficulty be made clear, and each receive accord- 
ing to his works, And on this ſubject the 
inſtance before us may ſerve as an example. 


What the better was Americus for the New 


World being unjuſtly named after him, inſtead. 


of Columbus? Is he, on that account, honor- 
ed the more, or Columbus the leſs? Do we 


not, for this very reaſon, deſpiſe him the more, 


and ſet a higher value on the merits of Colum- 
bus, in proportion as they were depreciated by 
his contemporaries? Judge from your own 
feelings, which fituation you would prefer. 


Nic. I would, a thouſand times, rather be 
Columbus. 


John. So would I; even if my deeds had 


never been known. 


All. So would I. So would 8 

Fath. Thus you perceive that virtue, al- 
though for a time it ſhould not meet with its 
reward, does not, on this account, ceaſe to be 
lovely and deſirable. 


2 2 Voyages 
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Voyages of diſcovery now followed one 
upon another, a deſcription of which you muſt 
not expect from me, at preſent; as this would 
take off too much of our time and attention 
from Columbus. One ſhort digrethon more, 
and I will be with him again. 


In order to avail himſelf of the paſſage 
which Gama had diſcovered to the Eaſt Indies, 
the King of Portugal fitted out a whole fleet, 
with all kinds of European articles, in order 
thereby to carry on an advantageous traffi ck 
with the natives. A perſon named Cabral was 
appointed to the command of the fleet. This 
man, knowing how dangerous the navigation 
of the coaſt was, directed his courſe into the 
open ſea, as ſoon as he had croſſed the line. 
After having purſued this direction for ſome 
time, he found himſelf, to his great ſurprize, 
upon the coaſt of an extenſive country, which 
he ſoon diſcovered to be more than an iſland. 
Which of you can gueſs what country this was? 


Some. aun at the Jams time) South 
America. 


Fath. But What province of it? 
Fames. Probably the Brazils. 
Fath. Gueſſed. It was the fine rich Bra- 


zils, which this Cabral now diſcovered by mere 
accident. He immediately took poffeſſion of 
= 


E 9 


it in the name of his King, and diſpatched one of 
his ſhips home with an account of it. : 
Thus were different parts of America 
by degrees diſcovered; and it appeared more 
and more evident, that the ſuppoſition of Co- 
lumbus from the firſt had been well founded. 
Now, then, let us return again to him, in 
whom all theſe diſcoveries originated; and 
whom we have left in a ſituation not the moſt 
pleaſant at Hiſpaniola. | 
But words die upon my tongue in endea- 
vouring again to ſpeak of him. I muſt top— 
In the mean time prepare yourſelves to drop a 
ſympathetic tear; for, indeed, it will be re— 
quired of you, 1 
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Tur little afſembly being pre- 
pared, by the concluſion of the laſt tale, for 
ſome melancholly event, ſat in anxious expec- 
tation. The Father, in a depreſſed tone of 
voice, began as follows: — 

. my dear children, often permits 
events to take place, the true deſign of which, 
we ſhort- ſighted mortals are not able to diſcover: 
but every one who is in the leaſt degree atten- 
tive, may, in a thouſand inſtances, daily per- 
ceive that the Almighty wills the happineſs of 
his creatures. If then, at any time, the courſe 
of events ſhould be ſo ordered that we cannot 
readily perceive why it is ſo, and no otherwiſe, 
Heaven forbid! that we fhould harbour for 2 
moment, in our minds, a doubt whether the 
ways of providence, although not underſtood 
by us, are the wiſeſt and the beſt. 

My dear children, I have lived many years; 


L haye ſeen and experienced much; I have 
witneſſes 


E 
witneſſed happy and unhappy days. Oft times 


has darkneſs ſurrounded me; often has my 


heart been oppreſſed, and a trembling, through 


fear, ſhook my frame, when I looked forwards 
to futurity. Then have I thought in my igno- 


rance, Good God! why doſt thou cauſe me to 


walk in this thorny path? Why are others, 
perhaps worſe than myſelf, permitted to enjoy 
ſo much apparent happineſs, whilſt my lot is to 
ſuffer? Such were the queſtions of my fooliſh 
heart; but there was none to anſwer. The dif- 
ficulty, however, was not left unexplained ; for 
by perſeverance under misfortunes, with a firm 
reliance on the goodneſs of God, things, ere I 
was aware, ſuddenly changed: the night of 
ſorrow vaniſhed like a dream, and a bright ſun 
of unexpected joy again roſe upon my drooping 
ſpirits, O God! where ſhall I find words ſuffi- 
ciently to expreſs thy goodneſs ? Hearken, 
my good children, and impreſs it ſtrongly on 
your memories——Preciſely on that circum- 
ſtance which, in the time of my diſtreſs, I con- 
fidered as my greateſt misfortune; even on 


that circumſtance a kind providence has founded 


my greateſt happineſs. Then, ſaid Lin my heart, 
let what will in future happen to me; let the 


path in which it may pleaſe God that I ſhould 


walk, be ever ſo rough and perplexed; never, 
neyer again will I be diſcontented. I will 
| always 


E 


always recollect, that the all-wiſe God knows 
better than I what 1s beſt for me, and that, in 
the end, his benevolence will not fail to produce 
the greateſt good. And, my dear children, 
may the tears of joy which always flow from 
my eyes, whenever I ſpeak to you upon this 
ſubject, convince you of the truth of what I 
ſay; that from that time, when my mind ac- 

quired a firm dependance upon providence, 
have I always been able to make myſelf happy, 
whether in proſperity or adverſity. 


Here the Father claſbed his hands together, 
and inwardly offered up a prayer to God, that 
this unalterable confidence in him, might poſſeſs 
the hearts of the children who now heard him, 
or might hereafter read what he ſaid. He then 
proceeded. | 

I thought it neceſſary, children, to preface 
this tale with what I have ſaid, in order to 
anticipate the queſtion Why God had viſited 
Columbus with ſo ſevere a fate? Where 1s the 
man raſh enough to give an anſwer to this 
queſtion ? Columbus himſelf probably can now 
tell. Without doubt he is now praiſing God, 
that by ſufferings here he was prepared for the 
enjoyment of happineſs hereafter. But we, 
who can view every event only with mortal 
eyes, will humble ourſelves, be ſtill, and ſub- 
mit to the appointments of God, 


Columbus,. 


V 

Columbus, it is true, had quelled the re- 
volt at Hiſpaniola, but a laſting peace was not 
thus to be effected. Diſcord and diſcontent 
were ſtill perceptible; and although Roldan, 
in appearance, was returned to his duty, he let 
ſlip no opportunity of flandering Columbus 
and his proceedings, at court. The authority 
of Columbus had alſo ſuffered not a little by his 
lenity and forbearance, which were conſi- 
dered as proofs of weakneſs. The conſe- 
quence was a revolt, firſt in this, then in that 
province; by means of which, the poor Ad- 
miral, continually harraſſed as he was, had no 
time to think either about juſtifying bimſelf in 
Spain, or of the further proſecution of his pro- 
ject. Both he and his brother were obliged to 
be almoſt continually under arms, and thus 
daily anxiety and vexation, preyed like an 
ever-gnawing worm on the mind, already much 
debilitated, of a man whoſe exhauſted body, and 
nearly broken ſpirits, had the ſtrongeſt claim 
on retirement and reſt. Such was his ſituation 
at Hiſpaniola. The ſhafts of ill fate were di- 
rected at him, not only where he was, but 
from a quarter where he was not preſent. Whilſt 
he was exhauſting the remainder of his ſtrength, 

in re-eſtabliſhing peace and good order at 
Hiſpaniola ; whilſt, notwithſtanding conſtant 
indiſpoſition, he was bringing to maturity the 
_ wiſe 


E 
wiſeſt regulations, and was opening ſeveral 
very conſiderable mines, in order to gratif y the 
avaricious expectations of his employers; the 
moſt dreadful ſtorm broke out againſt him in 
Spain, Hear, children, how this came to pals, 


Roldan and his adherents, as I have already 
told you, had done every thing in their power 
to throw all kind of blame from themſelves, 
and fix it on Columbus. At the ſame time, 
there were many diſappointed perſons, who 
inſtead of making their fortunes, had loſt their 
all, and returned to their native country over- 


whelmed with deſpair. Theſe people all viewed 


Columbus as the author of their diſappoint- 
ments; and of courſe, inveighed violently 


againſt him throughout all Spain. Encouraged 
by his enemies in power, they aſſailed the King 


and Queen with petitions that their lofſes might 


be repaired, and with complaints of pretended 
injuries and injuſtice received from the Admi- 
ral. Their ragged” half-ſtarved appearance 
inſpired many with compaſſion, and gave plau- 
ability to their complaints. Every time their 
Majeſties appeared in public, they were ſur- 
rounded by a croud of theſe people, who were 
inſtigated by the Admiral's enemies, continually 
crying for mercy upon themſelves, and venge- 
ance upon Columbus. 


It 


„„ 

It was therefore no wonder that a King, 
naturally inclined to ſuſpicion, ſhould at length 
give way to their complaints; no wonder that 
the Queen, who had hitherto been the ſteadfait 
friend of Columbus, ſhould at length alſo be 
prejudiced againſt him. 

It was Ne determined to ſend A com- 
mifſary to the Welt Indies, to examine into the 
conduct of Colunibus. Franciſco de Bovadilla 
was the perſon whom the Admiral's enemies 
propoſed for this buſineſs, and the powers with 
which he was entruſted enabled him, not only 
to recal Columbus, but were ſo framed as to 
awaken in the mind of this unprincipled man 
a with to do ſo; for he was commiſhoned to 
depoſe this great man, in caſe he ſhould find 
his proceedings improper, and then to be- 
come Governor of the Ifland himſelf. No- 


thing more, ſurely, was neceffary to ſecure 


the fall of our blameleſs hero ! 

Juſt at the time that this meſſenger of miſ- 
fortune arrived at Hiipanioia, Columbus, by 
dint of indefatigable efforts, had ſucceeded in 
reſtoring peace and good order in every pro- 
vince of the ifland. The malcontents had 
been ſatisfied ; both Spaniards and Indians were 
again brought to a ſenſe of their duty, and ſub- 
mifſion to the laws; the richeſt mines had been 
opened, and the happieſt vograning had been 

made 
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made in the cultivation of the land. All theſe 
circumſtances muſt have proved his complete 
vindication, had not his lentence been already 


pronounced, 

When Bovadilla arrived at St. Domingo, 
the Admiral was in a diſtant part of the iſland, 
making ſome neceffary regulations. Juſtice 


and equity therefore demanded, that his judge 


ſhould at leaſt await his return. But what 


cared ſuch a man as Bovadilla about juſtice and 


equity? He came not to hear the defence 
of Columbus, but to condemn him, and put 
bimſelf in his place. | 

As ſoon, therefore, as he came on ſhore, 
he deſired to be conducted to the Admiral's 


houſe, which he declared from that time to be 


Liz own; and took poſſeflion of every thing 
therein. Upon this he openly afferted, that 


the King had ſent him thither to depoſe the 


Governor, and to adminiiter juſtice to all who 
had any complaints to make againſt him. Not 
content with this, he immediately releaſed all 
thoſe whom Columbus had confined, and in- 
vited them to claim ſatisfaction for falſe impri- 
ſonment; and you may judge whether theſe 


creatures would want much perſuaſion ſo to 


do. 
All this was extremely cruel and unjuſt. 


It was, however, nothing in compariſon with 


tar 


ES 
the ſhameful inſults which this unjuſt judge 


now offered perſonally to the oppreſſed diſco- 


verer of the New World. Hear, children, and 
lament the fate of the man who had every 
claim upon the love and gratitude of his con- 
temporaries, now going to be treated—O ſhame- 


ful ingratitude—like the vileſt culprit! 


The infamous Bovadilla ſent an expreſs to 
him, commanding him to appear immediately 


at the bar of his tribunal, to give an account of 


his conduct. At the ſame time he ſent him a 
written order from the King, in which he was 


directed to do whatever this man ſhould 
require. 

A ſudden Ganderbelt 1 in the cleareſt wea- 
ther, could not be more dreadful to the ſecure 
traveller, than was this unexpected news to 


Columbus. He could not believe his own 


eyes. He again peruſed the unfortunate paper, 


ſtained with this outrage—but it was even ſo. 


The man of unequalled merit, the diſcoverer 
of a new world, ignorant of a ſingle crime he 
had committed, muſt then really appear at the 


bar of a wretch, who was not worthy to wipe 


the duſt from his feet. Columbus grated his 
teeth with rage at theſe heart-piercing injuries. 
He did not, however, heſitate a moment 
upon the conduct he had to purſue. He was 
in poſſeſſion of a well-armed force; and his 
K brother 
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brother Bartholomew was with him. It would 


have been eaſy, therefore, to have anſwered his 
iniquitous judge ſword in hand. But his great 
ſoul diſdained every kind of defence inconſiſtent 
with the ſubmiſſion he owed to his ſuperiors; 
even ſhould they permit unexampled injuſtice 
to be exerciſed againſt him. As J have al- 
ready obſerved, therefore, he did not heſitate to 
ſet off immediately towards Domingo, there 
with ſubmiſſion to receive his ſentence, what- 
ever it might be. | 

He at length arrived, and was announced to 

Bovadilla. Put him in chains”” (cried the 
monſter, without permitting him to appear in 
his preſence) ** and drag him away.” The 
inhuman command was obeyed. He was put 
in chains, and taken as a priſoner on board one 
of the ſhips. 
[ Here the Father pauſed, in order to give 
vent to the feelings of his young hearers, which 
were diſcovered by the big drops that fell from 
their eyes. After a ſhort pauſe he again pro- 
ceeded.\ 

Figure to yourſelves, children, this vile 
treatment in all its abominable colours. There 
ſtands the great Columbus, as a criminal, upon 
the land he himſelf had diſcovered, before his 
own houſe, amidſt people who were all his 
ſubjects; the inſolent deſpoiler of his property 


and 


183 J 


and his honour forbidding him to enter; not 


even permitting him to approach his preſence, 
but ordering his limbs (though he had com- 


mitted no offence) to be riveted in fetters, and 
in this diſgraceful manner to be dragged out of 


a country, the pofſeſſion of which he had ac- 
quired for his King by a thouſand difficulties, 
and at the riſk of his life. 

There he ſtands, and receives the laſt hard 
ſtroke of his ill fate with conſcious greatneſs, 
and with a degree of ſubmiſhveneſs, which diſ- 
played his innocence and nobleneſs of mind 
with greater force than the moſt eloquent 
pleading could do. They now led him away; 
but the cup of his ſufferings was not yet full. 
His patience mult be put to a ſtill ſeverer trial. 
The ſenſeleſs mob of Spaniards, who, we know, 
confiſted chiefly of criminals, ran after him 
treating him with every mark of contempt, and 
laughing at his misfortunes. Oh what mon- 
ſters! What barbarity! 

Still Bovadilla's cruelty was not fatisfted. 
He well knew that the ſufferings of his brave 
priſoner would not be complete, whilſt he was 
the only one of his family who was perſecuted, 
and eſpecially whilſt his brother, Bartholomew, 
was yet at liberty, He therefore, and Diego, 
muſt alſo be taken into cuſtody; and, in order 
that one might not afford comfort to the other 
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by his preſence, he commanded them to be 
confined on board ſeparate veſſels. He then 
ordered the trial of the three brothers, and 
without further ceremony, condemned them all 

to die. But, fortunately, he had not ſufficient 
courage to carry this murderous ſentence into 
execution, ſince he feared to be called to ac- 
count for it. He was, however, in hopes that 
his couſin, the Biſnop of Badajos, an inveterate 
enemy of Columbus, would take care that he 
ſhould not, on this account, eſcape; he there- 
fore determined to ſend the priſoners, with a 
written account of the trial they had undergone, 
to Spain. 

And now, children, tell me, if it be poſſible 
to imagine a greater monſter than this Bovadilla. 
Happy will you be if, through the whole courſe 
of your lives, it ſhould appear as impoffible as 
it does now. 

But, thanks to God, human monſters of 
this kind are but ſeldom to be met with, and 
even where they are found, an honeſt man is 
generally placed by his ſide, in order, as much 
as poſſible to make the miſchief good again. 

Scarcely had the captain, who was to con- 
duct Columbus and his brothers to Spain, got 
under ſail, when he offered, in the moſt com- 
paſſionate and reſpectful manner, to releaſe 


him from his chains. Columbus however, 
| refuſed 
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refuſed his kind offer. Leave me as Jam,“ 
he anſwered, I carry theſe chains in obedi- 
ence to my ſuperiors. They alone can re- 


leaſe me, and I wiſh them to find me, as here- 


tofore, obedient to their commands.” He 


remained, therefore, in chains ; until his arrival 


in Spain. 


Bovadilla had ordered, that the priſoners 
ſhould be given over to the Biſhop of Badajos, 
immediately upon their arrival; in order that 
they might not have an opportunity to avail 
themſelves of the compaſſion of their former 
protectreſs, Queen Iſabella. But an honeſt 
pilot, called Martin, who took the undeſerved 
ſufferings of the Admiral much to heart, con- 
trived to get on ſhore ſecretly, and conveyed a 
letter to the Queen written by Columbus, con- 
taining an account of every thing that had 
happened. 


The court was greatly ſurprized at this, for 
they had not foreſeen that Bovadilla would have 


ſo much abuſed the power entruſted to him. 
They acknowledged the unworthy treatment 
of this meritorious man, and anticipated how 
much all Europe would condemn conduct © 


ungrateful. An expreſs, therefore, was im- 
mediately diſpatched with orders for the releaſe 


of Columbus and his brothers. 
R 3 
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Columbus was invited, in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, to appear immediately at court ; and 


money was ſent him to purchaſe the things that 
were neceſſary for that purpoſe. 


When he entered the audience chamber of 
their Majeſties, he threw himſelf ſilently at 
their feet. The injuries he had received ſo 
pierced his heart, that it was ſome time before 

he could utter a word. At length, ſupported 

| by a conſciouſneſs of his innocence, he rouſed 
himſelf, and began to make his defence againſt 
the wicked calumnies of his opponents. With 
a firm tone of voice, he pronounced a ſpeech 
of conſiderable length, in which he ſo clearly 
eſtabliſhed his innocence, that their Majeſties 
could no longer entertain the leaſt doubt re- 
ſpecting it. They exprefled their ſorrow for 
what had happened, and aſſured him that it had 
been done without their knowledge. In order 
to give this aſſurance the greater air of plauſi- 
bility, they immediately depoſed Bovadilla, 
and endeavoured, by careſſes, and promiſes of 
future protection, to ſatisfy Columbus. 

Thus far every thing was well; but when it 
became the queſtion who ſhould ſucceed Bova- 
dilla, as governor of the newly diſcovered terri- 
tories, it was but too apparent that the ſuſpicions 
their Majeſties had imbibed of Columbus were 
not entirely rooted out. They were willing to 
avoid 
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avoid even the appearance of ingratitude ; they 


wiſhed to exculpate themſelves from all grounds 


for the charge of injuſtice, by publicly cenſur- 
ing the proceedings of Bovadilla; but they he- 
ſitated to reinſtate Columbus in his former 
honours. They thought it dangerous to place 
a man, to whom they owed ſo much, and had 
rewarded ſo little, in a ſituation that would en- 
able him to be revenged upon them. Under 
various pretexts, therefore, they detained him 
at Court, and in lieu of him appointed Ni- 
colas d' Ovando, governor of the Weſt Indies. 


This again was a deep wound in the heart 
of Columbus, which was ſtill bleeding with 
repeated injuries. He felt, on this occaſion, 
the utmoſt anger, and did not attempt to con- 
ceal it; but, on the contrary took with him, 
wherever he went, the chains with which he 
had been fettered, as an evidence of the great 
ingratitude that had rewarded his ſervices. 
They hung conſtantly before his eyes, and he 
gave orders, that after his death they ſhould be 
interred in the ſame grave with himſelf.— And 
now, I think, enough for to- night. 


All. Poor Columbus! 
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Matt. WIV Columbus never go to the 
Weſt Indies again ? 

Futli. We ſhall know that at the proper 
time. It does not at preſent appear as though 
he would: a deaf ear is turned to his com- 
plaints, and Ovando is preparing for his de- 
parture. | 

The fleet with which the new governor was 
to be intruſted, was the largeſt that had yet 
been ſent to the New World. It conſiſted of 
thirty-two ſhips, and had 2500 people on 
board; of whom the greater part were to eſ- 
tabliſh themſelves at Hiſpaniola. 

With this conſiderable force Ovando ſet ſail, 
Columbus was obliged to remain, at home, 
a prey to grief and diſappointment; and to 
fubmit to the mortification of ſeeing another 
fent to reap the fruits of what he himſelf, in the 


midſt of ſuch inexprefſible difficulties, had 
ſawn. To find himſelf thus interrupted in his 
honourable 
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honourable career, thus deprived of power to 
carry bis great plan of diſcoveries to maturity! 
What he felt on this occaſion L need not de- 
ſeribe to you. 

The arrival of Ovando at Hiſpaniols was 
moſt ſeaſonable. Had it been delayed but a 
ſhort time longer, the colony, by means of 

Bovadilla's weak and fooliſh management ot 
affairs, would, in all probability, have been 
entirely ruined. This worthleſs man endea- 
voured to confirm himſelf in the power he had 4 
ſo unjuſtly afſumed, by the moſt mean and 
deſpicable conduct towards the loweſt claſs of 
his ſubjects. With this view he reſcinded all 
the wiſe regulations which Columbus had eſ- 
tabliſhed, and permitted every one to live in as 
unreſtrained and looſe a manner as he choſe, 
His predeceſſor had uniformly endeavoured to 
protect the poor Indians from the oppreſſion of 
the Spaniards; he, on the other hand, per- 
mitted every outrage to be practiſed upon them 
without controul, He cauſed them to be 
numbered, and then divided them as ſlaves 
amongſt his avaricious adherents, who com- 
pelled theſe poor creatures, in a manner the 
moſt rigourous and cruel, to work for them in 
the mines. The hardneſs of the labour, added 
to the ſeverity of their maſters, and their own 
natural debility, deſtroyed great numbers of 
them; 
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them; ſo that in a ſhort time, this unfortunate 
people would have become extinct. 
The firſt thing Ovando did was to depoſe 

Boyadilla, and to ſend him, in company with 
Roldan, to Spain, there to give an account of 
| themſelves; then, by command of the King, 
he aboliſhed ſlavery, declared all the Indians 
free, and forbad every one to offer them the 
leaſt violence. He checked the licentious 
conduct of the Spaniards, by making ſeveral 
new laws, and permitted them to continue to 
get gold upon the condition that one half ſhould 
go to the King, as lord of the iſland. 


John. He was a good governor, however. 

 Fath. We will hope that he may always 
behave ſo well. What he now did was by 
order of the King. It remains to ſee in what 
manner he will act in ſuch affairs as were leſt 
to his own judgment. 

But it is time to return again to our Colum- 
bus. Yet what can I tell you of him, that will 
not awaken compaſion and grief in your bo- 
ſoms? Bending under a weight of diſtreſs, ſee 
how he viſits, time after time, the ungrateful 
court that ſtill continues deaf to his complaints! 
Hear, how he aſks, not for mercy, but for 
juſtice, and with the agreement ſigned by the 
King in his hand, urges the fulfilment of the 
promiſe it contained—the promiſe that he, and 

no 


—— % = 
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no other, ſhould be Viceroy of the territories 
he ſhould diſcover! Behold his worthleſs op- 


ponents treating him with every mark of diſ- 


dain, and ſcarcely able to refrain from laughing 


in his face at the fruitleſs repreſentations he is 


making, and imagine what muſt be the feelings 


of the man thus uſed; at the ſame time that 


he was conſcious his ſervices merited the BEIT 
reward. 

John. I know what I would have done. 

Fath. What would you have done, my dear 
John? 

Fohn. T would not have faid another word 
about it. 

Fath. And what then? 

John. Then Iwould have retired, and have 
enjoyed the remainder of my life in peace; 
or I would have offered my ſervices to ſome 


other court. 


Fath. Reſpecting the latter, Columbus had 
already experienced that other courts were not 
much better than this. Probably this brave man 
thought, that though his ſuperiors had not kept 
their promiſe, yet it was no reaſon why he 
ſhould break his, by leaving a country in whoſe 


| ſervices he had engaged himſelf. And as to 


[pending the remainder of his life in indolence, 
and giving up all further deſign of making more 
diſcoyeries—this was impoſhble, 
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He was convinced, that upon his laſt voy- 


age he had diſcovered the coaſt of another. 
continent. His former erroneous opinion, that 


this land was part of India, was, by ſeveral ob- 
ſervations which he had made, if not entirely 
done away, at leaſt made to waver, He now 


ſuppoſed that there might be a great ocean be- 


tween this continent and the Weſt Indies—and 
which of you can tell me whether this. ſuppoſi- 
tion was well founded or not? 
| All. O, certainly. The great Pacific 
Ocean. | 

Fath. Only ſee how much more we now 


know of the globe, than formerly the wiſeſt 


heads could diſcover. That which Columbus 
could but barely ſuppoſe, a child now can, with 
the greateſt certainty, affirm. Thus you ſee 
how - much we are indebted to this man, with- 
out whoſe aid one half of the globe would pro- 
bably have remained ſome centuries longer un- 
explored. | 

It was not without reaſon, that Columbus 
further ſuppoſed, that near the Iſthmus of Da- 
rien do you know where I mean:? 

James. Juſt as though we ſhould not know 
 that—Between North and South America. 
Fath. Exactly ſo. He ſuppoſed, therefore, 
4 ſay, that near this place the land was probably 
ſeparated by a ſtrait, through which one 

| | might 
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might ſail into the unknown ocean, and acroſs 

thatto India. V . 
Nic. But that is act tue. 9D, tO NO) 
Fath. Not true? | 1 1 
Nic. Why, no. "Was twee upon 2 


map] is North America; there is South Ame- 


rica, which are joined together by the Iſthmus 


of Darien; and that is no where divided. 


Fauth. You are fight, Nicholas. D + you 
perceive that the land here is, however, very 
narrow; and conſequently that Columbus, 
although not quite, was almoſt ee in hrs 
conjecture. 


Now it appeared to FLA be a abjeck of 


the greateſt importance, to examine whether 


there were ſuch a paſſage or not; for if ſuch a 


_ paſſage could really be found, how much more 
direct would the courſe be, than to fail from 


Spain, ſtraight through America to the Eaſt 
Indies, than round Africa, as diſcovered by the 


Portugueſe.” Great therefore, as was the inſult 


he had received from his King, greater ftill 
was his wiſh to benefit mankind, by the fu- 


ture diſcoveries he might make. Hence Te 


formed the magnanimous determination to for- 


get every ĩnſtanee of injuſtice, and again expoſe 
his hoary head to all the dangers and hardihips 


of another voyage of diſcovery. 
He communicated his determination to the 
2500 court, 
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court, which greatly rejoiced at an opportu- 
nity of getting rid of him; for the preſence of 

a man fo deſerving, and at the ſame time fo 
grofily 1ll-uſed and inſulted, was a daily re- 
proach to the' King and Queen, from which 
they were glad to be freed. With the greateſt 
pleaſure, therefore, they accepted his offer to 
remove ſo painful an object from them. They 
had reafon alſo to promiſe themſelves an ad- 
vantageous 'reſult from the ſucceſs of this new 
undertaking. Orders were immediately given 
to fit out a ſquadronfor the purpoſe. 

But what a ſquadron! Four miſerable little 
floops, the largeſt of which was not half the 
ſize. of a common merchantman, conſtituted 
the whole force committed to his care, for the 
execution of ſo great and hazardous an enter- 
prize, With theſe he was to explore an un- 
known ocean! With theſe he was to diſcover 
a paſſage through which the treaſures of the In- 
dies were to be conveyed! How ſmall the 
means of accompliſhing ſo great an end! 

Any one elſe would have ſhrunk back from 
the apparent impoffibility of executing ſo vaſt a 
deſign, in veſſels ſo miſerable ; but Columbus 
recollected his firſt voyage, and did not heſitate 
again to truſt his life on board ſhips, as bad as 
thoſe with which he firſt croſſed the wide ocean, 
that ſeparates Europe from America, He went 

on 
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on board, therefore, in good ſpirits, attended by 


his brother Bartholomew, and his ſecond ſon 


Ferdinand, then thirteem years old, who after - 
wards became his hiſtorian, 


It was on the twenty-niath of June, in 


the year 1507, ten years after his firſt voy- 


age, that he ſet ſail from Cadiz, and as before, 


ſteered for the Canary iſlands. This voyage 
was in every reſpect fortunate, excepting that 
one of his ſhips, the-largeſt among them, 
was found to be ſo flow a ſailer, that it was with 


difficulty ſhe could be kept in company with 


the others. He therefore directed his courſe 
firſt for Hiſpaniola, in order to change this uſe- 
leſs ſhip for another. 


When he was arrived off this iſland, he ſent 


a meſſenger to the Governor, Ovando, to in- 
form him of the purport of his coming there; and 
requeſted permiffion to enter the harbour; but 
the governor—could you believe it, children ?— 
had the audacity to refuſe him. Upon this Co- 
lumbus informed him, that, from the obſerva- 
tions he had frequently made, he had every 
reaſon to expect a violent hurricane; he there- 
fore only requeſted permiſſion tc 1*main in the 
port during the ſtorm, and as the governor was 
at that time going to diſpatch a conſiderable 
neet to Spain, Columbus adviſed him to deler 


it's departure for a few days. But it was all in 


8 2 vain! 
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rain! His requeſt was rejected, his advice de- 
ſpiſed, and his precaution laughed at, as the 
dream of a weather-wiſe prophet. He was for- 
bidden to enter the port, and the fleet deſtined 
tor Spain ſet fail. 


Thus was the man, to whois W were 


indebted for the poſſeſſion of the Weſt Indies, 
prohibited from approaching an iſland, which 
with ſo many difficulties, and at the riſk of his 
life, he had diſcovered. Thus were his life and 
ſafety, ſo valuable at preſent on account of the 


enterpriſe committed to him, deprived of that 


protection which humanity would have offered 


to any ſtranger. Another hard-dealt blow of 
ill- fate on Columbus, whoſe heart was ad 


o much torn by misfortune. _ 

But heaven, in a ſingular manner; revenged 
is affront now offered him. The hurricane 
which he had foreſeen, really commenced. 
He had prepared himſelf for it, and by that 
means ſaved his Ps On the ane the 
ited of ee | 3 all ee daa 
the waves, except three; Roldan and Bovadilla, 


ho were on board together, with the whole of 
what they had amaſſed at Hiſpaniola, here met 


tu the reward due to their treatment of Co- 
jumbus. They were {wallowed up together in 


the ſea. It was a circumſtance in a high de- 
| | gre) 
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gree remarkable, that the ſhip which contained 
the property of Columbus, and was choſen for 
that purpoſe becauſe it was the worſt, ſhould be 


one of thoſe that were faved. This ſhip alone 
' proceeded on its voyage; the other two were 
obliged to return to Saint Domingo to refit. 


Moth. Behold again, children, the finger of 


an overruling providence, which even here upon 
earth, in general, rewards every one according 


to his deſerts. 

Fath. Take notice 'of REM circumſtance, 
children, and ſee if, in the courſe of your own 
experience, you cannot diſcover what I have 
often pointed out to you, namely, whenever 
I had reaſon to be ſatisfied with myſelf, that 


my affairs generally went on ſmoothly; nor 
can I recollect having, at ſuch times, met with 


any conſiderable diſappointment : whenever, 
on the contrary, I had performed any action 
which my conſcience could not juſtify, then 
nothing was right with me; I could at that 
time always forebode with certainty ſome ill 
befalling me; this is the reſult of long 
experience; and do you take notice, chil- 


dren, if at the end of twenty or thirty years, 


it will not be the ſame with you; and then, 
if I ſhould no longer be amongſt you, to re-- 
mind you of your duties, O do not. forget to 
return the moſt cordial thanks to God, that, 
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by means of me he made known his ways unto 
vou, before you were capable of examining 
them yourſelyes. 

This ſingular occurrence had quite a con- 
trary effect, on the minds of the ſuperſtitious 
people of thoſe days. Inſtead of adoring the 
hand of divine juſtice, by which all human 
events are directed, they fell into the abſurd 
notion, that Columbus was a conjurer (you 
know, I ſuppoſe, what ſuperſtitious people mean 
by this word); and thought, that by the aid 
of powerful ſpirits, who were at bis command, 
he had raiſed this ſtorm in order to be revenged 
upon his enemies; for, ſaid they, if this had not 
been the caſe, why ſhould exactly that ſhip have 
been ſaved which had his property on board? 

Columbus left with juſt indignation an iſland, 
which had refuſed its diſcoverer protection from 
the moſt dreadful ſtorm; and failed with his 
damaged veſſels towards the weſtern continent. 

'Fhis voyage was alſo attended with many 
difficulties and dangers. At length, however, 
he arrived in ſafety at an iſland called Guangjo, 
which does not lie far from the coaſt of that 
part of the continent, which is called Hondu- 
| Tas; look, children [| pointing to the map] here 
is the coaſt, and there is the iſland. 

As ſoon as they had caſt anchor, the Admi- 
ral ſent his brother Bartholomew, with ſeveral 

of. 


CNS] 


of his- people on ſhore, in order to examine the 
country, but approaching the ſtrand, they fell 
in with a canoe which diſcovered a great deal 
more art in its formation than any they had 
yet ſeen. It was of conſiderable length, eight 
feet wide, and in the middle had a roof made 
of palm leaves, ſo that it reſembled one of 
the gondolas, in which we ſometimes fail 
upon the Alſter“. f 
Under this roof were the wives and children 
of the Indians, and beſides theſe were twenty 
ave perſons on board. 
They endeavoured to bring them to, and 
although they were armed, they readily ſur- 
rendered as priſoners. The Spaniards now 
examined their cargo, and found it to conſiſt of 
mattreſſes, a kind of cotton ſhirts without 
ſleeves, and ſome other apparel, beſides large 
handkerchiefs which ſerved the women for 
cloaks; they found alſo ſome large wooden 
ſwords, edged on both ſides with flint, which 
was faſtened in with thread and rofin, as well 
as ſome copper axes, and other implements of 
the ſame metal. Their proviſions were nearly 
the ſame as at Hiſpaniola, excepting a beverage 
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* A river which ſpreads itſelf into a conſiderable baſon 
within the ramparts of Hambro', upon which parties of 
pleaſure are frequently made. T. | 
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which was made from boiled maize, much 
reſembling beer, and a ſmall ſtock of cocoa 
beans, which they appeared to value above 
every thing elſe. Theie were the firſt of the 
kind that had been ſeen by Europeans. 


But I muſt not omit mentioning one thing, 
which appeared remarkable in theſe Indians, as 


I know it will pleaſe you; I mean their great 
modeſty and care in covering thoſe parts of the 


body, which decency among eh requires 


to be covered. 
The Admiral was much leaſed with having 


theſe good creatures in his power, as he hoped 


to derive various information from them. He 
cauſed them to be treated with great kindneſs, 


and took their American goods in return for 


European articles; and after having made all 
the enquiries he wiſhed, returned them their 
canoe, and permitted them to go 1n peace, 
But an old man, who appeared the moſt in- 
telligent among them, he detained with him 
ſome time on board ; this, however, was done 
by his own conſent, and with a view of getting 
from him {till further information, and that he 
might ſerve as an interpreter -in their neahngs 
with other Indians. 

Columbus learned from this old man, that 
there was a very extenſive country to the Weſt, 
which contained gold in abundance, By the 


ſigns 


11 


* 


figns and geſtures which he made, it was eaſy 


to be underſtood, that the inhabitants of this 
country wore golden crowns upon their heads, 


and large gold tings upon their arms and legs; 
that they adorned their tables and chairs with 


it; and, upon ſhewing him corals and ſpices, 
he aſſured them that theſe were alſo found there 
in great quantities. This country, however, 
was no other than Mexico. But great as was 


the thirſt of Columbus's companions after theſe 


treaſures, yet ſtill ſtronger was his wiſh to 


accompliſh the great deſign of his voyage, the | 


_ diſcovery of the paſſage from which he appre- 
hended he could not now be far diſtant. Without 


| heſitation, therefore, he rejected the ineſtimable 


treaſures . which were here offered him, and, 


regardleſs of the murmurs of bis Arens pur- 


ſued his courſe to the eaſtward. 


Moth. Herein does he again prove himſelf 


to be a truly great and upright man. Notwith- 
ſtanding the opportunity which offered of en- 
riching himſelf, ſtill to purſue the path of duty, 
willing to ſerve the world rather than himſelf, 
and to bear the ill-will of others, rather than 
negle& what he had undertaken.—O, children! 
may you, in ſimilar ſituations, ever act with 
ſuch diſintereſted virtue. 

Fath. So they will, my dear; I am certain 


they will. I myſelf dare anſwer for it. If 1 
A could 
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could not aſſure myſelf of this, O, I would 
pray to God rather to cloſe our eyes for ever, 
than they ſhould be witneſs to the firſt diſno- 
nourable action that either of them ſhould 
commit. But tell me, children, you will ne- 
ver indulge yourſelves in ſuch conduct. Would 
you not rather be poor and deſpiſed, than un- 
faithful to your duty? And whenever ſel- 
fiſnneſs tempts you to meanneſs of conduct, 
call to mind how your father had warned you 
againſt it—remember that he knew what was 
good for man, both here and hereafter; and 
that his advice originated in the beſt of mo- 
tives. Children, you will, I truſt, ever be led 
to make ſuch reflections as theſe; and in all 
you do, act uprightly and honourably. 

[ie children threw themſelves upon his 
neck, and thus ended the tale.] 5 


TALE 


— — 


an . 
WE PD 


Fauth. Cours purſued his plan, 
and failed from the coaſt of Honduras eaſt- 
ward, in ſearch of the paſſage which the In- 
dians afured him he would fall in with in that 
direction. 

Fokn, Then they told him an \ untruth. 

Fath. By no means; the caſe was, they 
did not underſtand each other. Columbus de- 
ſcribed a ſtrait, but they underſtood him to 
mean an iſthmus; and in this reſpe& they 
were right in directing him towards Darien. 

Upon this voyage towards the Eaſt, they 
obſerved the natives to be very different in 
their manners, from thoſe they had lately 
left, They were apparently more ſavage ; 
they were entirely naked; they ate raw fleſh 
and fiſh, without the leaſt preparation; and had 
ſtretched their ears fo much, by the quantity 
of ornaments hung upon them, that they reach- 
ed to the ſhoulders, They had burnt in their 
bodies 
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bodies the figures of ſtags, lions, and other 
animals. Thoſe of moſt conſequence among 
them, were diſtinguiſhed by red and white cot- 
ton caps. Some of them had their faces painted 
black, ſome red, and others ſtriped of various 
colours; others again only painted their lips, 
their noſtrils, and their eyes. 

The holes in their ears were ſo large, that 
a hen's egg would readily paſs through them. 
Columbus, on this account, called that * * 
the coaſt, De las Orejas, (the Ear-coaſt). 
From hence he proceeded on his voyage, 
without, however, making much progreſs ; forhe 
had continually to combat with contrary winds 
and currents. He at length arrived at a cape, 
from which the land inclined ſouthward, fo that 
the wind, which had hitherto been againſt him, 
now drove him up the coaſt; hence did this 
pious man, who never omitted to aſcribe the 
| happy events he experienced, to the ſource of 
all good alone, give to this Cape the mame of 
Gacias a Dios, or, Thanks to God. Look here, | 
upon o m there it is. | 

A few days afterwards, as thay: were com- 
2 to anchor upon another part of this coaſt, 
they found themſelves ſurrounded by a number 
of armed canoes, who ſeemed diſpoſed to diſ- 
pute their landing. But ſcarcely were they 
convinced of the pacific diſpoſition of the Spa- 

niarday 
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niards, than they approached them with the 
utmoſt confidence, and offered to barter what- 
ever they had-with them. Theſe articles con- 


ſiſted chiefly of arms; namely ſhields, ſpears 


of black hard wood, pointed with bones of fiſh, 


and clubs; as alſo cotton jerkins, and ſmall 
pieces of very pale coloured gold, which they 


wore about their necks. The Admiral pre- 


ſented them with a variety of European toys, 


without taking any thing in return. At 


this conduct they appeared diſpleaſed; and 


ünding the Spaniards averſe to landing, not- 
withſtanding their repeated invitations, they 
concluded that ſomething had occurred which 


gave them offence. This they ſought to do 


away. 


For tliis purpoſe they ſent an old man of 


venerable appearance, attended by two young 


girls, who wore pieces of gold about their necks, 
as ambaſſadors to the Spaniards. The old man 
held a flag in his hand, which no doubt was a 


token of peace, and requeſted to be introduced 


to the Admiral, who received them with that 
affability, ſo natural to hun. He feaſted, clotli- 
ed, and ſent them on ſhore again, highly de- 
lighted with the treatment they had received. 


The next day Columbus's brother went on 
ihore, where he found all the things which had 


5 been 
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been given them placed in a heap; probably 
becauſe the delicacy of theſe Indians would not 
ſuffer them to receive a preſent, without mak- 
ing one in return. Upon his arrival, two of 
the principal of them approaching him, took 
hold of him by the arms, and invited him to 
fit down with them on the graſs. Bartholo- 
mew did as they wiſhed, and afterwards, by the 
aſſiſtance of an Indian interpreter, aſked them 
{ſeveral queſtions, the anſwers to which he order- 
ed his ſecretary to write down. 

But ſcarcely had they perceived the pen, 
ink, and paper, when they ſuddenly roſe, and 
ran away in the greateſt alarm, attended by all 
the natives who were preſent. Theſe poor 
ſuperſtitious creatures thought the ſecretary was 
a conjuror, and the pen, ink, and paper inſtru- 
ments of the magic art. By means of theſe, 
ſome ill, they ſuppoſed, was to be brought upon 
them. It was with difficulty that they were 
diffuaded from this laughable fuſpicion, nor 
did they venture to approach this conjuring 
ſecretary, until, according to their notions, 
they had ſecured themſelves againſt his power. 
This they did in the following manner: they 
threw a powder or duſt towards the Spaniards, 
cauſing a kind of ſmoke, which they took great 
pains to blow at him, as they believed that it 
poſſeſſed the virtue of counteracting all the 

powers 
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powers of magic. What poor ſuperſtitious crea- 
tures! . „ | 
After this, Bartholomew went with them to 
their town. The moſt remarkable thing he ſaw 
there was a large wooden building, which ſerved 


them for a burial place. He found therein ſe- 


veral dead bodies, ſwathed with cotton cloth, 
ſome of which were embalmed. Over each 
grave there was a board, upon which were ſeen 
either various figures of beaſts, or a repreſen- 
tation of the deceaſed perſon, with different 
kinds of ornaments about it, | 

The Admiral having, on the following day, 
detained ſome of the natives on board, in order 
to gain from them what information he could, 
thoſe on ſhore took it for granted that they were 
kept from motives of avarice, in order that they 


might be redeemed at a high price. They 


ſent, therefore, meſſengers to him with two 


wild boars, as a ranſom for them. The Ad- 


miral endeayoured to make the meſſengers un- 
derſtand that their countrymen were not priſo- 


ners, but that on the contrary they ſhould ſoon 


be ſent on ſhore again, and that of courſe a 
ranſom was unneceſſary. He purchaſed the 
wild boars, and they returned well fatisfied. 


The boars were brought upon deck, where 
was alſo a wild grey coloured cat, about the 
T 3 ſize 
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fize of a ſmall dog, which a failor had caught, 


after having cut off one of its paws. This 
animal is as light and active as a ſquirrel, jumps 
like him from tree to tree, and ſometimes hangs 
itſelf, either for reſt or pleaſure, by its tail on a 
bough. Scarcely had the wild cat perceived 
the boars, when it endeavoured with all its 
might to eſcape from them. One of them, 
however, being brought near to it, this crea- 
ture immediately twiſted its tail round the 
ſwine's ſnout, and fixed itſelf in ſuch a manner 
on its face, that it muſt inevitably have kil- 
led him, had not the ſailors mterfered. It is 
ſaid, that in Spain the wolves adopt the ſame 


mode with any animal they wiſh to deſtroy. 


After having again proceeded on his voy- 
age a few days, the Admiral came to anchor at 
the mouth of a river, and ſent a boat on ſhore. 
But a great number of armed natives oppoſed 
their landing. More than a hundred of them 
jumped up to their middles into the water, 
drandiſhed their lances, blew horns, beat a 
kind of drum, ſplafhed them with ſea water, 
and, as the greateſt mark of their indignation, 
ſpit chewed herbs at them. The Spaniards 
had orders to avoid hoſtilities; as then they 
made no attempt to reſent ſuch treatment, but 


remained at a diſtance quiet ſpectators of this 
warlike 
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warlike ſcene; their challengers, at length, 
became tired of their fruitleſs rage, and inſtead 
of coming to action, a barter was commenced 
between the parties, in which the Spaniards ob- 
tained ſixteen plates of gold, worth one hun- 
dred and fifty ducats, in exchange for a few 
bells. OD 
O that men would always conduct them- 
ſelves like theſe Spaniards; how much miſchief 
and ſorrow would be avoided; eſpecially at 
times when they have to deal with unreaſonable 
people! Suppoling, however, that our patience 
and forbearance ſhould be ſometimes abuſed, 
and fail in accompliſhing their end; then, if 
nothing elſe will do, it certainly is allowable to 
oppoſe force to inſults and injuries. Care, 
however muſt be taken, that ſelf-defence be 
confined to caſes of abſolute neceſlity, and do 
not loſe itſelf in anger and revenge. In this 
reſpect, alſo, Columbus has not left us without 
an example. 
On the following day the Indians appeared 
to have miſtaken the object of the peaceable 
diſpoſition. of the Spaniards. They attributed 
it to cowardice, and carried their inſolence fo 
far as again to oppoſe their landing; the Spa- 
niards, therefore, now found themſelves com- 
pelled to take proper meaſures to convince 
them, that they wanted neither power nor 
T-? reſolnton 


I 
reſolution to encounter them. The Admiral 
ordered a cannon to be fired, and one of the 


Indians happening to receive a wound, all of 


them immediately took flight, and the Spaniards 


contented themſelves with merely going on 
ſhore, without any further purſuit. 


On the contrary they endeavoured, by geſ- 


tures, to perſuade them to return. This invi- 


tation was accepted, as they were now con- 
vinced theſe prudent ſtrangers had no wiſh to 


injure them, however it might be in their 
power. They, of courſe, laid down their arms, 
returned, and peaceably exchanged their pieces 


of gold. N 

The Admiral having ſufficiently explored 
the nature of this diſtrict, its inhabitants, and 
productions, he again proceeded along the 


coaſt, ſtill in hopes of ſoon diſcovering the ex- 


pected ſtrait, Upon this voyage he at length 
arrived in a bay, which afforded a ſafe and ex- 
tenſive harbour. On the borders of this bay 
the natives had erected a confiderable town, 
which appeared to be ſurrounded by large diſ- 
tricts of cultivated land. Columbus, on ac- 
count of the beauty of this place, named it 


Porto Bello*. Look at the map; there it lies. 


The natives here diſcoyered a peaceable 
diſpoſition, and brought ſome very fine cotton 


* Fine Harbour, 
varn. 
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yarn, with all kinds of proviſions, which they 
were willing to exchange for nails, needles, 
bells, and ſimilar articles. . 

From hence Columbus ſailed eight leagues 
farther towards the place where the town, 
Nombre de Dios, 1s fituated; which you may 
find upon the map. He was obliged to remain 
here a few days, on account of the tempeſtuous 
weather; and employed this time in repairing 
his ſhips, which were a good deal damaged. 
He then got under fail, but ſtreſs of weather 
again obliged him to put into a ei port, 
which he named Protection. 

The natives of this place, alſo, appeared at 
firſt of a friendly diſpoſition; but the infolent 
behaviour of ſome of the ſailors excited them to 
acts of violence. Depending upon their num- 
bers, which every moment increaſed, they pre- 
pared for a general attack, in which they threat- 
ened to board the veffels, 

The Admiral tried firſt perſuaſion, then 
threats, to divert them from their purpoſe; 
however finding both fruitleſs, he fired a can- 
non, in expectation that its thunder alone would 
_ diſmay them. But in this he was miſtaken; 

for perceiving that this thunder was not attended 
with any ill effects, they only became the more 
daring, and anſwered the noiſe with loud 
DMs, ſtruck the trees with their ſwords, and 
ſhewed 
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ſhewed every mark of diſdain at the harmleſs 
exploſion. 

The Admiral was obliged, therefore, to give 
them dreadful proof that this inftrument was 
not quite ſo harmleſs as they ſuppoſed. He 
ordered one of his largeſt cannon to be full- 
charged and pointed at an eminence, where 
many of the natives had afſembled. It was 


fired off, and the ball went through the midſt 


of this crowd. They then diſcovered, to their 
great alarm, that this thunder could deſtroy, 
and flew into the woods in the greateſt con- 
fuſion. 


Theſe people were the hand ſomeſt of any 


they had yet ſeen. They were ſlender, very 
well made, and not large bellied, like the other 
neighbouring tribes. In the harbour they ſaw 
a great number of alligators, which always 
ſleep on fhore. Theſe animals emitted ſo 
ſtrong a ſmell of muſk, that the whole air was 


filled with it; and though they always appeared 


ſhy, yet they have been known to attack a 
man when endeavouring to take them. 


Columbus now began to give up all hopes of 


diſcovering a paſſage from the Atlantic, im- 
mediately into the Pacific Ocean. And having 
again to combat with the moſt tempeſtuous 
weather, he reſolved to return, and ſail towards 
a part of the country called Veragua, where, 

according 
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according to the affurances of the Indians, the 
richeſt gold mines were to be found. This 
place is alſo pointed out upon our map. 

The moiſt violent ſtorm, combined with a 
ſcarcity of proviſions, cauſed this ſhort voyage 
to be attended with many dangers and difficul- 


ties. The whole remainder of their ſtock of 
proviſions, after having been eight months at 


ſea, conſiſted only of a ſmall quantity of ſea 
biſcuits, which were become fo damaged by the 


alternate heat and damps of this climate, that 
one of us would rather have faſted a whole day, 
than have eaten any of it. Indeed it was ſo 


full of maggots, that it appeared to be quite 
alive, and thoſe who partook of it might be ſaid 
rather to eat vermin than bread. Notwith- 


ſtanding this, it was eaten by them with the 


greateſt appetite, only taking this precaution, 
to retire into a dark corner, that they might not 


ſee what they put into their mouths. Behold, 


children, what want of food, which you, thank 
God, only know by name, may bring people to! 
—Juſt at this time they dane the ſhip ſur- 
rounded by ſharks 

Elisa. What fiſh are thoſe? 

James, Do you not recollect, Eliza, what 
Mr. B-— told us about them, when we were 
reading natural hiſtory ? 

Elisa. O, that is ſuch a long time ago. 

Fath. 
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Tath. Tell her, James, what you remember 


about N. 

James. Well, in the firſt place, it is a very 
long fiſh. As long, I dare ſay, as this room“, 
and very thick; then he has moſt dreadful jaws, 


armed above and below with three rows of 


teeth, which croſs one another, and with which 

he can at once bite off a leg, an arm, or a head. 

Add to this, he has a very ſtrong tail, which he 

always uſes for defence, and ſhould he ftrike 

any one with it, he is ſure to break ſome of his 
limbs, if not inſtantly kill him. 


Fred. Oh! that muſt be a moſt dreadful 


fiſh indeed. 

Fauth. And he is a very greed 7 one into the 
bargain. In the violence of his hunger he 
l whatever comes in his way, even iron 
hooks and hatchets. Some travellers relate, 


that having one day thrown a dead ſailor over- 


board, wrapt in ſail- cloth, according to the ſea- 
faring cuſtom; the day following they took a 
large ſhark, within ſide of which they found the 
corpſe, wrapt in the ſail- cloth, as it had been caſt 
into the ſea. Their fleſh is oily and unpalat- 


able, notwithſtanding which it is eaten by the 
blacks in Africa, with a great reliſh. In order to 


make it more delicate to their taſte, they in ge- 


* Some are from twenty to thirty feet long, 
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neral let it lie a week in the ſun, by which time 
it ſmells and becomes putrid. 

Elisa. Fye! I 

Fauth. Columbus's ſuperſtitious companions 
regarded the appearance of theſe ſea-monſters, 
as a preſage of ſome misfortune that was about 
to befal them. However, notwithſtanding this 
ill-founded fear, and the diſguſt which Euro- 
peans diſcover at the oily fleſh of this fiſh, 
theſe poor half-ſtarved people ate of it moſt 
voracioutly, finding it far preferable to their 
magotty bread. 

Fred. But how did they catch them ? 

Fath. Very readily. They needed only to 
take advantage of their voraciouſneſs, which, 
like the paſſions of ſome men, lead them in- 
evitably to ruin. As they readily ſwallowed 
every thing which offered itſelf, the ſailors put 
a bit of 188 rag upon a hook, which they faſt- 
ened to a chain and threw into the ſea. Directly 
was there a hungry ſhark upon it, and fo they 
drew him out. In the belly of one of them 
they found a live turtle, which was no ſooner 
ſet at liberty than it crawled about the deck. In 
another they found the head of a ſhark, which 
had juſt before been thrown overboard. This 
is a proof they do not heſitate to devour one 
another, 

Enough about ſharks. To-morrow we will 
proceed with our Columbus, TALE 


TALE NVyII. 
3 


Fath. Berors « Columbus could arrive 
at Veragua, to which place he was now ſteer- 
ing, he found himſelf frequently obliged to 
come to anchor upon the coaſt, on account of 
the ſtorms which he frequently met with. 

At one of theſe places a ſingular ſcene pre- 
ſented itſelf, The natives built their houſes, not 
like other people upon the earth, but above it 
in the air, 

Fred. Hey-day! How could they do 
that? 


' Fath. In the 4 manner that Queen Se- 
miramis, in ancient times, is ſaid to have raiſ- 
ed her gardens a conſiderable height above the 
earth Do you remember that? 

Fred. O yes, the flying gardens. 
Fath, Well, Frederick. Juſt as at that time 
whole gardens were ſupported by piles, the 
houſes of theſe Indians were built upon the 
tops 
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tops of very high trees, ſo that they might 
really be ſaid not to live upon the earth, but 
in the air, like birds. 
Eliza. But why did they thus build their 


houſes ? 


Fath. Probably becauſe they were in dan- 


ger, upon the ground, of being ſwept away by 


floods, injured by wild beaſts, or deſtroy ed by 


their enemies? 


Cha. But how did they get up to them? 

Fath. By means of ladders, which, when 
they had aſcended, they drew up; fo that it 
was impoſſible for others to come at them. 

Thos. I think that was very cunning of 
taeſe people. | 

Fath. They at length arrived at V cragua, 
and the avaricious thirſt of Columbus's com- 
panions began already to be gratified, by the 


idea of the near approach of the treaſures, they 


imagined they were about to collect. They 
caſt anchor in the mouth of a river, which the 
Admiral called Bethlem. But having become 
acquainted with one of the natives, and learning 
from him that the capital of the country, and 
reſidence of their king, whoſe name was Qui- 
bia, or Quibio, lay a few days ſail up the 
ſtream, they determined to proceed towards it. 
This was done; and the Admiral ſent his 

U brother 
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brother Bartholomew forwards, with ſome boats, 
to compliment his Indian Majeſty in due form, 
The news of the arrival of theſe white people 
having reached his ears, he came out to meet 

Bartholomew; and the reception on both ſides 
was accompanied with proper marks of friend- 
ſhip. 

On the following day, his majeſty was 
pleaſed to pay a viſit to the Admiral himſelf, 
Columbus received him in a manner ſuited to 
his rank, and by a preſent of a few European 
toys, completely ſecured his good-will. 

Bartholomew, in the mean time had ta- 
ken care to obtain information concerning the 
ſituation of the gold mines, and, attended by 
guides, ſet off to examinethem, When arrived 
at the ſpot, they diſcovered ſeveral pieces of 
gold above ground, near the roots of ſome 
large trees, which to them was proof ſufficient 
that this metal abounded in the bowels of the 
earth. Having gathered what pieces they 
found ſcattered about, they haſtened back to 
the Admiral, to give him an account of the 
fortunate reſult of their excurſion. | 

'This confirmed him in the intention he had 
already formed of ſettling a colony in this 
_ neighbourhood, and induced him to give im- 
mediately the neceflary orders for erecting the 
requiſite number of houſes, 1 near the mouth of the 

river 
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river Bethlem. This buſineſs was carried on 
with great ſpirit, and, in the courſe of a very 
ſhort time, the houſes built with wood, and 
covered with palm leaves, were compleated. 
Columbus choſe eighty out of his people for co- 
loniſts, and appointed his brother Bartholomew, 
to be governor. He furniſhed them with ya- 
rious utenſils, and other things requiſite to their 


a good ſtock of fiſhing tackle, as the waters in 
theſe parts. abounded in the beſt of fiſh. A- 
mongſt others, there was a ſpecies of an- 


fingular manner. This fiſh, when purſued by 
others, was accuſtomed, in order to fave itſelf, 


Covered their canoes with palm leaves, and 
ſailed about in the rivers, diſturbing the water as 
much as poſſible with their oars, when the fiſh, 
taking the palm leaves for land, would jump 


upon them, and thus become an eaſy prey | to 


the fiſherman. 


| The Admiral having made every 3 
arrangement, was on the point of departure for 
| Spain again, when, to his great aſtoniſhment, 
he learnt that Quibio, from motives of jealouſy, 
5 on account of the ſettling of this new colony, 


lad juſt erected. He conſulted with his bro- 
V3 ther 
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ſafety and comfort. He left them in particular 


chovie, which the Indians uſed to catch in a 


to jump upon land. The Indians therefore 


was determined to ſet fire to the houſes they 
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ther, reſpecting what ſteps had better be taken 
to prevent this miſchief; they both concluded 
that it was moſt adviſable to anticipate his 
attack, and immediately to ſeize the cazique 
_ himſelf. An unfortunate refolution this, and 
its conſequences were deplorable! 3 


Bartholomew undertook the execution of 
this plan. Accompanied by a conſiderable 


foree, he marched directly towards Veragua, at 


a ſhort diſtance from which, on a ſinall emi- 
nence, ſtood the reſidence of the cazique. 


When he arrived at this ſpot, Quibio requeſted 
that he would not approach the houſe, as he 


would come out to meet him. In conſequence 


of this requeſt, Bartholomew took with him 


but five men, ordering the remainder to ſtop at 


a certain diſtance, and upon hearing the report 
of a muſket to advance, fo that none might 
eſcape from the houſe. 


The cazique now approached, but at the 


very moment when he was going to ſalute his 


viſitor, he found himſelf—a priſoner. The 


fignal was given; and all in the houle were 
taken without refiſtante. 
Some. O ſhame! 


Futh. O ſhame! fay I too, leon; and 5 


willingly would I give a great deal to have it in 
my power to wipe off this ſecond ſtain from 
the . of our friend. But 
my Thos. 


1 
© Thos. But the cazique was the fr to add. 
dimonourably, and they only wiſhed to deprive 
him of the power of executing his wicked 
deſign. £5 
Fath. That to bl "OY 15 true, Thomas; 
but who gave the Spaniards the right to eſ- 


tabliſh a colony in his territories, without his 
permiſſion ? 


Thos. No one. 

Fath. And who can Meme: the governor 
of any country for not tolerating ſtrangers, who, 
he has every reaſon to believe, will become 
dangerous to himſelf and his ſubjects ; * 

Thos. No one. 

Fath. Where then was the injuſtice of 
which the Spaniards complained, and what 
could poſſibly juſtify them in thus violating the 
laws of hoſpitality? _ 

All that I amable to fay in vindication of 
Columbus, is this; that he might have ſome 
humane object in view. He thought perhaps, 
that the colony under the management of his 
brother, would be the means of civilizing theſe 
people, and of bringing them to a knowledge 
of the only true God; and probably his objedt 
in ſeizing the perſon of the cazique, was only 
that he might have it in his power to enter into 
a friendly negociation with him, and by this 
means to gain his affections. If theſe were 
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| his motives, as we have reaſon to hope they 
were, although we muſt acknowledge them to 
be honourable, yet are we compelled to deplore 


the means adopted in the execution of his 


views, as highly unworthy of to humane a 
character. | 


Be this as it may, there was a chain of 
misfortunes connected with this haſty ſtep, 
which attended him to the end of his days. 
Ae us ſee in what they conſiſted. 


The cazique, who had been taken priſoner, 
was ordered to be bound hand and foot, and 
conveyed on board one of the veſſels. The 
boat ſet ſail; it became dark; the priſoner, 
who was bound to the boat with a cord, com- 
plained of violent pains in his hands, which 
were tied too cloſe to the wood. His conductor 
had ſo much compaſſion as to releaſe him; 
but he was ſtill held by the cord, bound hand 
and foot. The cazique, however, watched his 
opportunity, and, before they were aware, 
ſprang over- board, drawing his conductor after 
him. In vain did they endeavour to take him 
up again; his great agility in ſwimming, fa- 
voured by the darkneſs of the night, enabled 
him to effect his eſcape. How he could do 
this, with his hands and feet bound, it is difficult: 
for B to conceire. 


| This 
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This circumſtance furniſhed a pretence to. 
the rapacity of the Spaniards for ſeizing upon 
the cazique's property. They conſtrued his. 
eſcape into a crime. His houſe therefore was. 
plundered, and the gold found in it, to the- 
amount of three hundred ducats, divided among; 
the plunderers. 7 re - 
Quibio, in the mean. time, prepared to take 
a bloody revenge upon his oppreflors. By 
means of penetrating through a thick wood, he 
fell upon the colony before they expected it, 
and aff-.11ted them with a ſhower: of burning, 
arrows, by which he hoped to ſet fire to the 
houſes, covered, as was before obſerved, with. 
palm leaves. But the diſtance was too great 
for the attainment of his object. Upon this 
followed a moſt obſtinate battle, which muſt 
have ended in the entire deſtruction of the 
colony, had it not been for the unparalleled pre- 
ſence of mind exerciſed by Bartholomew. 
With a few Spaniards, he forced his way into 
the midſt of the Indians, and by dint of the 
greateſt valour, at length compelled them to. 
give way. Bartholomew himſelf received a 
wound from an arrow in the breaſt; it did 
not however prove mortal. 7 
By this victory they were in hopes of hav- 
ing deterred his Indian Majeſty from any 
further hoſtilities; in this, however they were: 
Xs miſtaken. 
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miſtaken. On the contrary, he ſought re- 


venge more bitterly than ever, and without 
doubt, the colony muſt have fallen a ſacrifice 
to his rage, had they not unanimouſly declared 
they had rather truſt themſelves on board their 
Ill-conditioned veſſels, than remain at a place 


where they were in conſtant danger of becom- 


ing a prey to the fury of ſavages. The Ad- 


' miral, therefore, found himſelf compelled to 


fetch them away in boats and canoes, and to 


receive them on board his own ſhip, as one of 


the ſquadron had become a uſeleſs wreck. This 


they were under the neceflity of leaving, and 


the other three ſet fail. 4 
The only with of the Admiral was, that 


be might arrive in ſafety, with his ill-condi- 


tioned ſhips, at Hiſpaniola; for he thought it 
utterly impoſſible to make the voyage to Spain 


with them. But the elements were apparently 
combined for the deſtruction of this great mau. 
The moſt dreadful hurricane, made ftill more 


horrible by the tremendous thunder natnral to 
this climate, raiſed the waves mountains high, 
and daſhed theſe crazy veſſels to and fro in ſuch 


a manner, that the ſailors became petrefied with 
| fear. In vain did Columbus adopt thoſe mea- 
ſures which his experience pointed out to him. 
His people heard not his commands, or, if 


my did, from conſternation or fatigue, they 
. were 


8 ] 
were unable to execute them. Thus one of 
his ſhips was loſt, and the other two were be- 
come ſo leaky, that the whole of the crews, 
continually employed at the pumps, could 
ſcarcely keep them above water. 8 


Thus dreadfully y ſituated, Columbus ſteered 


for the land of Cuba, in hopes of being able 


there to repair his ſhips; but even this hope 


was fruſtrated. A freſh ſtorm, as tremendous 
as the former, drove him off the coaſt of this 


iſland, quite out to ſea again. The ſhips were 
daſhed with ſuch violence againſt each other, 
that the people expected every moment to be 
their laſt. 


It however pleaſed divine providence fill 
to ſpare the life of Columbus, in order that 
his virtue might undergo yet greater trials, 
His ſhips withſtood the violent ſhock they had 


received, and arriving in the mean time off the 


| coaſt of Jamaica, the Admiral, by means of 
great exertions, was fo fortunate as to run the 


veſſels on ſhore at the very moment they 
were about to fink. 


Fohn. But, od Let how is he to 
get away again, if he has got no ſhips? 


Fath, God ouly knows! Upon him did 


Columbus rely, after having done what ap- 
peared at the time abſolutely neceſſary, 
There 
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There was no poſlibility of repairing the 
ſhips, for they were both wrecks. It was 
nevertheleſs of the utmoſt importance. to the 
Admiral that they ſhould not go to pieces, ſince, 
for two reaſons, he held it adviſable for him 
and his people to {leep on board rather than on 
ſhore. For, in the firſt place, they were here 
ſafe from the hoſtilities of the natives; and, in 
the ſecond, Columbus, who was now ſo de- 
pendant on their friendly diſpoſition, was by 
this means better enabled to prevent their being 
| provoked to hoſtilities, by the plunder and 
injuſtice of his own people. 

He therefore cauſed the ſtranded veſſels to 
be ſupported on both ſides, as well as it was 
poſſible; had tents fixed upon the decks, and 
forbad any of his people to go on ſhore. 

They were ſoon viſited by a number of the 
natives; and, as they were treated by Colum- 
bus's orders in the moſt friendly manner, they 
diſcovered, on their part alfo, great marks of 
confidence and friendſhip. They furniſhed the 
European ſtrangers with abundance of provi- 
| ons, in return for ſuch kinds of toys as the 
Spaniards were in general provided with. For 
one page of leaf gold, they willingly exchanged 
two geeſe; a loaf made of mango root, for a. 
glaſs bead; and for bells, they would give the 
moſt valuable things they poſlefled. _ 
Columbus, 
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Columbus, in the mean time, held a conſulta- 
tion with his friends concerning the beſt means 


of getting away from this iſland. There was 
but one method that preſented itſelf, and that 
was, to fend to the governor of Hiſpaniola, and 


requeſt him to furniſh them with a ſhip to carry 
them away. But it was now the queſtion, how 


this requeſt ſhould be conveyed to him. Theſe 
poor /tranded wretches had not been able to 
fave a fingle boat, and from Jamaica to Hiſ- 
paniola, as you may perceive on the map, 1s a 
diſtance of near thirty leagues. Good advice 
then was again highly neceſſary. 


It was, however, to be had. Columbus, 
by his kind behaviour, had ſo well ſecured the 
good-will of the natives, that they were willing 
to ſell him ſome of their canoes ; but theſe 
were miſerable things, ſcarcely ſafe to row 


about the ſhore, conſiſting only of trunks of 


trees hollowed out. The ſlighteſt guſt of wind, 
or roughneſs of the ſea, would inevitably up- 
ſet them. | . 5 
Notwithſtanding the manifeſt danger in 
attempting to make ſo long a voyage, by ſuch 
a miſerable conveyance, there were two brave 
men among Columbus's people who were wil- 
ling to undertake it, in order if pofſible to fave 
the Admiral and his companions in diſtreſs. 
One of them was called Meudes, the other 


Freſk ; 
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Fieſki; the firſt a Spaniard, the latter a Genoeſe. 
With pleaſure, children, do I mention to you 
the names of theſe people; for their laudable 
courage, in thus entirely devoting themſelves 
to the ſervice of the Admiral, deſerves to be 
handed down from mouth to mouth, to the 
lateſt poſterity. Each of them went on board 
a ſeparate canoe, attended by fix Spaniards, 
with ſome of the natives to aſſiſt them in row- 
ing; and it was agreed upon, that Fieſki ſhould 
immediately return upon their arrival at Hiſ- 
paniola, whilſt Mendez purſued his journey to 
Saint Domingo over land. 

They ſet fail, accompanied with the beſt 
withes of their countrymen. After having 
rowed for two days and two nights, in the moſt 
ſuffocating heat, in the direction pointed out to 
them, they began to apprehend that they had 
got out of their courſe, and had paſſed Hiſpa- 
niola. You may readily conceive how this ap- 
prehenſion muſt have alarmed them; it was 
the more terrible as their ſtock of water was 
exhauſted, and they were parched up with 
the burning heat of the ſun. Some of the 
Indians fell exhauſted from their oars, and 
died. The ſurvivors ſeeing their own fate in 
that of theſe poor creatures, became helpleſs 
through deſpair, by which means their ſituation 
grew ſtill more deſperate. The only refreſhment 
| = they 
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they could obtain was, by putting a little ſea 
water into their mouths, to cool their parched 
tongues, which could certainly afford them but 
little relief, and muſt render their deſire of 
freſh water ſtill more violent. 
In this dreadful fituation a beam of hope 
ſuddenly, darted upon. them. It was night, 
and as the moon appeared upon the horizon, 
they thought they could diſcover, juſt at the 
place where it roſe, an elevated point of land, 
which appeared in the form of a rock. This af- 
forded them reaſon to hope that they were in 
the neighbourhood of ſome iſland, and this 
hope again called forth their exertions to ob- 
tain here a place of ſafety. They ſucceeded: 
but what did they find when they arrived at * 
the ſuppoſed iſland? Nothing but a bare rock, 0 
upon which was not any thing to ſatisfy either 
{heir hunger or thirſt. O dreadful ſituation! 
They nevertheleſs jumped out of their ca- 
noes, and ran about in deſpair. Here have 
we another inſtance to ſhew how wrong 
it is to doubt the protection of providence, 
even when every poſſibility of relief ſeems 
to be denied us; for it is frequently the caſe, 
that affiſtance is granted us juſt at the 
time when we leaſt expected it. Who could 
have thought that God would have choſen this 
rock, to afford theſe poor thirſty wretches that 
X which 


1 

which could alone ſave them from deſtruction? 
It was, however, really the caſe. | Between 
the cliffs of this rock'they found an abundance 
of rain water, pure, and as cool as from the 
choiceſt ciſtern : but, unfortunately, upon 
making this happy diſcovery, they entirely for- 
got the wiſe rule of moderation — they fell 
greedily to; they drank—and drank too much. 
Some of them loſt their lives by this exceſs, 
and all of them their health. Some fell dead 
upon the ſpot; others carried away with them 
| fevers, dropſies, and conſumptions. So true is 
it that exceſs will convert the moſt ſimple and 
wholeſome nouriſhment, into deadly poiſon; 
and that the ignorance of man frequently con- 
verts that into a curſe, which kind heaven de- 
ſigned to be a blefling. 


The greateſt and moſt preſſing want of our 
adventurers was now relieved. But the dread- 
ful queſtion ſtill remained; what is now to 
become of us? Fortunately, they found ſome 
fiſh upon the ſtrand of this rock, which the ſea 
had left there; and as there was ſufficient to 
ſatisfy them all, the two leaders determined to 
ſtop here during. the heat of the day, and fail 
again in ſearch of land, in the cool of the even- 
ing. We will, therefore, let them reſt; and 
ſee to-morrow what will become of them. 


Scene. 


. 1 J 


Some. O dear, father! now only tell us ſo 
far as that we may know whether they arrived 
ſafe or not. 

Others. O, yes; dear father! Pray, pray do? 

Fath. Well then, I believe I muſt diſturb 
the repoſe of theſe poor people, and make them 
ſet ſail again, 

They did fo, as I have already binted, to- 
wards the evening: after having rowed all night 
by the light of the moon, to their great joy 
they arrived next. morning, at break. of day, 
upon the weſtern coaſt of Hiſpaniola. 

Peter. Imi?! 

Fat. That is all. 
All, Very well, 
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TALE XVIII. 


N OW, children, | /aid the Father, as on 
the following day he continued his tale] let 
us leave Hiſpaniola, where we yeſterday ſafe- 
ly landed thoſe two brave fellows, Fieſki and 
Mendez, and return to Jamaica, that we may 
ſee how Columbus is ſituated there. I feel a 
kind of foreboding that we ſhall ſoon loſe him, 
We muſt therefore endeavour to turn to advan- 
tage every minute whilſt his company is yet 
allowed us. 

Geo. Ah! I hope he is not going to die. 

Eliza. Oh dear, Father! I hope not. If 
he is, I will run out of the room. 

Fred. So will I. 

Fath. [| ſeriouſly] However we may con- 
duct ourſelves upon the loſs of what we love, 
the deciſions of providence ſtill remain unal- 
terable. It is therefore better for us, on ſuch 
accaſions as theſe, to hold ourſelves prepared 
to meet the worſt with patience, if there be no 
| remedy, 


t 
remedy, rather than act in an unbecoming 
manner. 

Columbus's companions looked daily, with 
the utmoſt anxiety, towards that qaurter from 
whence Fieſki was expected to return, with the 
news of his fellow adventurers ſafe arrival at 
Hiſpaniola. But alas! they looked in vain. 
There was no Fieſki to be ſeen. ü 

Geo. Hey! Why did he not return? 

Fath. How is it poſſible I. ſhould know 
that? Are we not now at Jamaica, and is it in 
my power to ſee from hence to Hiſpaniola, and 
diſcover the cauſes of the faithful Fieſki's 
delay? 

Let it ſuffice that he did not return. . 
lumbus's people therefore began again to de- 
ſpair: it appeared to them but too certain that 
both their meſſengers were loſt, and of courſe 
that they themſelves were to remain upon this 
land, without the leaſt chance of obtaining a 
releaſe from it. The air reſounded with their 
cries and lamentations. But this was not all. 
Columbus, as uſual, was again looked to as the 
author of all their misfortunes, and again did 
they curſe the hour in which they had entruſted 
themſelves under the command of ſo fool- hardy 
and unfortunate an adventurer. Their cries 
and lamentations broke out at length into open 
rebellion, . With the moſt daring imprecations 
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did they threaten the liſe of Columbus; and the 
hour ſeemed now to approach, in which this 
brave man, after having eſcaped fo great a va- 
riety of complicated dangers, ſhould fall by the 
hands of his own people. 

Juſt at this time he was confined to his bed 
by a violent attack of the gout; many of his 
people were in the ſame ſituation. All the 
others had entered into a combination, under 
the direction. of two brothers of the name of 
Porras, who acted as leaders in the mutiny. 

The eldeſt of them, an unfeeling monſter, 
came to the Admirai's bedſide, and aſked him, 
in the moſt infolent manner, why he would not 
return to Spain? Columbus anſwered with his 
uſual compoſure, ** That their return did not 
depend upon him, much as he might with it; 
and in caſe there was any one amongſt his com- 
panions who could propoſe a plan, by which 
this object could be accompliſhed, his advice 
ſhould meet with every attention it deſerved. 
He wiſhed, therefore, to have all the officers 
immediately called together, in order to hear 

their opinions on the ſubje&t.”” Mild and pru- 
dent as this anſwer was, it made no impreſſion 
on the mind of this inſolent rebel; on the con- 
trary he anſwered, with the greateſt inſolence, 
that there was no time for prating—he, for his 
part, was determined to ſet fail immediately, 
and 
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and called out to the afembled crews, ©* Thoſe. 
amongſt you who are .inclined to follow me, 
advance.“ 7 

This was the fignal for a univerſal revolt, 
Moſt of them went over to this deluded man, 
and ſaid they were willing to follow him. The 
poor Admiral, lame and weak from the gout, 
hereupon ſprang out of his bed, in order to diſ- 
perſe theſe rebels; but his attendants, appre- 
hending they might murder him, prevented his 
going amongſt them. The like compulſion was 
exerciſed alſo on Bartholomew, who was ad- 
vancing furiouſly, towards them with a pike in 
his hand, to puniſh them for their treachery. 
The mutineers immediately took poſſeſſion of 
ten canoes, which the Admiral had purchaſed 
of the natives. This led the remainder of the 
people, who had not yet joined the conſpiracy, 
to deſpair; their fidelity began to waver; moſt 
of them at laſt jumped into the canoes, and 
begged to go with the rebels. 

How deeply did it diſtreſs Columbus, Bar- 
tholomew, and young Ferdinand, that they 
were compelled to remain inactive ſpectators of 
this dreadful event. They at laſt found them-_ 
ſelves deſerted by all, except the ſick and in- 
firm, and a few ſervants, who yet remained 
faithful. Theſe people Columbus. ordered to 
approach his bed fide, where he addreſſed them 


in 
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in the moſt pathetic manner; he thanked them 
for their attachment to him ; exhorted them to 
_ perſevere in this line of conduct, and to fix their 
hopes and expectations of a ſpeedy releaſe from 
their ſufferings upon Him, who is the rewarder 
of uprightneſs and fidelity, both here and in the 
world to come. 

The unfeeling mutineers, with ſhouts of 
joy, now directed their courſe towards the 
eaſtern point of the iſland, with a view of 
paffi ng over from thence to Hiſpaniola. When- 
ever they went on ſhore, which during this 
ſhort voyage was frequently the caſe, they 
plundered and ill-treated the natives in every 
ſhape; at the ſame time telling them, they 
muſt hold the Admiral accountable for what- 
ever injury they received, as he alone was the 
cauſe of rendering all the miſchief that was 
done, neceſſary and unavoidable. To this they 
added, a permiſſion to take away his life, if he 
ſhould refuſe to make reſtitution. They de- 
clared that. his ſole object was to make the 
Indians miſerable, and that, if they were wiſe, 
they would anticipate. his deſign. Thus did 
they irritate the. minds of theſe layages, againſt 
their deſerted commander. 

After ſeizing a ſtraggling party they forcet 
them on board, in order to perform the laborious 
part of rawing, and then left the coaſt. 

8 But 
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But ſcarcely were they got four leagues out 
to ſea, when a contrary wind aroſe, and toſſed 
about their canoes in ſuch a manner, that they 
began to take in a conſiderable quantity of 
water. Now in order to lighten them I trem- 
ble while I tell you—theſe monſters came to 
the determination of murdering all the Indians, 
and throwing them over board. They began 
to carry this inhuman purpoſe into execution. 
It had already been executed on ſome of theſe 
poor creatures, when the others, in deſpair, 
Jumped into the ſea, and with the moſt heart- 
piercing cries for mercy continued ſwimming 
by the ſide of the canoes; but Oh, the unheard 
of barbarity! when almoſt exhauſted by ſwim- 
ming, they laid-hold on the ſide of the canoe, in 
order to reſt themſelves; they hacked— would 
yau believe it, dear children! Theſe European 
monſters hacked their hands off, ſo that their 
death was attended with aggravated miſery. 
In this manner, incredible as it may ſeem, did 
eighteen poor Indians loſe their lives; and not 
one would have eſcaped, had not the Spaniards, 
under the apprehenhon that they ſhould not be 
able to proceed on their voyage, determined to 
preſerve the remainder to row them back to 


Jamaica. 


Blot this horrid tale from your memory, 
children; or, if this be: not poſſible, lament as 


often 
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often as you reflect upon it, that there ſhould 


ever have exiſted monſters in the human form, 


who, entirely deſtitute of all the feelings of 
ſympathy and humanity, could thus degrade 
their nature. 


Columbus, in his preſent tühtidi z ſtill 


maintained his conſiſtency of character. He 


bore this great calamity with fortitude, and 


7 though he himſelf was indiſpoſed, yet did he 


intereſt himſelf with all the affection of a fa- 
ther in the care of the ſick, who were left with 
him. Heaven ſiniled upon his benevolent 
aſſiduity, and, in a ſhort time, he had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing all of Wan reſtored to perſect 
health. 

But he had now to combat with a new dif- 


. ficulty. The Indians, who had hitherto fur- 


niſhed them with plentiful ſupplies of proviſions, 
began to fear that theſe voracious ſtrangers 


might take up their abode with them, and thus 


cauſe a famine in their country, This appre- 


| henfion, with the ill- treatment they had re- 


ceived from the mutineers,, had confirmed a 
ſentiment of abhorrence, and dread of the Eu- 
ropeans. The reſult was, that they brought 
no more proviſions to the firanded veſſels. A 
deplorable event! 

Columbus's ſagacity, however, again afford- 


8 ed him the means of relief from this dreadful 


{{tuation- 
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ſituation. This he derived from his knowledge 
of aſtronomy. He knew an eclipſe of the 
moon was approaching, and took advantage of 
this circumſtance, again to impreſs the Indians. 
with reverence and good-will towards him. 
Hear how he effected this. . 

By means of a native, brought with him 
from Hiſpaniola, he aſſembled their chiefs to- 
gether, giving them to underſtand that he had 
ſomething of importance to communicate to 
them. They appeared; and, by the aid of 
his Indian interpreter, he gave them the fol- 
lowing information. . 

That he and his companions had a know- 
ledge of the God who made the heavens and the 
carth; that this God was the rewarder of the 
good, and the puniſher of the wicked, and that 
he would aſſuredly puniſh them, if they did 
not furniſh his worſhippers with proviſions 
neceſſary to their ſubſiſtence. That as a proof 
of the near approach of ſuch a puniſhment, 
they would, that evening, perceive the moon 
riſe with an angry and bloody appearance, and 
they might from thence conclude what they 
had to expect, if they ſtill perſiſted in refuſing 
to furniſh them with proviſions as heretofore.“ 

This prophecy was at firſt univerſally ridi- 
culed. But when the moon made its appear- 
ance, and the eclipſe commenced; when the 

ch darknets 
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darkneſs was perceived gradually to increaſe; 
then was their conſternation equally general ; 
and they intreated, with bitter cries and lamen- 


tations, that the Admiral would pray to God to 


avert the threatened judgment from them, mak- 
ing, at the ſame time, the moſt ſolemn promiſes 
that in future they would furniſh him with 
every neceſſary of life in their power. 


Columbus, on his part, promiſed to fulfil 


their wiſh; and to this end, ſhut himſelf 


up in his cabin, until ſuch time as he knew the 


eclipſe was at its height. He then again made 
his appearance, and aſſured them they had no 
longer any reaſon to fear. God, he ſaid, was 
well pleaſed to ſee that they had changed their 
intentions, and would not therefore ...puniſh 


them; as a proof of which, the moon would 
ſoon loſe its angry countenance, and again 


Mine upon them in its uſual ſplendour. 


Seeing that every thing happened exactly 


as Columbus had foretold, they offered praiſe to 
the God of the chriſtians ; and abundantly ſup- 
plied this wonderful man with proviſions. 


Now, children, what do you ſay to this? 


Was it prudent and conſiſtent with virtue, te 
take ſuch advantage of the ignorance of theſe 
poor people ?—[.4 general ft lence]—James, 


what do you ſay? 
James, 
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James. Ves, I think it was prudent; but 
whether it was conſiſtent with virtue 

Fath. Well? 

James. I cannot tell; but it Appears to me 
as though it were not. 


Fath. And why not James? 


James. I cannot expreſs my meaning as I 


could wiſh, but I think it is not right to tell 
falſhoods about God. | 

Fath. I think ſo too: but let us hear 
whether we form this opinion upon the ſame 
grounds, Why do you think it i is not right to 
tell falſnoods about God. 

James. Becauſe we ſhould then lead others 
to form wrong notions of the Deity. 


Futh. Very right, James; that is alſo my 
reaſon, and you. all know of what vaſt impor- 


tance it is that mankind ſhould poſfeſs juſt no- 
tions of the Deity, Every erroneous opinion, 
which ignorant people form of this great and 


good Being, leads to ſuperſtition. Thus: did 


Columbus, in making the Indians believe that 


God, on his account, cauſed the moon to be 


eclipſed, teach them ſuperſtition; and added 


one ſuperſtitious opinion more, to the long liſt 
of thoſe they had already adopted. 


We cannot, in this inſtance, therefore com- 
mend his conduct; but if an action, not alto- 


gs juſtifable, can deſerve to be forgiven, it 
* 5 
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is in a fimilar caſe to this; Columbus could 
diſcover no other means of ſaving himſelf and 
his people, and at the ſame time he impreſſed 


ſome veneration for God upon the minds of the 


Indians, and by that means prepared them for 
better inſtruction in future. This, in ſome de- 
gree, may form an excuſe for his conduct. 


Eight long months were now paſſed ſince 
the departure of Mendez and Fieſki, for Hiſ- 
paniola; and ſtill there were no tidings from 
either of them. They had no longer then any 
doubts of their being loft, and Columbus, as 
well as his remaining companions, now gave 
up all expectations of the relief they had ſo long 
hoped for in vain. Deſpair led them to the 
determination of deſerting their diſtreſſed com- 
mander, and of joining the other mutineers, 
who were ſtraggling about the iſland, — 
entirely by plunder. 
| But juſt as theſe forlorn and hopeleſs 
wretches were going to put their intentions into 
execution, a ſmall European veſſel, to their 
inexpreſſible joy, appeared off the iſland, and 
caſt anchor not far from land. It was not 
long before the commander of it came on 
ſhore in his boat, and delivered a letter to the 
Admiral, from the governor of Hiſpaniola, 
accompanied with a caſk of wine, and two 
flitches of bacon, Scarcely had he delivered 
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theſe, when he ſprang immediately into his 
boat again, got on board his ſhip, and ſailed 
away to the place from whence he came. The 


letter which he brought the Admiral, contained 


nothing but empty compliments. 


You will, probably, be as little able to ac- 
count for this ſingular appearance, as were 
Columbus's companions, I will tell you, then, 
the reaſon of it. Ovando, the governor of 
Hiſpaniola, whoſe character we have learnt 
from his infamous treatment of Columbus, 
wiſhed for nothing more earneſtly than that this 
great man ſhould fall a ſacrifice to his misfor- 
tunes, under the apprehenſion that, ſhould he 
ever return to Spain, he would again wiſh to be 
re- inſtated in his right, as Viceroy of the Weſt 


Indies, and that, conſequently, he himſelf 


ſhould loſe his office of Governor. He there- 


fore wiſhed to know in what degree our hero 


ſuffered, and whether, by delaying the depar- 
ture of the veſſels for their relief, he ſhould be 
able to accompliſh his dark purpoſe. Such was 
the object, as ſome hiſtorians aſſert, of ſending 
this meſſenger, and of the inſtructions he re- 


ceived to leave the iſland fo ſuddenly. Some 
align a more innocent motive for his conduct: 
Ovando, they ſay, apprebended that Columbus 


had made the ſtranding of his veſſels merely 
a pretext to obtain an opportunity of again 
1 2 „„ yung 
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viſiting Hipenzels, i in order to reinſtate himſelf 
as governor of that place. He accordingly 
ſent this meſſenger ſimply to get informa- 
tion of the Admiral's real We It 


remains with you to adopt that opinion, 
which to you appears moſt probable. But let 


me hear which of the two you would prefer. 
All. Oh the latter, the latter. 
Fath. Why ſo? 


Fon. Becauſe it isan uncertain fapaliiivn 
that Ovando was ſuch a monſter; and becauſe, 


in doubtful caſes, it is our duty to think the vere 
of others. 


Fath. Well ſaid, John. Attic to this 
maxim, and you will never repent having ated 


upon it; not even if you ſhould meet with a 
fellow creature whom you have thought more 


deſerving than he really was. "Tis better—'tis 


more conducive to our happineſs, to err ten 
times on this fide, than once on the other. 
It is ſaid, that Columbus thought Ovando 


chargeable with the former motive; but, too 


great to fink under the heavieft of difficulties, 
he concealed the melancholly which his hope- 
| Teſs fituation cauſed to prey upon him. He 
informed his people, with a ſerene countenance, 
that the reaſon why the ſhip ſailed away again 
| ſo ſuddenly was, that it was too ſinall to con- 
tain them all with their baggage, That Men- 


dez. 
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dez and Fieſki were both of them ſafely arrived 
at Hiſpaniola, and that they had orders to pur- 
chaſe a larger veſſel on his account, which 
would ſoon, by its appearance, put an end to 
all their ſufferings. 
He really had, at this time, received certain 
information concerning theſe brave men. We 
already know that they arrived in ſafety at 
Hiſpaniola, and I can now inform you, why 
Fieſki did not return, according to his promiſe. 
The whole affair was as follows. Notwithſtan- 
ding he had carried a violent fever with him on 
ſhore, which he had taken upon the rock; yet 
was he willing immediately to return, and give 
an account to the Admiral of the happy iſſue of 
their adventure, But not one of his compa- 
nions could be perſuaded to undertake this dan- 
gerous voyage back again. Neither threats, 
nor promiſes, were of any avail. He was 
therefore obliged to accompany them to Saint 
Domingo, where, together with Mendez, he 
inceſſantly preſſed the governor to furniſh them 
with a veſſel, with which they might releaſe 
their Admiral from his perilous ſituation. But 
this man, whatever might be his motives, de- 
layed the accompliſhment of their wiſhes by a 

variety of inſignificant excuſes. 
Columbus, in the mean time; by various 
eiforts, had endeavoured to bring the deluded 
* mutincers 
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mutineers to a ſenſe of their duty; but in vain. 
They not only perfiſted in their rebellious con- 
duct, but inſiſted upon the Admiral giving up 
one half of the cloathing on board the veſſels; 
and threatened, in caſe of refuſal, to take what 
they aſked by force of arms. This refuſal 
being given, they held themſelves in readineſs 
to put their threats into execution. | 
Columbus ſtill indiſpoſed, ſent bis bro- 
ther Bartholomew to oppoſe: them, with all 
the force he could collect. He however gave 
him orders, to try again what he could do by 
means of perſuaſion, and not to come to hoſ- 
tilities until ſelf defence ſhould make it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Bartholomew adhered con- 
ſcientiouſly to theſe inſtructions: but when he 
came up with the rebels, and invited them to 
return peaceably to their duty, they regarded 
this conduct as originating in weakneſs and 
fear, and themſelves immediately began the 
attack. Six of them bound themſelves to di- 


rect their united force ſolely on the perſon of 
Bartholomew, and net to deſiſt till they - 


ſhould ſee him fall. But he received them 
with his wonted intrepidity, and being well 
ſupported by his adherents, preſſed with ſuch 
irreſiſtible force upon the rebels, that he ſoon 


obtained a complete victory. Some fell by his 
{word, others were taken priſoners „and the re- 


mainder 
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mainder had recourſe to flight. Among the 
priſoners who were put in trons and taken on 
board the ſhips, was Porras, the rebel chief, 
whom Bartholomew diſarmed and took captive 
with his own hand. He hamſelf . with 
a flight wound. 

The fugitives ſoon after ſent to the Ad- 
miral, and ſued for mercy, which our generous 
hero, ever inclined to lenity rather than revenge, 
readily granted. Thus was peace and good 
order unexpectedly reſtored 
turned to his duty; every one received pardon: 
except their daring chiefs, who remained in 
fetters, in order that they might receive the 
puniſhment they had fo richly deſerved. 

Mendez and Fieſki, during this interval, 
continued to affail the governor with their re- 
queſts, for a ſhip to fetch their Admiral from 
Jamaica. Long did he continue to anſwer 
their requeſts with trifling excuſes. At length, 
fearing leſt he ſhould be called to account by 
the Spaniſh court, for leaving him in this help- 
leſs ſituation fo long a time, he conſented to 
have a ſhip purchaſed for him. 
Columbus's diſtreſs relieved, at a time when 
he leaſt expected it; another proof that we 
ſhould never deſpair, although every human 
fupport ſhould fail us, but, on the contrary, 
relying on the protection of God, we ought to 

do 


Thus was 


every one re- 
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do and hope the beſt without ceaſing. Thus 
did Columbus act, and thus, children, may we 
act, ſhould we ever be brought into a ſimilar 


fituation. 

A whole year had elapſed, during which 
time Columbus had been continually ſtruggling 
at this place with dangers, oppoſition, and diſ- 


aſters, when the ſhip which was to releaſe him 


at length appeared. They all went joyfully 
on board, and arrived in ſafety at Saint Po- 
mingo. 

Colombus was here treated with every mark 


of honour and reſpect, by order of the governor, 


who endeavoured to conceal his baſeneſs by 
mean and deſpicable flattery. Whilſt, how- 
ever, this poltroon, through fear, continued to 
flatter the man whom he hated in his heart, be 


could not refrain from giving a ſtriking mark of 


the bittereſt rancour. He immediately releaſed 
the rebel leaders, which the Admiral was car- 


rying with him to Spain, in order that they 


might there take their trials. He even went 


ſo far as to threaten thofe who had continued 
faithful to their commander, with a ſtrict ex- 


amination into their conduct. PET. 
Columbus, who had ſo often experienced 


the infolence of worthleſs people, ſupported 


this treatment with his uſual fortitude. He 


made, however, all the haſte in his power to 


1 1 r 
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quit a place which he appeared to have diſ- 
covered only to promote his own unhappineſs, 


and ſet ſail for Spain, ſo ſoon as the two veſſels 


could be got ready for his departure. 

Upon this voyage he again experienced the 
ill-fate, which, by the inſcrutable decrees of 
the Almighty, had ever attended him, from the 
beginning of his great enterprizes to the preſent 
period, He was ſoon overtaken by violent 


ſtorms, which diſabled one of his veſſels ſo 


much that he was under the neceſſity of ſend- 
ing it back again to Hiſpaniola. The other 
was afterwards ſo materially damaged, that it 
required more than common courage to un- 


dertake with it ſo long a voyage. It had loſt 
both main and fore maſt, beſides having re- 


ceived confiderable injury in its hull. Colum- 


bus, however, purſued his voyage in good 


cheer; with a veffel little better than a wreck, 
he made a run of no leſs than ſeven hundred 
leagues, and at length, with great difficulty, 
arrived in ſafety at the port of Saint Lucar, in 
Andaluſia. 

And now, I dare ſay, you hope to ſee an 
end at once to every obſtacle which had hi- 
therto oppoſed him. But you hope in vain. 


He was ſcarcely got on ſhore when he received 


news, of an event of all others to him the moſt 
diſaſtrous. His well-wiſher, his protectreſs, 
| Iſabella, 
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Ifabella, was dead. He had depended ſolely 


upon her for obtaining a juſt recompence for 


all the ill treatment he had received. And 


now, alas! She was no more! What then had 
he to expect from a ſuſpicious puſillanimous 


King, who had hitherto always been averſe 


to hun. 


He did not, however fail, on this account, 
as ſoon as health would permit him, to appear 


at Court, in order to give the King a full ac- 


count of the reſult of his voyage, and of every 
occurrence that had befallen him. But he was 


received with the moſt diſguſting indifference; 


his juſt complaints, of the numerous injuries 
and inſults he had received from his enemies, 


were not heard; and his equally juſt requeſt, 
of being reinſtated in his rights and priviledges, 
were anſwered only by various ill- founded ex- 


cuſes. 
Thus was this great and highly deſerving 


man, compelled to waſte the evening of his la- 


borious life, in the fruitleſs employ of requeſt- 


ing juſtice at the hands of an unjuſt Judge, and 


ſupplicating mercy of an unmerciful King, till 
at length, Heaven itſelf put an end to his bitter 


ſufferings. Exhauſted by the great and. nu-- 
merous troubles and difficulties he had combat- 


ed, he at laſt died at Valadolid, in the year. 
| | 1506, 


„„ Aa er,, 
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x 556, in the 59th, or, as ſome ſay, i in the 65th 


year of his age. 

His death was as of the manner in 
which he had lived. He died with that calm- 
neſs of mind, and with that cheerful piety, 
which, through the whole of his life, even un- 
der the moſt dreadful events, he had uniformly 
diſcovered; and his poor exhauſted ſpirit 
ſeemed joyfully to take its flight-into the pre- 
ſence of that Being, before whoſe judgment 
ſeat Kings themſelves muſt appear, 


[A lang pauſe. —The Father then proceeded 
as follows] 


Shall I now tell you what account hiſtorians 
give of the perſon and character of this brave 
man? 


All. O vial dear Father. 


Fath. His perſon, they tell us, was 
tall and handſome. His figure and deport- 
ment beſpoke ſomething noble. He had a 
rather long face, an aquiline noſe, blue 
lively eyes, and a pale complexion. In his 
youth his hair was inclined to red, but from 
his cloſe application, and the continual troubles 
he had to encounter, it became grey at an ear- 
ly period ; for his life was a continual ſeries 
of ſucceſs and diſaſter, abuſe and praiſe ; the 
higheſt honours, and the loweſt degradations. 
Few 


E 
Few and fleeting were the number of his hap- 
py moments, but ſeldom did a day paſs with- 


out his experiencing either violent pain, vex- 


atious incidents, or devouring grief. 

„On the other hand, he poſſeſſed a good 
conſtitution, great ſtrength and activity. His 
manners alſo were obliging, and unaffected ; 
he was uniformly modeſt and friendly. He 
was complaiſant to ſtrangers, kind to his ſer- 
vants, cheerful with his friends, and, (which was 
his diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic) he was wond- 
erfully patient in every period and ſituation of 
is life. 1 E 

«© What magnanimity, what exalted ideas, 


what penetration, what an undaunted heart, in 


the midſt of misfortunes, as well as uniform 
eircumſpection of conduct, do: the events of 
his life preſent before us! Few have equalled 
him in courage, fortitude, and perſeverance, in 
conquering the greateſt of difficulties. 


Although two thirds of his life were ſpent 
in but low circumſtances; yet did he aſſume, 
in changing his fituation, ſuch true dignity of 
manners, that he appeared to be deſigned by 
nature to command. He was diſtinguiſhed by 
a becoming gravity, as well as by that perſua- 
five, that powerful eloquence, which is ſo ne- 
ceffary to a commander, He ſaid little, but 


when 


— 
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when he did ſpeak, it was with particular 
energy and effect. 


He lived abſtemious, Arefſed plain, and 
when want or difficulties occurred, in any of 
his undertakings, he willingly reſigned every 
comfort which his companions could not par- 
take of... 

In his youth he applied, with great aſſi- 
duity, to the arts and ſciences; and had the 
ſatisfaction of excelling moſt of his contempo- 
raries in a knowledge of them. But what moſt 
-of all demands our love and imitation, was 
his unfeigned piety, united to the ſtricteſt in- 
tegrity, of which, on many occaſions, he has 
given us ſuch ſtriking inſtances. He was ra- 
ther inclined to anger; but he oppoſed this 
paſſion by the principles of religion, and weak- 
ened it ſo much, by continual perſeverance, 
that he was enabled to meet the greateſt in- 
ſults of his worthleſs oppoſers with wonderful 
meekneſs.“ 


Such was the man whom his contempora- 
ries deſpiſed, but whoſe name ſhall deſcend to 
the lateſt poſterity, and awaken love and ad- 
miration in the hearts of thoſe who know how 
to appreciate virtue like his. 

[ The Father here ceaſed to ſpeak, and the 
little aſſembly ſat in melanchilly filence.] 
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At length each of them wiſhed to know if 
the hiſtory did not go any further; the Father 
" anſwered, that muſt depend upon the deciſion 
of more than a thouſand other children, to 
whom he intended communicating, by the 
_ aſſiſtance of the printer, what he had related 
- - 6 Wen. _- 
Ob, faid Thomas, if they were but all of 
them acquainted with my opinion. 


A PPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 
— 
TALE - LIK. 
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Tu E children obſerved, from the man- 
ner in which the Father concluded the laſt tale, 
that there muſt be ſomething more of it But 
what that could be, they in vain puzzled them- 
ſelves to diſcover. 

Now you mind, (faid one of them) if Father 
has not been putting a joke upon us again 
Colambus will riſe from the dead, before we 
are aware, juſt like Robinſon Cruſoe —Don't 
you remember? Fs. 

No; I don't think fo, (anſwered another) 
—he looked too ſerious not to be in earneſt. 

Oh, ſo he did (cried a third) And yet he 
might only be jeſting. _ 

At length Eliza crept behind them, and 
fondling with the Father, ſaid, Tell us, dear 
IN ather, what is to come yet; or we ſhall not 
be able to ſleep to-night. 

Poor little girl (anſwered the Father) 1 
ſnould be very forry to deprive you of your ſleep. 
2 7 Eliza. 
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Eliza. Then, Father, you muſt tell us 


what remains 

Fath. Muft I, indee@? 

Eliza, I meant to ſay, if you would be ſo 
good. 

_ Fath. Well, then, I will be” lo a; call 
them all together, 

Elisa. [Calling aloud] Children! Chil- 
dren! Do make haſte—PFather is going to. tell 
ſomething more, 

Fath. ¶ To the children, who come running} 
Eliza thinks you will not have any ſleep to- 
night, if I do not tell you the remainder of our 
ſtory; therefore, as I with you to enjoy ſound: 
feep after a buſy day, I ſuppoſe I muſt endea- 
vour to prevent your reſtleſsneſs. 

All. O, that's charming! 

Fred. [ Stroaking his Father's chin) Now L 
wil] call you my dear, dear Father again. 

Some. And mine too ; mine too. 

Fath. Columbus, children, is really dead 
but a perſon ſucceeded 995 who alſo greatly 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf— 

Some, Who was he? 

Fath, A little patience, and I will tell you 
his name. 

L muſt firſt inform you, of what e 
after the death of Columbus, before this perſon 
( whoſe name you are not yet acquainted with) 
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made bis appearance ; other wiſe you will not 
be able to underſtand his hiſtory. 
Fred. Well, now for it. 

Father. In the firſt place, let us caſt a 
glance back again to Hiſpaniola, or St. Domin- 
go, in order to ſee how affairs are ſituated un- 
der the government of Ovando. But, I trem- 
ble to direct your attention thither, and have 
no doubt that you will tremble too, when, 
merely in paſſing, I preſent to you the horrid 
picture of ſhocking barbarities, committed in 
that unhappy country. | 

Ovando was no bad governor to the Spani- 
ards, who had ſettled in this colony. He made, 
ſeveral wiſe regulations, re-eſtabliſhed his coun- 
try men by a good management of the mines 
he enriched the King, his companions, and 
himſelf, and, what has proved of the greateſt 
advantage to this iſland, and to Europe, he in- 
trod uced the cultivation of the ſugar cane, the 
plants of which he procured from the Canary 
Hands. It was a happy thought; for how 
many millions of pounds of ſugar have ſince 
been grown in a climate where none had ever 
before been ſeen, and how many thouſand 
people have been ſupported by this important 
article of commerce. 

Thus far all was well; and why ſhould the 
man who had done ſo much good, act like a 
3 monſter 
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monſter towards the unfortunate natives, {6 as 
to deſerve the abhorrence of every mind not 
_ deſtitute of feeling? Hear how he acted, and. 
then fay yourſelves whether this was not his 
deſert. 

Not content with reducing the whole of this 
inoffenfive people, the juſt proprietors of the 
iſland, to flavery; requiring from them, be- 
fides inceſſant labour, a yearly tribute, which 
far exceeded their ability, he regarded them as 
fo many beaſts of burden, with which he 
might do whatever he pleaſed. In order, 
therefore, to ingratiate himſelf with his ava- 
ri cious companions, he gave to one twenty, to 
another fifty, to a third a hundred of theſe 
unfortunate Indians; juſt as a rich man would 
give ſo many ſheep, or pigs, to his ſteward; 
and at the ſame time granted permiſſion to 
their owners to employ them in whatever they 

might think proper, and, in every reſpect, to 
follow their own inclination as to their treat- 
ment of them. 

So inhumanly were theſe weak, inoffenſive, 
well-diſpoſed people treated by their unfeeling 
maſters, that a great part of them died in the 
moſt lamentable manner; and many others, 
weary of an exiſtence ſo wretched, were driven 
by deſpair to ſeek relief in an untimely end. 
When Columbus firſt diſcovered this iſland, 
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the number of inhabitants was ſuppoſed to be a 
million. Now—but about fifteen years after, 
they could reckon no more than ſixty thouſand; 
ſo that, in this ſhort ſpace of time, not leſs than 
nine hundred and forty thouſand ſouls fell a 
| facrifice to the inhumanity of Europeans. 
There was ſtill a conſiderable diſtri of the 
| iſland, which, although made tributary, yet 
retained the privilege of being governed by its 
own Queen. The name of her Indian Majeſty 
was Anacoana; ſhe was a decided friend of 
the Europeans, and had always paid the tribute 
impoſed upon her with punctuality. 

Unfortunately, ſome of Roldan's former 
_ adherents, unſeeling and brutiſh people, had 
ſettled in her territories, and notwithſtanding 
| theſe worthleſs wretches had been received 
both by her, and her ſubjects, in the moſt 
friendly manner, yet did they, time after time, 
_ exerciſe upon them the moſt ſhameful violence, 
in return for their kindneſs. The Queen was 
hence compelled to check their inſolence; 
which of courſe gave high offence to this diſor- 
derly rabble. In onder to revenge themſelves, 
they decided upon a plan to overwhelm theſe 
hoſpitable people with deſtruction. With this 
view they went to Ovando, the governor, and 
informed him that Anacoana was bent upon 
revolt, and reſolyed to deliver herſelf in a ſhort 
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ti me from the Spanith yoke. They accordingly 
adviſed him to ſeize upon her perſon, her pro- 
perty, and all her territories, without delay. 
Orurando had too much penetration not to 
perceive the malicious deſigns of theſe people. 
He well knew that their information was void 
of all truth: but as lis own rapacious views 
were directed to the property and poſſeſſions of 
the Queen, he, ſhameleſs outcaſt, appeared to 
believe them, and began to make preparations, 
as if the caſe had been really as it was ſtated to 
him. 

But the force which Anacoana poſſeſfed 
was far from deſpicable. She governed a very 
extenſive diſtrict, and it is ſaid that more than 
three hundred caziques were ker vaſſals. 

Char. What are vaſſals? 

Fauth. Don't you know that? Why you 
are one yourlelf, 

Chen. I} e 

Fatli. Certainly. Both you and the other 
children are all vaſſals. 

Some. Whole vaſſals are we? 


Fath. Mine. Have I not given each of 
you a piece of land for a-garden? Are you not 
obliged, as an acknowledgment of this, to 
dig, and weed, and help to water my own 
garden, whenever I want you? Do I not pro- 
tect you, ſo that no one e dare injure your gar- 

dens, 


[ 
dens, or take any thing out of them? And in 
caſe any of you ſhould die, or leave the place, 


mould I not have a right to take the land to 
myſelf again, or give it to another? 


o 

Fath. I am in fact then your lord, and you 
are really my vaſſals, or tenants. Do you 
underſtand me now, Charles? 

| Char. Yes, certainly. 

Futh. Queen Anacoana had then, as it was 
faid, three hundred vaſſal caziques, and each of 
them was obliged to ſupport her with all his 
ſubjects, as often as required. Ovando knew 
this. He was afraid, therefore, of coming to 
an open war with her, for his own forces had 
been greatly diminiſhed by the unhealthineſs 
of the climate; hence he determined— O what 
a mean, what a deſpicable ſoul! to have re- 
eourſe to an unexampled act of treachery. 

In purſuance of this deſign, he ſent word 
to the Queen that he intended paying her a 
viſit, accompanied by a retinue ſuited to her 
high ſtation, and this with a view of ſtrength- 
ening the friendſhip that ſubſiſted between 
them. Anacoana, devoid of all ſuſpicion, was 
charmed at a viſit from people to whom ſhe 
felt the moſt faithful allegiance; and in order 
to ſhew her viſitors every poſſible mark of 
bonour, ſhe aſſembled her vaſſals, and went 

| | out, 
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out, at the head of a very numerous 5 proceſſion, 
to meet Ovando. 

The traitor now appeared. Anacoana re- 
ceived him according to the cuſtom of the 
country, with ſinging and dancing, and then 
led him to her habitation. Here, in the good- 
neſs of her heart, ſhe endeavoured to make bis 
itay as agreeable as poſſible, and to this end 
ordered a variety of games and exerciſes, cuſ- 
tomary amongſt them, to be performed, 

Ovando appeared to be remarkably well 
pleaſed with all this, and requeſted that he 
might be permitted to amuſe the Queen with 
ſome European diverſions. His offer was 
thankfully accepted. The next day, the whole 
court being aſſembled, with a great number of 
Indians, who were very curious to ſee what 
was going forwards, Ovando retired, as he ſaid, 
to make the neceflary arrangements for the 
approaching entertainment, which was to con- 

fiſt of a tournament. 
He ſoon afterwads appeared at the head of 
his cavalry, whilſt the infantry, in due order, 
took poſſeſſion of every avenue leading to the 
place. He himſelf marched with his attendants 
in battle array directly to the palace, which 
conſiſted of a roof ſupported by a number of 
pillars. The unſuſpecting Indians could not 
enough admire this warlike amuſement. But at 
| length 
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length Ovando, by laying his hand upon a croſs | 
which he wore, gave the'fignal for the exploſion. 


In a moment every ſword was drawn; they 
fell ferociouſly upon the poor unſuſpecting In- 


dians, who became panic- ſtruck, flew numbers 


of them, ſeized the Queen, and bound the ca- 
ziques to the pillars. The monſter, Ovando, 
then ordered the building to be ſet on fire, and 
in a ſhort time the unhappy victims of his cru- 
elty were conſumed in the flames. 


You are ſhocked, my dear children, and | 


well you may; but reſerve a portion of your 


ſympathy for the unhappy Queen, whoſe fate 
is ſtill more cruel than theirs, whom you have 
ſeen fall by the ſword, or conſumed in the 
fames. Like an innocent lamb, in the fangs 
of a wolf, the is now dragged by her execu- 


tioner to St. Domingo, not with a view to ſhew 


der favor, but rather to prolong her ſufferings, 
and to give his barbarity the ſemblance of juſ- 


tice, She was brought to trial, and without the 


ſmalleſt proof of guilt, merely upon the evi- 
dence of the monſters who had fo ſhamefully 
betrayed her, ſhe was condemned to be pub- 
| lickly hanged. And this ſhocking ſentence 
was really executed. 


[Te Father pauſed, and the children Feed; 
lie then pr oceeded.] 


F ear, 
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Pear, aſtoniſhment, and deſpair, now poſ- 
ſeſſed the minds of the Indians, and from this 
time none of them dare attempt to ſhake off 
the inſufferable yoke impoſed upon them by 
the Spaniards. As long as Ifabella lived, ſhe 
continued the protectreſs of theſe poor people, 
and their unmerciful oppreſſors found in her 
ſome kind of check ; but after her death, theſe 
helpleſs, deſerted creatures, were entirely ex- 
poſed to the unreſtrained cruelty of their ty- 
rants. A. good prieſt, it is true, Bartholomew 
de las Caſas, was his honourable name, appeared 
as their advocate, and called loudly for mercy 
and compaſſion upon theſe unfortunate mortals, 

both in Spain and in the Weſt Indies: but 

what effect could the voice of a private indivi- 

dual have, when oppoſed by the combined 

influence of their oppreſſors, who were well 

aware, that the gold they ſent from time to 

time to Spain, would effectually confute his 
principles, how good ſo ever they might be. 


The ſmall number of Indians that remained, 
diminiſhed fo perceptibly, that they were no 
longer capable of working the mines. Ovando, 
therefore, propoſed to the King, to tranſport 
the inhabitants of the Lucayo iſles - you recol- 
lect, I ſuppoſe, that theſe are the fame which 
Columbus diſcovered on his firſt voyage. 

| Nie. 


E11 


Nic. O yes; one of which is called Gua- 
nahani, the firſt which Columbus diſcovered, 


Here it lies. 
Fath. Very right. Well; he propoſed 


that the inhabitants of theſe iſles ſhould be 


tranſported to Hiſpaniola, in order, as he 
pretended, that they might the more commo- 
diouſly inſtruct them in the chriſtian religion, 
'The King conſented, and Ovando began to 
conſider by what manœuvre he could beſt draw 
theſe well-diſpoſed people into his net. One 
ſuggeſted itſelf worthy of his knaviſh heart. 
Some ſhips were immediately fitted out, 
and ſent to the Lucayo iſles, where the miſ- 


ſionaries, appointed by Ovando, preached the 


following falſhoods to the too credulous natives. 
«© Hearken, good people, (faid they) “ to 

the agreeable news we bring you. Weare juſt 

come from the land of the departed, where all 


your anceſtors are leading a life—Oh! a life ſo 
happy, that it is not to be deſcribed! They 


have defired us to fetch you to them, that you 
may partake of their happineſs; and, if you 
are not ſo fooliſh as to refule this VO, we 
are willing to take you with us.“ 

Thus ſpoke theſe unprincipled deceivers, 
and the ſimple natives, not harbouring the leaft 


ſuſpicion of the infameus treachery practiſing 


upon them, without further confideration 
A a leaped 
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leaped on board in parties, highly elated with 
the idea of being unexpectedly united ſo 
ſoon to thoſe they had loſt. The number of 
theſe miſerable dupes amounted to more than 
forty thouſand. hs OI 

Scarcely were they arrived at Hiſpaniola, 
than they diſcovered the cheat. Numbers of 
them died with chagrin, and ſorrow, others 
ſought every means. of relieving themſelves 
from the claws of theſe tigers. Some were 
taken up by a Spaniſh veſſel, as much as fifteen 
| leagues from ſhore, paddling towards their 
native land upon the trunk of a tree; their whole 
ſock of proviſions conſiſting of a few Calabaſſes“ 
filled with freſh water. They were at no 
great diſtance from their own iſland, when, 
to their inexpreſſible ſorrow, they were taken 
up, and compelled to bend their necks to the 
yoke of ſlavery, which, at the riſk of their 
lives, they had endeavoured to eſcape. 


At length, when cunning would no longer 
| ſucceed, they. had recourſe to compulſion, and, 


* Calabaſs is the fruit of a tree which grows in the Weſt 
Indies. It reſembles aver y large gourd; its ſkin is tough, 
but beneath that there is a fleſhy ſubſtance, not diſ- 
agreeable to the taſte, The outſide is uſed for drinking 
zellels. 


„ 
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in a few years, theſe populous iſlands were fo 
ravaged, that not a ſingle native was to be 
found upon any of them. 

Fohn. Oh, what deteſtable people! If I 154 


been alive then, IL would have moved heaven 


and earth, but what theſe villains ſhould have 


been puniſhed. 

Fauth. I apprehend, my dear John, that 
you would have done no more than the good 
de las Caſas, who alſo endeavoured to move 


heaven and earth on their account, yet could 


not effect any thing. Let us, therefore, rather 
return thanks to God, that we live at a time 
when ſuch enormities are not practiſed, 

De las Caſas tried every public means for 


the relief of theſe wretched. beings ; but in 


vain, His zeal at length ſo far blinded his un- 


derſtanding, that he fixed upon a plan for re- 
| leving the Americans, whoſe cauſe he had eſ- 


8 the execution of which involved the de- 
ſtruction of another ſpecies of the human race. 


He adviſed, that they ſhould purchaſe negroes 


fromthe coaſt of Africa, who were much ſtronger 
than the Americans,and thattheſeſhould perform 
the moſt laborious part of the work in the mines. 


The advice was approved of, and from this 


time commenced that inhuman traffic, the ſlave 
trade, which, to the preſent day, coſts yearly 
upwards of forty thouſand of our fellow crea- 
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tures their liberty, their happineſs, or their 
lives. And, notwithſtanding. this, the Ame- 
ricans continued, as heretofore . wretched and 
deplorable ſlaves. 


Enough——perhaps almoſt too much fo to- 
day. 


TALE 


" TALE XX. 
—>0<-- 


Thas. SHALL we hear: no more about 


Columbus' s brother, Bartholomew? 
Fath. *'Fis well that you remind me of 


him; for it is time to return to the diſtrefſed 


family of our deceaſed friend. 


Columbus's eldeſt ſon, his name was Diego, 


continued after the death of his father to requeſt 


the fulfilment of the contract the King had 
made with him, by which the office of Viceroy 
of the Weſt Indies was conferred on him and 


his heirs for ever. He requeſted however in 
vain! Ferdinand continued as ſuſpicious and 
unjuſt towards the fon, as he had been towards 
the father. No repreſentation, no petition | 


againſt ſuch conduct, proved of any avail. 


Diego at length ventured to enter an action 
againſt the King, in the court which was ap- 
pointed for adjuſting all American diſputes, and, 
to the everlaſting praiſe of this court be it 
ſpoken, the upright judges. had ſufficient cou- 

| AAag 


1 — — -> * . 
, > * 
—̃——— — > a> Pune 
= — x 


- —— 
— — —— — 


— — IB” 7. ag — _ 7 
— — — — 


222 —— — — 


8 rage 


—. IHE £ mW * * * — — — 5 2 
— - Pon A : ———— — — * 
— — — = - — — — — 


— —— zy—— ͥßꝗ́q — — 


— — >. E 
= —— 
CR 


_— CC 2 

= ä — == 
— . —Ä—ꝛ—. — 
. ———— — — 


| 
| 
| 
ö 
* 
| 
: 
| 


„„ 

rage to give their deciſion againſt the King, 
and in favour of the juſt demand of Columbus. 
They decided that the agreement made with 
him ought to be fulfilled 1 in the 2 85 of his 
ſon Diego. 

All. That's right! That's sright! 

Fath. The King, however, in all proba- 

bility, would have paid but little attention to 
this verdict, had not Diego found means to 
give his cauſe ftill greater weight. Elevated by 
the juſtice of this independent court, to one of 
the higheſt offices within the dominion of Spain, 
he paid his addreſſes to the daughter of a 


nobleman of the firſt rank, and influence in the | 


realm. She was niece to the Duke of Alva, 
nor was any heſitation ſhewn in accepting his 
offer. This powerful family affailed the 
King ſo inceflantly, with ſolicitations for the 
fulfilment of the ſentence pronounced by the 
court, that he was at length under the neceſſity 
of yielding to them, and of doing juſtice to 
Diego. Ovando, therefore, was recalled, and 
the whole family of Columbus, triumphant 
at laſt over enyy and . ſet ſail for 
Hiſpaniola. TE” 
Geo. Oh, if old Emde were 8 5 
Fath. What need has his happy ſpirit of 
an earthly recompenſe? In poſſeſſion of the 
1 exalted 


E 


exalted joys with which God has rewarded 
him, he now, perhaps, looks down upon the 
purſuits of mortals as upon a puppet ſhow, and 
rejoices in the conqueſt of his ſufferings, with- 
out doubt clearly perceiving how good it was 
for him, that he was perſecuted here below. 
Accompanied by his brother, his uncle, and 
his wife, Diego now departed for Hiſpaniola, 
and reſided there in grandeur becoming the ſervi- 
ces his father had rendered Spain. A number of 
perſons of quality likewiſe accompanied him. 


thither. By this means the colony, in PR ont Fo. 


time, acquired a very different aſpect. Many 
families, now flourithing in Spaniſh America, 
derive their origin from ſome of thoſe who 
attended Diego. 
And now let us fee how the territories of 
the Spaniards were by degrees extended. 
During the government of Ovando, there 
was one Juan Ponce, who requeſted permiſſion 
to ſettle a colony upon the iſland Porto Rico, dif- 
covered by Columbus, His requeſt being grant- 
ed, he ſect fail, attended by a number of adyen- 
turers, who were faſcinated with the idea of ac- 
quiring immenſe fortunes; for they were in- 
formed that this iſland alſo abounded in gold. 
The inhabitants reſembled thoſe of Hiſ- 
paniola, in their peaceable diſpoſition. They 
received their viſitors, in a friendly manner ſtill 
regarding 
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regarding them as heavenly beings; and one of 
their caziques, according to the cuſtom of 
the country, as a memento of eternal 

friendſhip, named himſelf after the Spaniſh 
commander, Juan Ponce Aguonaba. But 
theſe heavenly friends, highly honoured as 
they were, ſoon let fall the maſk here alſo, and 
acted in a manner ſo cruel and inhuman, that 
it was with difficulty the Indians could bring 
themſelves to believe they were even men. In 
order, however, to be fully convinced whether 
they were mortals: or not, the chief of this 
nation reſolved to try the experiment, with all 
poſſible care, upon one of them firſt, With 
this view he watched his opportunity, and ſoon 
found it. 

A young Spaniard, who was probably 10 
ing about the iſland, came to the hut of one of 
the Indians, and requeſted a night's lodging. 
He met with a friendly reception, and was 

treated with great hoſpitality, The next 
morning his hoſt procured him ſome Indians 
to ſerve him for guides; to whom he gave 
the neceffary inſtructions. 

They came to a river: one of the Indians 
offered his ſervices to convey the young Spa- 
niard acroſs it, and took him on his back. 
When he was about the middle he made a 
Able Þ by which means he threw off the youth, 


and, 
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and, with the affiſtance of his companions, 


held him under the water till there were no 


ſigns of life, They then carried the corpſe to 


the oppoſite ſhore. 
Their prejudice, however, a the 


immortality of the Spaniards was ſo ſtrong, that 


they could not yet perſuade themſelves this 


ſuffocated youth was really dead. They there- 
fore aſked his pardon for the diſaſter, which 
had befallen him, by means of which he had 
been forced to drink ſo much water, and aſ- 
tured him that they had rendered every aſſiſtance 


in their power. Although the corpſe did 
not ſhew the leaſt ſigns of life, tiey con- 


tinued with it for three days, continually aſk- 
ing its pardon, in expectation that it would ſud- 
denly come to life again. At length they became 
ſufficiently convinced of his death, by the putrid 
ſmell ariſing from the body; they then haſt- 
ened to bring the joyful news to the cazique, 


that the Spaniards might certainly be killed. 
More he did not with to know. He in» 
ſtanily communicated this diſcovery to the 


other caziques, who all unanimouſly reſolved 
to deliver themſelves from their tyrants, by 


means of force. But what could a naked peo- 
ple do in battle, when oppoſed by experienced 
warriors, with ſwords, fire arms, horſes, and 
dogs? It is true, they ſucceeded in murdering a 
hundred 
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hundred of them, who were ſtraggling about 
the country, before the Spaniards were ac- 
quainted with their deſign. Soon, however, 
were they obliged to atone for this with the 
entire loſs of their liberty, and of all their 
comforts. Ponce affembled his forces, con- 
fiſting chiefly of veterans, purſued the Indians 
mto all their- hiding places, defeated them 
wherever he met them, and made flaves of 
all who eſcaped the ſword. Having received a 
reinforceinent from Spain during theſe. en- 
gagements with the Indians, their ſuperſtition 


led them fo believe that the Spaniards which 


they had killed were come to life again, and 
that it would of courſe be of no avail to oppoſe 
thoſe that were left. Diſarmed by this idea, 
they trembling ſubmitted to the heavy yoke 
of ſlavery, which was now impoſed upon 
them without any regard to mercy. 

In deſcribing this havoc at Porto Rico, the 
hiſtorians of that time ſpeak very highly of the 
fagacity and courage of a large dog, which 
they call Bazarillo, and which they ſay per- 
formed many ſingular feats; for inſtance, he 
could immediately diſcover which of the In- 
dians were friends and which were enemies of 
his maſter, and that they were more afraid of 
ten Spaniards, accompanied by this dog, than of 
a hundred without him, Previous to the com- 
mencement 


mencement of hoſtilities, the Indians, in order 


that he might not injure them, gave him as much 
proviſions, gold, and ſlaves, as they did to a 


Spaniard, which of courſe fell to his maſter. 
The following anecdote is related, as an in- 
ſtance of the ſagacity of this animal, the truth 
of which you may believe as far as you can. 
Some inhuman Spaniards, it 1s ſaid, wiſhing to 
ſee an old Indian woman who had diſpleaſed 
them torn to pieces, ſent her away with a letter, 


and as ſoon as ſhe was departed, they diſmiſſed 


Bazarillo after her. He purſued her moſt furi- 
ouſly; but the poor old creature fell upon her 


knees, ſhewed him the letter, and ſaid, O dear, 
Mr. Dog, I pray your honour ſpare me; I am 


going to deliver this letter to the chriſtians. 
At theſe words, continues our ſerious hiſtorian, 
the dog became immediately pacified; he ſmelt 
her, wagged his tail, and returned to his maſ- 
ters, without doipg,her the leaſt injury. 

The happineſs of this people then was in its 
turn ſacrificed. Let us ſee what occurred in a the 
other parts of this hemiſphere. 


The diſcoveries and conqueſts of the Spa- 


niards became more and more extended. I 
will relate the principal of them in a few words. 


The firſt thing which Diego undertook, in order 
to add to the poſſeſſions of his King, was this. 


He ſent a colony to the iſland of Cubagua, diſ- 
"covered 


r 


ee 
covered by his father, in order to eſtabliſn a 
pearl fiſhery there. Look [pointing to the map] 


here it lies, near Margarita; not far from the 


coaſt of Cumana. 
Fred. Do they fiſh for pearls? 
_ Fath. They are found, my dear Frederick, 


in certain muſcles and oyſters, in ſome parts of 


the ſea, and in ſome rivers, and muſt of courſe 
be fetched up from the bottom. It has been 
| ſuppoſed that they originate in a diforder 
to which ſhell-fiſh are ſubje&, in the ſame 
manner as diſorders in the bladder ſometimes 
produce ſtones in the human body. Thus 
much is certain, that the matter of which theſe 
pearls are compoſed, is firſt a fluid, which comes 
from the ſhell-fiſh, and afterwards afſumes a 
hard texture. The pearl fiſhers, who are ge- 
nerally poor ſlaves, and are compelled to riſk 
| their lives in the employment, ſtop their noſ- 
ttils and ears with cotton, take a piece of ſpunge 
dipped in oil in their mouths, and then, with a 
rope tied round their waiſts, they dive down to 
the bottom to fetch up the muſcles. You may 
readily conceive how many human beings muſt 
lofe their lives in ſuch an employment; and 
yet our ladies, notwithſtanding their great ſen- 
_ fibility, do not heſitate to wear the price of 
theſe poor creatures exiſtence, as ornaments to 
their necks and hands, 


Diego 


1 
Diego Columbus thought, that this diving 
and ſwimming would be eaſier to the Indians 
than working in the gold mines. He therefore 


ſent a number of them to Cuba, the coaſt of 


which his father had obſerved to be rich in 


pearls. The advantages that aroſe to the King, 


as well as to Diego, were very great indeed; 
but the poor Indians ſent there ſoon fell a ſacri- 


fice to an employment ſo unhealthy: and the 


barrenneſs of the iſland, in a ſhort time, oblig- 
ed the colony to quit it, in order to ſettle in a the 


neighbouring iſland, Margarita.. 


About this time: Diego took pofleffion of 


Jamaica; colonies were ſettled there, and the 
natives experienced the ſame cruel treatment 


as their neighbours of Hiſpaniola and Porto 


Rico. 


the conqueſt of this iſland to one Velaſquez, a 
man who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, on ſeveral 
occaſions, under Columbus. A great number 


of perſons, hoping to make their fortunes, 


joined him in this expedition. Velaſquez 
tanded with them on the eaſtern point of Cuba. 
This diſtrict was governed by a cazique 


named Hatuey, who had fled from flavery at 


Hiſpaniola, and ſettled here. This man, a de- 
termined enemy of the oppreſſors of his coun· 


try, Nog long expected a viſit from them, and,. 


B B in 


It was now Cuba” s turn. Diego cd 


LW] 
in order to hold himſelf in readineſs to receive 
them, he employed ſeveral ſpies at Hiſpaniola, 
who were to give him notice of their approach, 
He was now informed that the expected miſ- 
chief was at the door. He immediately cal- 
led his ſubjects and allies together, informed 
them of the danger with which they were 
threatened, and exhorted them: to maintain 
their liberty to their laſt breath, They 
unanimouſly pledged themſelves to follow his 
example. 

6 Tis well;”” (added Hatuey) but one 
thing is ſtill neceſſary, if our endeavours to 
keep off theſe tyrants are to ſucceed. Do you 
not know what it is that brings them amongſt 
us? It is to fetch their God. And as you are 
ignorant what their l! is, I will tell you 
It is this.“ 

In ſaying theſe words he i to a-baſket 
full of gold, and aſſured them, that this worth- 
leſs metal was the God for which the chriſtians 

ventured every thing, and on account of which: 
they wiſhed now to take poſſeſſion of their 

Hand. Let us haſten”* (ſaid be). to pay 
| homage to this idol, ſo that we may ſecure its 
protection.“ They immediately began to 
ſing and dance round the baſket. This 
deyout exerciſe, according to the cuſtom of 
_ the country, continued until late in the night, 
when 


- C a9 7 


when the people, either from fatigne or in- 


toxication, gradually retired, _ 
The following day Hatuey aſſembled his 


Indians again, and obſerved to them, that not- 


withitanding the honour they had paid the 


idol of the Spaniards, he ſtill thought they 
would not be ſafe fo long as it remained upon 


the iſland. In vain” (ſaid he) * will you 


endeavour to conceal it; even were you to 
{ſwallow it, they would cut you open, and tear 
out your entrails in ſearch of it, Ariſe, there- 


fore, let us caſt it to the bottom of the fea, ſo 


that no veſtiges of it may be found.” This 


advice was inſtantly followed; every one haſt- 


ened to fetch what gold he had, and all that 


could be found was thrown into the fea. + 


Notwithſtanding this, however, they ſoon 


diſcovered the Spaniſh flag waving upon their 
coaſt, Hatuey courageoully advanced to re- 


ceive them; they came to battle; the army 
of the unfortunate Indian chief took to flight, 


after a very ſhort reſiſtance ; he himſelf was 

taken priſoner, and, as an example to the other 

caziques, was condemned—to be burnt alive. 
Some. O, what ſhocking monſters! 


Fath. He was already bound to the ſtake, 


when a Franciſcan Monk approached him, in 
order to deſcribe to him heaven, the abode of 
the happy hereafter. ** Are there any Spani- 
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ards in that happy place >” aſked the cazique. 


_ Certainly, anſwered the monk; but only thoſe 


that are good. The beſt of them are good 


for nothing, (added Hatuey) Ido not with to 
go to a place where I muſt expect to meet with 


one of them!!“ 

This dreadful inſtance of ſeverity ſo alarmed 
all the natives of Cuba, that they no more 
thought of making any further reſiſtance, but 
at once ſubmitted to the Spaniſh yoke. Thus 


did the Spaniards, in the courſe of a few days, 
conquer one of the largeſt and richeſt iſlands 


in the world, without the loſs of a fingle man. 
About this time, alſo, there were ſeveral 
voyages made to the continentdiſcovered by Co- 
lumbus, where they began to eſtabliſh colonies, 
and ſubje& the natives to their government; 
however, of this I ſhall tell you more hereafter. 


But one other remarkable event, which oc- 


curred at this period, I muſt interweave into 


my ſtory, Ponce, the conqueror of Porto 
Rico, had heard a report from one of theſe 
fimple people, according to which, upon a 


neighbouring iſland, there was a wonder-work- 


ing well, whoſe waters had the ſingular property 
of making thoſe who bathed in them young 
again. Abſurd as this tale was, it however 


excited the curioſity of the credulous Ponce, 
and induced him to go in ſearch of it, 
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With this view, he ſet ſail from Porto Rico, 
and directed his courſe, as it is ſaid, northward, 
near the Lucayo iſles; and after having failed 
to the twenty-ſixth degree north latitude, and 
then, ſteering weſtward, to his no ſmall joy 
he diſcovered—— 

Fred. The well? 

Fath. No; but, on the contrary, an ex- 
tenſive and beautiful country, which we now 
know to be a part of the continent of North 
America, and to which Ponce gave the name 
of Florida; either becauſe it bore a very flou- 
riſhing aſpect, or becauſe the time of the year 
when he diſcovered it, that is, juſt before Eaſter, 
upon Palm Sunday, was called in Spain by that 
name. Thus did an important diſcovery ori- 
ginate 1 in a ridiculous whim. 


The attention of the Spaniards was now 
turned towards another part of the globe, with 
which they had hitherto been unacquainted. 

They had reaſon to believe that there exiſted a 
country in that hemiſphere, where the rich 
empire of Mexico lies; but as yet no one had 
attempted to diſcover it. This attempt is 
now about to be made; and an aſtoniſhing man 
will ſoon appear upon the ſtage, whoſe name 
I have hitherto concealed from you. 


Some. 
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Some. winking at each other) Ab! how 
we ſhall have it. 
Peter. O, quick, dear father, Who 
was it ? DA r 


Cortes auſwered the Father—and here the 
ale ended. | 
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